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Paper 1 
 

Section - A 

Question 1. Answer the following question in about 150 Words each: 10x5=50 

(a) Discuss the historical antecedents of the emergence of Sociology as a 
discipline. (10 Marks) 

The emergence of sociology as a separate academic discipline can be traced back to a series of 
historical antecedents and intellectual developments. While sociology is a relatively modern 
discipline, its roots can be found in the Enlightenment period and various social, political, and 
economic transformations over the centuries. Here are some of the key historical antecedents that 
contributed to the emergence of sociology: 

The Enlightenment- It is the view of many observers that the Enlightenment constitutes a critical 
development especially in the later development of sociology.  The Enlightenment was a period of 
remarkable intellectual development and change in philosophical thought.  

 A number of ideas and beliefs, some of which were related to social life were overthrown and 
replaced during the Enlightenment.  The most prominent thinkers associated with Enlightenment 
were the French philosophers Charles Montesquieu (1689 – 1755) and Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712 
– 1778). 

Influence of Natural Sciences- Herbert Spencer gave the concept of organismic analogy and drew 
parallel between social and organic world applying evolution to the social world.  

French Revolution- The French Revolution brought about far reaching changes in not only French 
society but in societies throughout Europe. It changed the ‘political structure’ of European society 
and replaced the age of feudalism by heralding the ‘arrival of democracy’. These significant themes 
included the transformation of property, the social disorder, caused by the change in the political 
structure and its impact on the economic structure. 

Industrial Revolution- Industrial revolution led to change in the economy of society several social 
changes followed. As capitalism became more and more complex, new class of industrial workers, 
managers, capitalists emerged.  

The industrial cities grew rapidly. In the industrial cities socio-economic disparities were very wide. 
City life in the industrial society became an altogether a different way of life. A new population 
earning their livelihood by working in the factories arose. In the early years this working-class lived-
in poverty and squalor and were socially deprived but at the same time they were indispensable in 
the new industrial system.  

This made them a powerful social force. The traditional emphasis on land lost its value while money 
or capital became important during the Industrial Revolution. 

Conservatism- These profound changes moved both conservative and radical thinkers. The 
conservatives feared that such conditions would lead to ‘chaos and disorder.’ The radicals felt that 
this would lead to social transformation. Though the judgement of values differed, social thinkers 
of the time were agreed upon the epoch-making impact of the two Revolutions. Therefore, certain 
changes taking place in the eighteenth and nineteenth century in Europe bothered social thinkers. 
Sociology thus grew essentially as a product of the reflections of the great thinkers reflecting on 
society. 
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The emergence of sociology as a distinct discipline can be attributed to the interplay of intellectual 
ideas, material developments, and social changes that characterized the modern era. Key intellectual 
ideas, such as the Enlightenment, positivism, and Marxism, provided the theoretical foundations 
for the study of society, while material developments, such as industrialization and urbanization, 
created the social context in which sociology could develop. ogether, these factors contributed to the 
establishment of sociology as a discipline dedicated to the scientific study of human society and the 
pursuit of social progress. 
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(b) Davis and Moore made it clear that social stratification is a functional 
necessity and also an unconscious device. Discuss. (10 Marks) 

Functionalist theory assumes that the various structures and processes in society exist because they 
serve important functions for society’s stability and continuity. In line with this view, functionalist 
theorists in sociology assume that stratification exists because it also serves important functions for 
society. This explanation was developed more than 60 years ago by Kingsley Davis and Wilbert 
Moore (Davis & Moore, 1945) in the form of several logical assumptions that imply stratification is 
both necessary and inevitable. 

Their assumptions would be as follows: 

1. Some jobs are more important than other jobs. For example, the job of a brain surgeon is 
more important than the job of shoe-shining.  

2. Some jobs require more skills and knowledge than other jobs. To stay with our example, 
it takes more skills and knowledge to do brain surgery than to shine shoes.  

3. Relatively few people have the ability to acquire the skills and knowledge that are needed 
to do these important, highly skilled jobs. Most of us would be able to do a decent job of 
shining shoes, but very few of us would be able to become brain surgeons.  

4. To induce the people with the skills and knowledge to do the important, highly skilled 
jobs, society must promise those higher incomes or other rewards. If this is true, some 
people automatically end up higher in society’s ranking system than others, and stratification 
is thus necessary and inevitable. 

A few years after Davis and Moore published their functionalist theory of stratification, other 
sociologists pointed out some serious problems in their argument: -  

• First, it is difficult to compare the importance of many types of jobs. For example, which is 
more important, doing brain surgery or mining coal? Although you might be tempted to 
answer “brain surgery,” if no coal were mined, much of our society could not function. In 
another example, which job is more important, attorney or professor?  

• Second, the functionalist explanation implies that the most important jobs have the highest 
incomes and the least important jobs the lowest incomes, but many examples, including the 
ones just mentioned, counter this view. Elementary school teachers do a very important job 
in our society, but their salaries are much lower than those of sports agents, advertising 
executives, and many other people whose jobs are far less essential.  

• Third, the functionalist view also implies that people move up the economic ladder based on 
their abilities, skills, knowledge, and, more generally, their merit. If this is true, another 
implication is that if they do not move up the ladder, they lack the necessary merit. This view 
ignores the fact that much of our stratification stems from lack of equal opportunity  

• Because of their race, ethnicity, gender, and class standing at birth, some people have less 
opportunity than others to acquire the skills and training they need to fill the types of jobs 
addressed by the functionalist approach. 

• Finally, the functionalist explanation might make sense up to a point, but it does not justify 
the extremes of wealth and poverty found around the globe. 
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The functional theory of stratification provided by Kingsley Davis and Wilbert Moore suggests that 
social inequalities are functional for society because they provide an incentive for the most talented 
individuals to occupy jobs that are essential to the orderly maintenance of a society. Critics of Davis 
and Moore's theory suggest that stratification actually undermines the stability within a society due 
to unequal access to opportunities, the disproportionate amount of power given to elites, and the 
institutionalization of social distance between diverse members of a society.  

According to the functionalist view, stratification is a necessary and inevitable consequence of the 
need to use the promise of financial reward to induce talented people to pursue important jobs and 
careers. 
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(c) What is the Marxist concept of ‘fetishism of commodities’? (10 Marks) 

The Marxist concept of the "fetishism of commodities" is a key element of Karl Marx's analysis of 
capitalism, particularly as outlined in his seminal work, "Capital" This concept refers to the way in 
which commodities in a capitalist society appear to have inherent value and social significance, 
which is actually a result of the specific social and economic relations within the capitalist system. 

