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Permanent Settlement





▪ Over 75 per cent of the zamindaris changed hands after the 
Permanent Settlement.

▪ Even when zamindaris were auctioned, zamindars were not 
always displaced, given the ingenious methods they used to 
retain their zamindaris.





Jotedars : -

▪ A large part of their land was cultivated through sharecroppers 
(adhiyars or bargadars) , who brought their own ploughs, 
laboured in the field, and handed over half the produce to the 
jotedars after the harvest.

▪ Within the villages, the power of jotedars was more effective 
than that of zamindars.

▪ Unlike zamindars who often lived in urban areas, jotedars were 
located in the villages and exercised direct control over a 
considerable section of poor villagers. 

▪ In some places they were called haoladars, elsewhere they were 
known as gantidars or mandals.



Late-eighteenth-century revenue records, we learn that these hill folk were known as 
Paharias. They lived around the Rajmahal hills, subsisting on forest produce and 
practising shifting cultivation.

In the last decades of the eighteenth century, the frontiers of settled agriculture
were aggressively extended in eastern India.

Policy of Extermination, followed by Policy of Pacification

The Santhals had begun to come into Bengal around the 1780s

By 1832 a large area of land was demarcated as Damin-i-Koh.
The problem  of “Dikus”                Santhal Rebellion, 1855-56



Permanent Settlement

Mahalwari settlement

Munro Settlement

Types of Land Revenue Settlements:-





▪ By the 1830s the problem became more severe. Prices of agricultural 
products fell sharply after 1832 and did not recover for over a decade 

▪ and a half. 

▪ At the same time the countryside was devastated by a famine that 
struck in the years 1832-34. One-third of the cattle of the Deccan were 
killed, and

▪ half the human population died. 

▪ Unpaid balances of revenue mounted. expenditure.

▪ By the 1840s, officials were finding evidence of alarming levels of 
peasant indebtednesseverywhere.

▪ So the revenue demand was moderated to encourage peasants to 
expand cultivation.





Q. The Limitation Law, which was passed by the British 
in 1859, addressed which one of the following issues?
CDS GK (2019)

a) Loan bonds would not have any legal validity.
b) Loan bonds signed between money-lender and Ryots 

would have validity only for three years.
c) Land bonds could not be executed by moneylenders.
d) Loan bonds would have validity for ten years.



The Cotton Boom : 

▪ Before the 1860s, three-fourths of raw cotton imports into Britain came 
from America. But then American Civil  War happened, 1861 -1865.

▪ Between 1860 and 1864 cotton acreage doubled. By 1862 over 90 per 
cent of cotton imports into Britain were coming from India.

▪ As the Civil War ended, cotton production in America revived and 
Indian cotton exports to Britain steadily declined.

▪ Export merchants and sahukars in Maharashtra were no longer keen on 
extending long-term credit.

▪ In the new settlement, the demand was increased dramatically: from 
50 to 100 per cent.

▪ The ryots came to see the moneylender as devious and deceitful.



▪ The movement began at Supa, a large village in Poona 
(present-day Pune) district.

▪ From Poona the revolt spread to Ahmednagar.More than thirty 
villages were affected.

▪ Everywhere the pattern was the same: sahukars were attacked, 
account books burnt and debt bonds destroyed. Terrified of 
peasant attacks, the sahukars fled the villages, very often 
leaving their property and belongings behind.

▪ The Government of India, worried by the memory of 1857, 
pressurised the Government of Bombay to set up a 
commission of enquiry. 

▪ The commission produced a report that was presented to the 
British Parliament in 1878.









The important centres of revolt
and the lines of British attack
against the rebels.



Places of Revolt Indian Leaders British Officials who 

suppressed the revolt

Delhi Bahadur Shah II John Nicholson,Lt. 

Willoughby,Lt.Hudson

Lucknow Begum Hazrat Mahal, 

Birjis Qadir

Henry Lawrence,Brigadier 

Inglis,Henry 

Havelock,James Outram.Sir 

Colin Campbell

Kanpur Nana Saheb Sir Colin Campbell,Sir 

Hugh Wheeler

Centres and Leaders of the Revolt



Places of Revolt Indian Leaders British Officials who 

suppressed the 

revolt

Jhansi & Gwalior Lakshmi Bai & Tantia Tope General Hugh Rose

Mandla region of 

Madhya Pradesh, 

Rani Avantibai Lodhi of 

Ramgarh 

Faizabad Maulavi Ahmasdullah

Bareilly Khan Bahadur Khan/Bakht 

Khan

Sir Colin Campbell

Centres and Leaders of the Revolt







Q. The Summary Settlement of 1856 was based on which 
one of the following assumptions?
CDS GK (2019)

a) The Talukdars were the rightful owners of the land.
b) The Talukdars were interlopers with no permanent 

stakes in the land.
c) The Talukdars could evict the peasants from the lands.
d) The Talukdars would take a portion of the revenue 

which flowed to the State.



Summary Settlement, 1856 :-

▪ On the grounds that the taluqdars were interlopers with no permanent stake 
in the land, they had kept themselves through the force and fraud. 

▪ The Summary Settlement excluded the taluqdars wherever possible, thus 
reducing the control of the taluqadars. 

▪ Figures show that in pre-British times, taluqdars had held 67 per cent of the 
total number 
of villages in Awadh; by the Summary Settlement this number had come 

down to
38 per cent.