A Marxist theory that explains how inanimate objects under capitalism, get alienated from the 
labour and production process and achieve fantastical powers. In modern society, this is further 
accentuated by the use of brand names over quality or use-value of the product. 

The concept explains that a commodity has different values. In its physical state, an object has a 
purpose or utility which Marx describes as the use value. Since the production of an object requires 
the labour of producers, the value of the labour adds to the value of the object. Finally, when the 
object reaches the market, it has an exchange value which is the monetary value attached to the 
product. As long as an object is attached to its use-value, it remains an ordinary thing. But when it 
comes to the market as a commodity, it attains fantastical powers and mystical features. 

Marx explains that the production and distribution of an object build or renew social relations — 
the relation between an employer who hires employees who work to create the object, the 
distributor who supplies raw materials for the production, the transport facility that takes raw 
materials to the factories and brings the finished product to the market and finally the relation 
between the consumer and the seller of the product. 

Social relations under capitalism 

Under capitalism, these social relations and the production process become invisible to the 
consumer as it is a private process. And though an object’s potential is only realised when it is 
exchanged as a commodity in the market (a place where it becomes social), the interaction between 
individuals is replaced by the interaction between commodity and money, (which is also a product 
of sold labour) which is the universal equivalent for exchange. Thus, the commodity is devoid of 
any signs of labour put into its creation. This is unique to capitalism. 

It also leads to alienation of labour as the labor is not able to associate himself with the product so 
created and also has no ownership over his own creation. 

Marx therefore concludes that "Whatever we may think... of the different roles in which men 
confront each other in such a society, the social relations between individuals in the performance of 
their labour appear at all events as their own personal relations, and are not disguised as social 
relations between things, between the products of labour". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/SleepySociology


  
T.me/SleepySociology

 

  7 

Access all our courses: - sleepyclasses.com/sociology-for-upsc/ 

(d) Present a sociological review on the ‘new middle class’. (10 Marks) 

According to Max Weber those who possess skills that have a definite ‘market value’ (for example, 
doctors, engineers and other professionals) are rewarded better than the unskilled labourers. Thus, 
their “class situation” is different from that of the working class and in the Weberian framework, 
they constitute the middle classes. 

 Later sociologists have made a crucial distinction in the sociological literature between the “old” 
middle classes and “new” middle classes. The term “old” middle class is used in the sense in which 
Marx had used the term “petty-bourgeoisie” i.e., those who work with their own means of 
production such as traders, independent professionals and farmers. The term “new” middle class is 
broadly used to describe the skilled or white-collared workers/ salaried employees and the self-
employed professionals. 

A new middle class has emerged throughout the world, which is unique in the sense that it is 
marked by the individual’s capacity to consume global iconic objects, renowned sociologist Jeffrey 
C. Alexander has said. The term 'new middle class' in India designates the socio-economic segment 
that emerged during the 1990s after liberalization, marked by swift economic expansion, 
globalization, and the ascendancy of the service industry. In a renowned analysis of India's middle 
class, B.B. Mishra proposed that a significant portion of this group was predominantly comprised 
of educated professionals, including government employees, lawyers, college educators, and 
physicians. 

1. Economic Transformation: Members of the 'New Middle Class' are typically characterized 
by their educational attainment, professional occupations, and relatively higher income 
compared to the working class. These individuals are often engaged in professions such as 
IT, finance, education, healthcare, and various service-oriented industries. 

2. Consumerism: Extending viewpoints of scholars such as Simmel and Campbell to present 
times, it can be stated that along with money making, consumption of goods has become an 
end in itself. Consumption pattern now decides class of people.  

3. Social identity: The new middle class in India is characterized by a complex and fluid social 
identity, which is shaped by factors such as caste, religion, region, and language. While they 
may retain some traditional values and practices, they are also open to embracing modernity 
and experimenting with new ideas and lifestyles. This has led to the emergence of a hybrid 
culture, which combines elements of both tradition and modernity. 

4. Social Activism: The new middle class is also characterized by a heightened sense of social 
responsibility and activism. They are more likely to participate in social movements and 
campaigns, such as the anti-corruption movement led by Anna Hazare and the protests 
against the Delhi gang-rape case in 2012. Changes have, however, occurred in the basic 
character of this class. While Pawan Varma, in his book The Great Indian Middle Class has 
initiated a significant debate on the declining social responsibility of the Indian middle class. 
It is in this context, that the idea of new middle class has been made popular in India. 

5. The new middle class has left behind its dependence on austerity and state protection. The 
newness of the middle class rests on its embrace of social practices of taste and consumption 
and a new cultural standard Thus, the “newness” of middle class involves adoption of a new 
ideology rather than a shift in the social basis of India’s middle class. 
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Criticism 

The Critics of this new middle class have pointed out the negative effects that middle class 
consumerism holds in the terms of environmental degradation and growing indifference towards 
socioeconomic problems of the country. Although they enjoy a certain level of affluence, the 'New 
Middle Class' encounters a range of difficulties. These include income disparities, uncertainties 
regarding employment, and the stress associated with upholding a specific standard of living. 
Moreover, they may grapple with questions related to their identity and culture as they navigate 
the delicate balance between traditional values and contemporary aspirations.  

The 'New Middle Class' represents a dynamic and evolving social group with significant 
sociological implications. Understanding its formation, characteristics, and impact on society is 
crucial for sociologists and policymakers. 
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(e) Explain the probability sampling strategies with examples. (10 Marks) 

Probability sampling is a sampling technique in which every member of the population has a 
known, non-zero chance of being selected in the sample. This method ensures that the sample is 
representative of the population, allowing researchers to make generalizations about the population 
based on the sample. 

Probability sampling is based on random selection of units from a population. In other words, the 
sampling process is not based on the discretion of the researcher but is carried out in such a way 
that the probability of every unit in the population of being included is the same.  

For example, in the case of a lottery, every individual has equal chance of being selected.  

Some of the characteristics of a probability sample are : 

I. each unit in the population  has some probability of being selected in the sample,  

II.  weights appropriate to the probabilities are used in the analysis of the sample and iii)  the 
process of sampling is automatic in one or more steps of the selection of units in the sample. 

Types of probability sampling 

Simple or unrestricted random sampling  

Simple random sampling is a method of selecting a sample from a finite population in such a way 
that every unit of the population is given an equal chance of being selected. The selection process is 
very random.  

For example, you may use the lottery method to draw a random sample by using a set of ‘n’ tickets, 
with numbers ‘1 to n’ if there are ‘n’ units in the population. After shuffling the tickets thoroughly, 
the sample of a required size, say x, is selected by picking the required x number of tickets. The units 
which have the serial numbers occurring on these tickets will be considered selected. The 
assumption underlying this method is that the tickets are shuffled so that the population can be 
regarded as arranged randomly 

Systematic sampling 

Systematic sampling provides a more even spread of the sample over the population list and leads 
to greater precision. 

This method provides a sample as good as a simple random sample and is comparatively easier to 
draw. If a researcher is interested to study the average telephone bill of an area in his/her city, 
he/she may randomly select every fourth telephone holder from the telephone directory and find 
out their annual telephone bills. 

Stratified Random Sampling 

In some cases, the population to be sampled is not homogenous. Therefore, rather than selecting 
randomly from the entire population the main population is divided into a number of sub-
populations called strata, each of which is homogeneous with respect to one or more 
characteristic(s). The sample elements are then  selected from each stratum at random. Thus, all 
strata are represented in the sample. This approach to sampling is called stratified random sampling  
because the population is stratified into its sub-populations and the condition of random selection 
is included by the selection within the strata. 
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Cluster sampling  

Cluster sampling is used when the population under study is infinite, where a list of units of 
population does not exist, when the geographic distribution of units is scattered, or when sampling 
of individual units is not convenient for several administrative reasons. It involves division of the 
population  into clusters that serve as primary sampling units. A selection of the clusters is then 
made to form the sample. Thus, in cluster sampling, the samplingunit contains clusters instead of 
individual members or items in the population. 

For example, for the purpose of selecting a sample of high school teachers in a state, you may enlist 
all high schools instead of teachers teaching in high schools and select randomly a 10 per cent sample 
(say) of the schools as clusters. You may  then  use all the teachers of the selected schools as the 
sample or randomly select a few of them. 

Each of these probability sampling strategies has its own advantages and disadvantages, depending 
on the research question and the characteristics of the population being studied. However, all of 
them aim to provide a representative sample of the population, allowing researchers to make 
generalizations and draw conclusions about the population based on the sample. 
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Question 2.  

(a) According to Mead, “We play a key role in our own socialization.” 20 
Marks 

Structure: 

• Defining Socialization  

• Agent of Socialization  

• Mead’s idea on how Socialization begins with self  

• Conclusion 

Defining Socialization  

• Socialization is a term used by sociologists to refer to the lifelong process of inheriting and 
disseminating norms, customs and ideologies, providing an individual with skills and habits 
necessary for participating within his or her own society. 

• Socialization can also be defined as the process whereby the helpless infant gradually 
becomes a self-aware, knowledgeable person, skilled in the ways of the culture into which 
s/he is born. 

• Anthony Giddens defines Socialization as the process which transforms a quite helpless 
human infant into a self-aware, knowledgeable person who is skilled in the ways of their 
society’s culture. 

Agents of socialization  

The child is socialised by several agencies and institutions in which s/he participates. The agents of 
socialization are listed below:- 

• Family 

• Peer groups  

• Schools  

• Mass media 

• Social Media  

• Other agents like neighbourhood, occupational group and social class/ caste, region, 
religion. 

Mead and how socialization begin with self 

Mead is known for developing an evolutionary theory combining body, mind, self and society. 

He was influenced by two American traditions i.e Behaviourist and Pragmatic. 

Mead developed a theory of social behaviourism to explain how social experience develops an 
individual’s personality; his central concept in this is self, which is the part of an individual’s 
personality composed of self-awareness and self-image. 

According to Mead “a person’s self consists of his own thoughts about the unified goal of his or her 
body, emotions, thoughts and actions.” 
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Mead defines the emergence of the self as a thoroughly social process: “The self, as that which can 
be an object to itself, is essentially a social structure, and it arises in social experience” 

He links development of personality and mind with selfhood. And he claimed that self is not there 
at birth, rather, it is developed with social experience. E.g. – evaluating himself, I am Lazy. Me 
Myself- identifying role of wicket keeper in game of cricket. 

According to Mead, the development of the self goes through stages:  

1. Imitation (children initially can only mimic the gestures and words of others);  

2. Play (beginning at age three, children play the roles of specific people, such as a fire fighter 
or the Lone Ranger); and 

3. Games (in the first years of school, children become involved in organized team games and 
must learn the role of each member of the team). 

Mead also introduced the concepts of “generalised other” and “significant other”.  

“Generalised other” can be understood as those rules and values of the culture of a particular 
group in which the child is engaged. By understanding the “generalised other” the child is able to 
understand what kind of manners is expected as well as valued in any social setting. 

“Significant other” consists of those persons who are of importance in the child’s life and affect 
her/his understanding of self along with the child’s emotions and behaviours. According to him 
socialization depends upon the child’s understanding of others’ views as important in her/his life.  

As life goes on, the self continues to change along with social experiences. 

Mead concluded that not only the self, but also the mind is a social product. We cannot think without 
symbols, and it is our society that gives us our symbols by giving us our language. 

C.H. Cooley in his book The Social Organisations wrote that self evolves through a process of 
looking glass- Self. It states that a person’s self grows out of society’s interpersonal interaction and 
the perceptions of others. The term refers to people shaping themselves based on others peoples’ 
perceptions, which leads people to reinforce other peoples’ perspectives on themselves. 

Process of development of socialization involves two parts: 

• Inner Conversation - thinking is a process in which there is exchange of significant symbols 
between person and his own self. 

• Outer Conversation - verbal or non- Verbal conversation with outside world. 

Conclusion  

Indira Prathasarathy describes correlation that corresponds between and Individual and society. 
He fabricated the effect of society on the individual’s self and the society affected by the perceptions 
and actions of an individual’s self. 

Ralph Turner- “Role Making” for this we should carefully observe use of significant symbols and 
we should try to see you are free into actor’s subjectivity. This is the micro sociological approach 
developed in American sociology. 

Socialization is a concept in which the role of individual is shaped by societal norms and selfhood 
but human behaviour is not completely shaped by societal norms. They change situation and think 
of alternative action and modify their behaviour as ethnomethodology revealed emotional 
commitment to everyday norms through purposeful breaching of norms. 
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Sociologists do not think of people as little robots who simply are the result of their exposure to 
socializing agents. Although socialization is powerful and profoundly affects us all, we have a self, 
and the self is dynamic. Each of us uses our own mind to reason and make choices. 

In this way, each of us is actively involved even in the social construction of the self. Our experiences 
have an impact on us, but we are not doomed to keep our orientations if we do not like them. We 
can choose to change our experiences by exposing ourselves to other groups and ideas. 

Extra:  

Types of Socialization 

There are different forms of socialization. 

Group socialization- It says that an individual’s peer groups, rather than parental figures, influence 
his or her personality and behaviour in adulthood. Example, twin brothers, whose genetic make-up 
is identical but they will differ in personality. 