▪ British Land Revenue Officers believed that by removing the taluqdars they 
would be able to settle land income with the actual landowners. 

▪ By this policy, the state's revenue streams increased, but the peasants' 
demand burden did not decrease. In some places, revenue demand increased 
from 30 per cent to 70 per cent. 



▪ It was issued to stress the importance of communal amity among the 
rebels, emphasizing the need of Hindus and Muslims to join their hands 
to drive out the English and protect their own religious customs and 
rituals.

▪ It declared that all sections of Indian society had suffered badly under 
the British rule and thus called for unity against the Alien rule.

▪ This proclamation was published in the Delhi Gazette in the midst of 
the “Great Mutiny” of 1857. 

▪ The author was most probably Firoz Shah, a grandson of the Mughal 
emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar.





“Relief of Lucknow”, painted by Thomas Jones Barker, 
1859. At the centre of the canvas are the British heroes – Campbell, Outram and 

Havelock.



Q. The art piece "In Memoriam" was a creation of which one 
of the following European painters?
NDA (2019)

a) Thomas Jones Barker
b) Joseph Noel Paton
c) Thomas Daniell
d) Charles D'Oyly



“In Memoriam”,
by Joseph Noel Paton, 1859







Louis Fischer : The Life of 
Mahatma Gandhi



The judge who presided over Gandhiji’s trial on 
Charges of sedition in 1922 - Justice C.N. 
Broomfield.









Satara State 
Congress, 
Satara, 
Maharashtra

Y. B Chavan 
and Nana 
Patil

•Dubbed “Prati Sarkar,” it was organised 
by leaders like Y.B. Chavan, Nana Patil, 
and others.
•Village libraries and Nyayadan Mandals 
were established, prohibition campaigns 
were launched, and ‘Gandhi 
weddings’ were held.
•Businessmen (via contributions, refuge, 
and material assistance).
•Students (as couriers), simple peasants (by 
rejecting information to authorities).
•Pilots and train drivers (by carrying 
explosives and other supplies).
•Government officials, including police, all 
offered active assistance (who passed on 
secret information to the activists).



Parallel 
Government 
and Location

Leader Brief Information

Ballia Seva 
Sansthan, 
Ballia, Uttar 
Pradesh

Chittu
Pandey

•Formed by Chittu Pandey, a local 
farmer and freedom fighter, to provide 
essential services and governance to the 
people of Ballia during the Quit India 
Movement.
•The parallel government provided 
healthcare, education, and other services 
to the people.

Tamralipta 
Jatiya Sarkar, 
Tamluk, 
Bengal

Ambika 
Chakrabart
y

•Formed by Ambika Chakrabarty, a local 
leader and freedom fighter, to provide 
essential services and governance to the 
people of Tamluk during the Quit India 
Movement.
•The parallel government established 
schools, hospitals, and other public 
services to meet the needs of the people.







1937 Provincial Elections 

▪ INC got a majority in all provinces, 

except for  Bengal, Assam, NWFP, 

Punjab and Sindh.

▪ In Bengal, Assam and NWFP, Congress 

emerged as the single largest party, 

whereas in Punjab and Sindh its 

performance was poor



Provincial Elections of 
1937

• Congress had majority in most of the provinces. Out of 
the total 11 provinces, Congress formed ministries in 8 
provinces- Madras, UP, Bombay, Central Provinces, 
Bihar, Orissa, Assam and NWFP. 

• Sindh – a coalition led by Sindh United Party formed 
the government.

• Punjab – Sikander Hayat Khan’s Unionist Party

• Bengal – Fazlul Huq’s Krishak Praja Party in Coalition 
with Muslim League

• The All-India Muslim League failed to form its own 
government in any province.





Some comparison
▪ League won just 106 /482 

seats allotted to Muslims 
under Separate 
Electorates.

▪ Failed to win even single 
seat in NWFP.











Elections of 1945-46

• General elections were held in December 1945 to elect 
members of the Central Legislature while provincial 
elections were held in 1946. The franchise was extremely 
limited. The voter turnout was high on the day of the 
polls.

• Congress swept the general constituencies, capturing 91.3 
per cent of the non-Muslim vote. It captured 57 out of 102 
seats in the central assembly.

• In the provincial elections, it got majority in most 
provinces except in Bengal, Sindh and Punjab. The 
congress majority provinces included NWFP and Assam 
which were being claimed for Pakistan.

• The League’s success in the seats reserved for Muslims 
was spectacular: it won all 30 reserved constituencies in 
the Centre with 86.6 per cent of the Muslim vote.



Elections of 1945-46

• ML also secured 442 out of 509 reserve seats in the provincial 
elections.

• In the provincial elections, Muslim League got majority & 
formed its ministries in Bengal and Sind.

• Unionist-Congress-Akali coalition under Khizr Hyat Khan 
had assumed power in Punjab.

• Only as late as 1946, therefore, did the League establish itself as 
the dominant party among Muslim voters, seeking to vindicate 
its claim to be the “sole spokesman” of India’s Muslims.

• Elections of 1945-46 had a significant role in partition of India 
and creation of “Pakistan”. Results gave the Muslim League the 
authoritative position to represent Indian Muslims that Jinnah 
had long wanted. The supporters of the two-nation theory 
regarded the verdict of 1946 as a vindication of their stand.



Some comparison















Thank You!
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