Gender socialization- Henslin contends that “an important part of socialization is the learning of 
culturally defined gender roles.” It can be understood as the process by which different agents of 
socialization shape the thoughts of children and make them learn different gender roles. Gender 
roles are reinforced through countless subtle and not so subtle ways. 

Cultural socialization- It refers to parenting practices that teach children about their racial history 
or heritage and, sometimes, is referred to as “pride development.” Promotion of mistrust refers to 
the parenting practices of socialising children to be vary of people from other races. 

Anticipatory Socialization- The term anticipatory socialization was introduced by the sociologist 
Robert K. Merton (1957). It is a process by which someone is consciously socialised for future 
occupations, positions and social relationships. For example, a child made to leave home to stay in 
a boarding school with the anticipation of better socialization. 

There are various other forms of socialization depending upon different phases in a human’s life 
time. These include primary, secondary, Re-socialization and Adult socialization. 
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(b) Bring out the significance of Ethnography in social research. (20 Marks) 

According to C.V Good, social research is ideally the careful and unbiased investigation of a 
problem based on so far as possible upon demonstrable facts involving refined distinctions, 
interpretations and usually some generalizations. While Ethnography seeks to gain insights into 
social phenomena by immersing itself in the subject, which involves observing and engaging in 
social activities, conversing with individuals in their everyday environments, and gathering various 
materials such as photographs, texts, literature, and statistics. It is a qualitative data collection 
approach which takes into account individual aspect of society as well. The different methods used 
are participant observation, Naturalism, field studies etc. 

Significance of ethnographic studies in social research: 

1. Helps to understand complex reality of society: According to Max Weber the social reality 
is vast, dichotomous and complex and in order to understand it we need to follow the 
interpretivist approach. Ethnography helps to social researcher to understand the social 
reality from the perspective of the people. By immersing themselves in the field, researchers 
can explore the intricacies of social behaviors, cultures, and interactions, which may be 
challenging to capture through other research methods. 

2. Helps in understanding of human behavior: It enhances the understanding of human 
behavior for scientists. A significant number of scientists engage in the field of behavioral 
sciences to investigate the diverse reactions of individuals to stimuli, unravel the factors that 
shape their choices and behaviors, and explore the underlying reasons for these responses. 

3. Provides deep insights in research: Ethnography provides different aspects of cultural 
groups, individuals including their values, norms, practices etc. As it is a qualitative research 
method so it does not depend on predefined assessment with restricted observation. 

4. Minimizes bias of researcher: As the analysis is based on observation and feedback of 
population. So there is less chances for the researcher to include his personal bias and values 
into research.  

5. Provides actual picture of reality: Many groups and population are prejudiced and people 
have negative bias towards them. Ethnography provides reality of groups with their own 
perspective. 

Limitations of Ethnographic research: 

1. Time consuming: A prominent drawback of ethnography is the time element. To initiate the 
study of a particular group of individuals, the ethnographer must initially build a strong 
rapport with them. This process entails investing months, or possibly even years, in 
observing their daily routines and gaining insights into their culture, traditions, and 
behaviors. 

2. Resource Intensive: As the researcher need to travel and live in at the site of study. 

3. Susceptible to bias and prejudice: Ethnographers, no matter how neutral they strive to be, 
might nonetheless be impacted by cultural prejudice or ignorance. 

4. Limitation of accessibility to certain groups to study 

5. Participants get conscious when they get to know that some research is Ethical and privacy 

concern being conducted on them and sometimes they act different from their actual 
behavior. 
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6. Difficult to make generalizations: Different cultures have different practices and thus 
studying one group can’t be generalized for all other groups. 

7. : It is not right to invade the privacy of participants and treat them as means to an end. 

Despite having limitations of ethnography it has provided a new and holistic approach to study the 
complex human society and understand its changing pattern and problems. It helps in 
understanding the reasons behind the behavior experience and attitudes of the people of the group, 
community, culture or market under study. 
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(c) What is ‘reserve army of labour’ ? Present the position of feminist 
scholars on this. (10 Marks) 

Structure 

• Explain Reserve army of labour  

• Feminist perspective on Reserve Army  

• Contemporary Position  

• Conclude 

Reserve army of Labour 

Reserve army of labour is a Marxist term used to describe the ranks of the unemployed who 
through the absence of any meaningful choice are prepared to work for very low wages in 
temporary jobs. 

The existence of a reserve army of labour serves the interests of the bourgeoisie and exploits 
members of the proletariat. 

The use of the word "army" refers to the workers being conscripted and regimented in the 
workplace in a hierarchy under the command or authority of the owners of capital. 

According to Marx, reserve army of labour he is composed of three parts:  

1. The floating reserve Army of labour (used to have good jobs, but are now out of work)  

2. The stagnant reserve army of labour (extremely irregular employment)  

3. The latent reserve army of labour (not yet fully integrated into capitalist production) 

Feminist View 

• Marxist and socialist Feminism: Capitalists are the main beneficiaries of women exploitation 
as in pursuit for profits either they hire women at lower wages or gain from women’s 
unpaid work indirectly as men are able to work at cost of their wives. 

• Women are more likely to be in low paid jobs with less job security than men it is also fact 
that women disproportionately work in the five C’s (cleaning, clerical, caring, cashiering 
and catering). 

• Christine Delphy and Diana Leonard see the family as an economic system. It involves a 
particular set of labour relations in which men benefit from and exploit the women and their 
work and sometimes that of their children.  

• Androcentric common-sense views see housework as unimportant. 

• Rosa Luxemburg argued that household labour is productive according to the continued 

growth of capitalist mode of production, which requires extraction of surplus from sector 
that is at least formally non-capitalist. 

Thus, by revealing the true nature of housework, feminists have been able to encourage a social 
change, in which the unpaid work of women is recognised. 
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Contemporary Ideas: 

• Because of globalisation, there has been a rise in percentage of women in the labour force in 
almost every region of the world, or in other words there has been feminisation of labour 
markets. 

• This process of globalisation is based on demand for low wage labour of women from Third 
World countries. 

• Jobs has have been created for women, but most of these jobs are informal, part-time, casual 
and temporary, with poor working conditions and lack of labour rights.  

• These jobs are designed to be carried out in addition to household and family responsibilities 
of women.  

• The ILO reports that the proportion of jobless has been steadily increasing since the 
beginning of the financial crisis of 2007–2008. 

Conclusion  

Nirmala Banerjee and Maria Mies pointed out that women are situated at the margins and for 
women as subsistence producers, benefits the capitalist economy as the unorganised sector is 
composed of more women. Eg- In India Self help Groups. 

The globalisation there is feminisation of wage labour, wherein women from vulnerable sections, 
defined by social class, colour, race and ethnicity, are employed at cheaper labour price and are 
more prone to exploitation. It does seem like the failure of society to allocate resources and provide 
opportunities fairly that explains the problems of poverty and social exclusion. 

Extra 

Marx does talk about the fourth part as well in terms of Pauperdom, who only receive the public 
charity for survival. 

Finally, people may leave the army and the reserve army by turning to criminality, Marx refers to 
such people as lumpenproletariat. 

It is a concept used by Karl Marx (but originally given by Friedrich Engels) in critique of political 
economy. 

Features of Reserve Army of Labour: 

• It refers to the unemployed and underemployed in capitalist society.  

• It is seen for the first time in capitalist era. Before this structural unemployment on a mass 
scale rarely existed, other than that caused by natural disasters and wars.  

• Overpopulation is in the interest of the bourgeoisie and since capital only increases when it 
employs workers, the increase of capital involves an increase of the proletariat and the 
increase of the proletariat must proceed relatively even faster. 

• Margaret Benston - Capitalism benefits from women as they are a reserve army which helps 
keep wages down plus are easily employed in the category of secondary breadwinners. 

• Reserve army of workers exist - so easy to exploit workers. 
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• From a feminist perspective, the work of TH Marshall is highly constricted in being focused 
on men and ignoring the social rights of women and impediments to their realisation.  

• Women in particular, are oppressed, not because they are socialised into being passive, nor 
because they are ideologically conditioned into subservience, but because their work is 
appropriated within the family 

• Eg- Women provide a number of unpaid service for men including providing them with a 
client sexual partner and children if he wants them. Women are not always passive victims 
but economic and social constraints make it difficult for women escape from the patriarchal 
family. 

• Lee Harvey in critical social science embraces all those approaches in sociology that aim to 
be critical of society in order to facilitate social change. 

Feminists have been able to show that housework, like paid work, has a crucial role in the economy. 

• Peter Custers in his book capital accumulation and women’s labour in Asian economies talks 
about discourse on women’s labour and analyse the patriarchal basis of working-class  

• He talks about “theory of Housewifisation”. 

• Catherine Mackinnon marks gender as core contradiction of the society. It was argued that 
sexist operation is the primary contradiction in society and is the basis of all other forms of 
oppression.  

• Angela Davis says in the pre-capitalist home based economy, woman were not only 
considered to be housekeeping, but also full fledged workers as written in formative feminist 
discourse.  

• V. Geetha argues that the feminist protagonist of the domestic labour debate pointed out 
that Marx in his theorisations did not take into account the domestic work done by woman. 
Hence, Marxian theory proposed her separation of economy from house work, and omitted 
the economic significance of unpaid domestic feminist scholars. 

• In recent years , there has been a growing use in Marxist and anarchist theory of the concept 
of "the precariat" to describe a growing reliance on temporary, part-time workers with 
precarious status who share aspects of the proletariat and the reserve army of labor. 
Precarious workers do work part-time or full-time in temporary jobs, but they cannot really 
earn enough to live on and depend partly on friends or family, or on state benefits, to survive. 
Typically, they do not become truly "unemployed", but they do not have a decent job to go 
to either.  

• Paul Samuelson argues that much Marxian literature assumes that the mere existence of the 
unemployed drives down wages, when in reality is dependent upon contingent factors such 
as are the unemployed easily available as replacements? 

Three features to keep in mind about Rosa Luxemburg’s ideas that differentiate her analysis in The 
Accumulation of Capital from the perspectives of other prominent Marxists: 

1. Luxemburg advances a controversial conceptualization of imperialism’s relationship to the 
exploitation of the working class in the advanced capitalist countries. 

Because workers receive less value than what they create, they are unable to purchase and 
consume all that is produced. 
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This under-consumption means that capitalists must expand into non-capitalist areas, seeking 

markets as well as raw materials and investment opportunities (particularly new sources of labor) 
outside of the capitalist economic sphere. 

‘Non-capitalist organizations provide a fertile soil for capitalism,’ she noted, which means that 
‘capital feeds on the ruins of such organizations, and, although this non-capitalist milieu is 
indispensable for accumulation, the latter proceeds, at the cost of this medium nevertheless, by 
eating it up’. 

Penetration into non-capitalist economies facilitate the capital accumulation process, but capitalist 
accumulation ‘corrodes and assimilates’ these economies. 

This constituted a new contradiction: ‘capital cannot accumulate without the aid of non-capitalist 

organizations, nor, on the other hand, can it tolerate their continued existence side by side with 
itself. Only the continuous and progressive disintegration of noncapitalist organizations makes 
accumulation of capital possible’. 

The inevitable tendency this leads to will be ‘the standstill of accumulation,’ which ‘means that the 
development of the productive forces is arrested,’ leading to capitalist collapse. Luxemburg 
conceives that this leads to a painless transition to socialism, but rather to the desperate escalation 
of militarism and war. 

2. Another distinctive quality of her conceptualization of imperialism is that it is not restricted 
to ‘the highest stage’ or ‘latest stage’ of capitalism. 

Rather, imperialism is something that one finds at the earliest beginnings of capitalism – in the 
period of what Marx calls ‘primitive capitalist accumulation’ – and which continues non-stop, with 
increasing and overwhelming reach and velocity, down to the present. 

Or as she puts it, ‘capitalism in its full maturity also depends in all respects on non-capitalist strata 
and social organizations existing side by side with it,’ and ‘since the accumulation of capital becomes 
impossible in all points without non-capitalist surroundings, we cannot gain a true picture of it by 
assuming the exclusive and absolute domination of the capitalist mode of production’. 

Quoting Marx, she concluded: ‘The historical career of capitalism can only be appreciated by taking 
them together. “Sweating blood and filth with every pore from head to toe” characterizes not only 
the birth of capital but also its progress in the world at every step, arid thus capitalism prepares its 
own downfall under ever more violent contortions and convulsions’. 

This meant, on the international arena, ‘colonial policy, an international loan system -- a policy of 
spheres of interest -- and war. Force, fraud, oppression, looting are openly displayed without any 
attempt at concealment, and it requires an effort to discover within this tangle of political violence 
and contests of power the stern laws of the economic process’. 

3. Another special feature of Luxemburg’s contribution is her anthropological sensitivity to 
the impact of capitalist expansion on the rich variety of the world’s peoples and cultures.  

The survey of capitalist expansionism’s impact in her Accumulation of Capital includes such 
examples as: 

a) the destruction of the English peasants and artisans; 

b) the destruction of the native-American peoples (the so-called Indians); 

c) the enslavement of African peoples by the European powers;  
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d) the ruination of small farmers in the mid-western and western regions of the United States; 

e) the onslaught of French colonialism in Algeria; 

f) the onslaught of British colonialism in India; 

g) British incursions into China, with special reference to the Opium wars; 

h) the onslaught of British colonialism in South Africa (with lengthy reference to the three-way 
struggle of black African peoples, the Dutch Boers, and the British). 

‘Each new colonial expansion is accompanied, as a matter of course, by a relentless battle of capital 
against the social and economic ties of the natives,’ she wrote, ‘who are also forcibly robbed of their 
means of production and labor power.’ 

Their means of production and their labor power no less than their demand for surplus products is 
necessary to capitalism. 

Yet the latter is fully determined to undermine their independence as social units, in order to 

gain possession of their means of production and labor power and to convert them into 
commodity buyers.’ But the destructive impact of all this on the cultures of the world’s peoples was 
emphasized by Luxemburg as by no other Marxist theorist of her time. 
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Question 3.  

(a) Discuss the importance of interpretative understanding of social 
phenomena and explain its limitations. 20 Marks 

Interpretative sociology, also known as interpretive sociology or interpretivism, is an approach to 
studying social phenomena that focuses on understanding the meanings, beliefs, and values that 
individuals and groups attach to their social experiences and actions.  

It is rooted in the idea that social reality is not just an objective, external reality, but is also shaped 
by the subjective interpretations and meanings that people give to their experiences. 

Weber’s understanding  

Interpretive sociology is an approach developed by Max Weber that centers on the importance of 
meaning and action when studying social trends and problems. This approach diverges from 
positivistic sociology by recognizing that the subjective experiences, beliefs, and behavior of people 
are equally important to study as are observable, objective facts. 

Weber was one of the first sociologists to recognize the role ‘human understanding’ and 
interpretation plays in social action and the fashioning of social order without losing sight of what 
he terms ‘causal adequacy’. He argued that sociology is a science that “attempts the interpretive 
understanding of social action in order to arrive at a causal explanation of its course and effects” 

Branches of Interpretative sociology 

SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM 

Herbert Blumer proposed that sociologists should focus on the subjective and interpretive aspects 
of peoples’ shared meanings. He argued that social structures are ongoing accomplishments of ‘joint 
action’, and emphasized human agency to shape social contexts that are never completely external 
to the individual nor obdurate in their influence and impact 

ETHNOMETHODOLOGY 

Similar to symbolic interactionism, ethnomethodology seeks to capture the real lived experiences of 
members within society, favoring the direct observation of people, especially focusing on micro-
interactions. Both perspectives emphasize negotiation and interpretation, and suggest that only 
through direct participation can researchers explicate the life world of members. 

 It also emphasizes the importance of language and the typifications which socially construct the 
experienced world. 

PHENOMENOLOGY 

In this theory Alfred Schutz, propounds that the course of our action, we employ assumptions about 
society and how it works and we use verstehen in a crude way to predict the action of others. 

 As a result, our acts are ‘meaningful’ not because we have a particular intention or motive, but 
because other actors interpret our action as having symbolic significance. It is said that the 
phenomenological perspective take the interpretive approach, initially developed by Max Weber 
and later on by other thinkers, to the extreme. 
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Importance of Interpretative Understanding: 

Contextualization of Behavior: Interpretative understanding allows researchers to delve into the 
context in which social phenomena occur. It recognizes that behavior cannot be fully understood 
without considering the cultural, historical, and situational context in which it takes place. 

Subjective Meaning deciphered and not random objective conception: It emphasizes the 
importance of subjective meanings and interpretations that individuals give to their experiences. 
This approach acknowledges that people's actions are guided by their own perceptions, values, and 
beliefs. 

Holistic Perspective and synthesis with common sense  :Interpretative understanding encourages 
a holistic approach to studying social phenomena. Instead of isolating variables, it seeks to 
understand the interconnectedness of various factors and how they contribute to the overall 
meaning of a phenomenon. 

Individual experience not compromised for society’s satisfaction ; 

Social phenomena are often complex and diverse. Interpretative understanding allows researchers 
to explore this complexity and diversity by capturing the nuances and variations in individuals' 
experiences and perspectives. 

Interpretive sociology has various limitations. 

• It is possible that observation may be influenced by personal bias. 

• Direct observation also requires prior knowledge of the culture being studied.  

• It assumes that people in society consider their actions to be rational, which may not always 
be the case. 

• It also has been regarded as an inadequate account of action since it remains excessively 
individualistic. 

• Subjectivity and Bias: The interpretative approach is inherently subjective, as it relies on the 
perspectives and interpretations of researchers and participants. This subjectivity can 
introduce biases, affecting the reliability and validity of the findings. 

• Limited Quantification: Interpretative understanding often lacks the precision and 
quantifiability associated with quantitative research. This limitation can make it difficult to 
compare and measure phenomena across different contexts. 

• Ethical Concerns: In-depth exploration of personal experiences may raise ethical concerns 
related to privacy and confidentiality. Researchers must navigate ethical considerations 
carefully when studying sensitive topics. 

Interpretative understanding is invaluable for gaining deep insights into social phenomena, 
acknowledging the subjective nature of human experiences. However, researchers must be mindful 
of its limitations and employ rigorous methods to enhance the credibility and trustworthiness of 
their findings. Balancing the strengths and weaknesses of interpretative approaches is essential for 
a comprehensive understanding of social phenomena 
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(b) Are all world religions patriarchal? Substantiate your answer with 
examples. (20 Marks) 

Answer: 

• Gender, religion, and patriarchy are foundational social constructs operating at the basis of 
social organization of society. 

• Religious organisations show that they are mainly dominated by the male despite the fact 
that women often participate more than men in such organisations. 

• Also, in some places of worship segregation of the sexes exists, e.g. seating in different pews 
or sections during worship. 

• Women’s participation may be restricted, for example, not being able to preach or to read 
from sacred texts or aspire to become priests or pastors. Taboos that regard menstruation, 
pregnancy and childbirth as polluting may also prevent participation. 

• Religion, Patriarchy and the Status of Women 

In most of the world’s major religions, women remain relegated to a second-tier status. 

• Women in several faiths are still barred from ordination. 

• Some are banned from praying alongside men and forbidden from stepping foot in some 
houses of worship altogether 

• Their attire, from headwear down to the length of their skirts in church, is often restricted. 

• Men have been dominant as recipients, interpreters and transmitters of divine messages, 
while women have largely remained passive receivers of teachings and ardent practitioners 
of religious rituals. 

• Attitudes developed around patriarchal interpretations of religious belief have defined and 
shaped the social and cultural contexts of Indian women resulting in their disempowerment 
and second-class status. 

Patriarchy, in some form, exists in most religions. 

• Women’s readiness to yield to the gendered regimes of religion is again brought out in the 
affirmation by majority of the women respondents that their primary religious duty is to be 
a good mother by bringing up children in faith. 

• This ‘comforting valorization of motherhood’ could be linked to a ‘naturalness’ attributed to 
procreative sex, and this in turn serves to reinforce patriarchal notions of what is appropriate 
femininity. 

• The irony of the religious mediation of patriarchy is that women actively collaborate in 
perpetrating their own subordination by following certain religious precepts uncritically. 
Having imbibed the socio-cultural patterns of thought that subjugate them, they become 
transmitters of the very norms that infantilize them. 

But, are all religions patriarchal? 

• No religions are patriarchal in their entirety and many are not even patriarchal in their origin. 
However, many have widely accepted highly patriarchal interpretations. 
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Religions in their early stages 

• What is ironical is that most of the organised religions of today were not discriminatory to 
begin with. Infact, many scholars contend that religions were not patriarchal in the early 
stages of organised life. It is believed that early religions, or more appropriately worship, 
centred on female Goddesses during prehistoric times. 

• It is believed that prehistoric societies and belief systems were matriarchal, as evident from 
their feminine- themed iconography. 

• Early Hinduism, too, is believed to be egalitarian. 

• Rig-Veda expounded the idea of feminine energy behind the creation of the universe. 

• With the advent of Islam, women came to enjoy a kind of autonomy that was unheard of in 
the pre-Islamic Arab. 

• In pre-Islamic Arab women were viewed as objects and were constantly humiliated. 

• Karen Armstrong in her book Islam: A short History has pointed out that ‘the women of the 
first Ummah in Medina took full part in the public life’. 

• It was probably before men moulded the religion to suit their patriarchal leanings. 

It seems that eventually every religion or organised belief-system was hijacked by vested interests 
to further their own patriarchal agenda. 

The Changing Order 

Women around the world in recent times have been finding new ways to chip away at centuries of 
male-dominated traditions and barriers, with many of them emboldened by the surge of social 
media activism that’s spread globally in the MeToo era. 

• In Israel, where Orthodox Judaism has long restricted women’s roles, one Jerusalem 
congregation has allowed women to lead Friday evening prayers. 

• Roman Catholic bishops, under pressure from women’s-rights activists, concluded a recent 
Vatican meeting by declaring that women, as an urgent “duty of justice,” should have a 
greater role in church decision- making. 

• Many feminist scholars are challenging the rightfulness of long-standing patriarchal 
traditions in Christianity, Judaism and Islam, calling into question time-honored translations 
of verses in the Bible, Torah and Quran that have been used to justify a male-dominated 
hierarchy. 

• Sabrimala case in India is also an important milestone in asking the religion to treat women 
fairly. 

Conclusion 

• Religion has also historically been one of the major sources of support and impetuses for 
positive human rights movements around the world. 

• However, in all of these cases, religion “reflects interests and values of the powerful and 
privileged,” promising future rewards to the most powerless in society and placating them 
so they accept their subjugation. 

• As a result, "the world's major religions have perpetuated the most terrible barbarisms on 
women, as well as other forms of inequality and exploitation" 
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(c) What, according to Merton, is the difference between ‘unanticipated 
consequences’ and ‘latent functions’? Give examples to elaborate. (10 
Marks) 

Early structural functionalists tended to focus almost entirely on the functions of one social structure 
or institution for another.  

However, in Merton’s view, early analysts tended to confuse the subjective motives of individuals 
with the functions of structures or institutions. The focus of the structural functionalist should be on 
social functions rather than on individual motives.  

Merton in Social Theory and Social Structure (1968) uses his ideas about unanticipated consequences 
to foster functionalist explanation.  

Serendipity (Unanticipated Consequence)  

Merton acknowledged that a theory may produce a result quite different from what is stated. This 
unanticipated consequence, or serendipity, sometimes comes as a surprise for many people. 

 The relations between the "unanticipated consequences" of action and "latent functions" can be 
clearly defined, since they are implicit in the foregoing section of the paradigm.  

The unintended consequences of action are of three types:  

• Those which are functional for a designated system and these comprise the latent functions.  

• Those which are dysfunctional for a designated system, and these comprise the latent 
dysfunctions; and  

• Those which are irrelevant to the system which they affect neither functionally nor 
dysfunction ally, i.e., the pragmatically unimportant class of non-functional consequences. 

 Merton identified five factors involved in unanticipated consequences. 

• Ignorance (i.e., incomplete information);  

• Error (in the appraisal of current situation, inference of the future, and the selection and 
implementation of a course of action);  

• Imperious immediacy of interest (i.e., more concern with immediate consequences than that 
of future);  

• Basic values (i.e., little consideration of further consequences because of espousal of certain 
fundamental values); and  

• Self-defeating prophecy (i.e., the prediction itself changes the human behavior).  

Latent Functions 

• One of Merton’s enduring distinctions is that between manifest and latent functions.  

o Manifest functions are those that are intended, latent functions those unintended.  

o Latent functions, thus, are unanticipated and unintended consequences of an action 
or social structure; unknown or unacknowledged reasons something is done.  
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o For instance, Merton uses the case of slavery. It’s manifest function was to increase the 
economic productivity of South, but the latent function was to deliver a large 
underclass that elevated the status of Southern whites, rich and poor.  

• Merton’s allied notion of unanticipated consequences acknowledges that structures have 
both intended and unintended consequences.  

• Slavery might have been instituted to strengthen the Southern economy, but its unanticipated 
consequence was to slow industrialization and, ultimately, to weaken rather than strengthen 
the region economically. 

• Some sociologists since have regarded the exploration of unintended consequences of social 
action as of the very essence of the sociological project. 

• Merton maintained that not all structures are indispensible to the social system. Some can be 
eliminated.  

• For instance, the abandonment of gender and ethnic discrimination, for example, would not 
be dysfunctional.  

• This opens the way for meaningful social change and its adequate theorization. 
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Question 4.  

(a) Modernization presupposes class society; however caste, ethnicity and 
race are still predominant. Explain. 20 Marks 

According to Yogendra Singh, modernization is a form of cultural response, involving attributes 
which are basically universalistic and evolutionary; they are pan-humanistic, trans-ethnic and non-
ideological. Modernization in Europe started with enlightenment and renaissance but in India it 
started with advent of Britishers. The modernization was initially carried by the urban middle class 
who came in direct contact with Britishers. Education became a big symbol of modernization and it 
influenced all aspects of tradition – food habits, dressing, language and so on. According to 
Yogendra Singh, it not only impacted cultural aspects, but also structural aspects as well. 

How Modernization presupposes class society: 

1. Emergence of new classes: Modernization led to emergence of new social classes. With 
industrialization and urbanization new professional and working class developed.  

2. New economic and political order: new political and new economic system led to formation 
of new elite classes in Indian. Trade unions emerged in India. Older economic system like 
Jajmani declined with arrival of new economic system. 

3. Modernization based on consumption pattern: Another meaning of modernization is 
introduced in Indian society on the basis of consumption pattern based on western culture. 
Those who consume western food, dress are considered modern. In actuality, this concept is 
referred as westernization of culture. 

4. According to S.H. Alatas. “Modernization is a process by which modern scientific knowledge 
is introduced in the society with the ultimate purpose of achieving a better and a more 
satisfactory life in the broadest sense of the term as accepted by the society concerned”. So 
such education could only be afforded by higher class people and difficult for lower classes 
to achieve.  

The process of modernization in India primarily commenced through Western interactions, notably 
during the period of British colonial rule. This engagement led to profound transformations in 
Indian culture and social organization. While many of these changes aligned with the 
modernization trajectory, it's important to note that not all of them can be classified as strictly 
modernizing. While the overarching intent of this contact aimed at modernization, it inadvertently 
bolstered several traditional institutions in the course of this transformation. 

How caste, ethnicity and race still persistent: 

1. Persistence of Traditional Structures: According to Yogendra Singh, modernisation did not 
lead to institutional and structural breakdown because of the characteristics of society in 
India. Modernization does not always result in the complete eradication of traditional social 
structures, including caste systems.  

2. Centrality of caste in Indian society: Many sociologists like Ghurye proposed that the most 
effective approach to understanding Indian society is through the lens of a caste model and 
not the class model. They support this viewpoint by asserting that the caste system serves as 
a comprehensive ideological framework that influences and permeates all dimensions of 
social life for Hindus and, to a broader extent, other communities in India. 
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3. Stratification on the basis of Caste, Ethnicity and race: In European and American society, 
class is the primary basis of stratification. But in India Caste, ethnicity and race still play 
important role. Rich traders recognised under vaishyas supported the Buddhism and Jainism 
to get higher recognition in social strata. M.N. Srinivas concept of sanskritization also support 
such view. 

4. Cultural and Identity Factors: Ethnicity and race are deeply rooted in cultural and identity 
factors that are not easily changed by modernization alone. People's sense of identity and 
belonging to specific ethnic or racial groups can remain strong despite economic and 
technological advancements. 

Though class has emerged as the primary criteria for modernization but including how it developed 
in India and the India society, we can say that the culture, values, norms of India society have 
significant impact on the modernity and its evolution. Existence of many traditional institutions like 
caste panchayats, caste-class nexus show the importance of both class and caste in the Indian society. 
Both caste and class are inseparable parts of Indian social formation. 
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(b) Compare and Contrast the contributions of Marx and Weber on social 
stratification in capitalist society. (20 Marks) 

Structure: 

• Explain Social Stratification 

• Explain Contributions of Marx and Weber  

• The differences  

• Conclude 

Social Stratification 

The term social stratification refers to an institutionalised system of social inequality. 

It refers to a situation in which the divisions and relationships of social inequality have solidified 
into a system that determines who gets what, when, and why. 

It can be economical, political, caste based, on the basis of skills, meritocracy. 

E.g.: Caste system in India, skilled and unskilled workers, haves and have-nots, etc. 

In his famous essay on “The Future Results of British Rule in India”, Karl Marx characterised the 
Indian castes as “the most decisive impediment to India's progress and power” 

Contribution of Marx 

In the Marxist perspective, social stratification is created by unequal property relations, or unequal 
access to the means of production. 

In this respect, Marx argued that western society had developed through four main epochs: 

1. Primitive communism  

2. Ancient society 

3. Feudal society  

4. Capitalist society 

In the earlier epochs of history we find, almost everywhere, a complicated arrangement of society 
into various orders, a manifold gradation of social rank. 

In capitalist societies, the bourgeoisie class owns the means of production while the proletariat class 
sells their labour to the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie have power and status, which they use to 
maintain the society’s superstructure —it’s values, ideologies, and norms. According to Marx, a 
superstructure exists in which the ideas, philosophies, and culture that are built upon the means of 
production and substructure which is the b  ase of society, which in Marxist terms includes relations 
of production 
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According to Marx, the bourgeoisie in capitalist societies exploit workers. 

The owners pay them enough to afford food and a place to live, and the workers, who do not realise 
they are being exploited, have a false consciousness, or a mistaken sense, that they are well off. 

Engels says historical Materialism designates the view of the course of the history which seeks the 
ultimate cause and the great moving power of all-important historic events in the economic 
development of society. 

Marx in his homogenisation thesis says that workers were divided on the basis of their skills. 

Marx claims that to improve society and make it fairer, there needs to be large-scale change. 

Marxism is criticised for: 

• Ignoring other important factors such as gender and ethnicity  

• Focusing too much on social class.  

• Classes were seen by Marx to be "transitional classes", in the sense that they would eventually 
disappear once the new mode of production had established its dominant position but this 
has not really happened. 

Contribution of Max Weber 

Weber fought with the Ghost of Marx. He criticised every theory of Marx. Weber questioned Marx’s 
view that society is always divided on class lines after primitive communism. 

He said class division developed only with beginning of capitalism. 

According to Weber, class consists of a group of people sharing similar market situations. 

Weber refused to reduce stratification to economic factors (or class, in Weber’s terms) but saw it as 
multidimensional. Thus, society is stratified on the bases of economics, status, and power. 

One resulting implication is that people can rank high on one or two of these dimensions of 
stratification and low on the other (or others), permitting a far more sophisticated analysis of social 
stratification. 

Social class for Weber included power and prestige, in addition to property or wealth. People who 
run corporations without owning them still benefit from increased production and greater profits. 

According to Weber 4 classes are there:- 

• Propertied Upper class  

• White collar class  

• Petty bourgeois  

• Manual labour 

In the context of power, he was dealing with political powers. For example, in the time of 
revolutions, Churches were holding an immense position in the society. They had the power of 
decision making. 

Weber saw structures of traditional authority, in any form, as barriers to the development of 
rationality and considered rational legal authority bureaucracy “the purest type of exercise of 
legal authority.” 

Weber explained that maybe the community does not share same economic level, but due to prestige 
and position in the society, they belong to the same status 
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Contrasting the Two Perspectives 

Marx’s perception of class is primarily economical but Weber focused on Status, class and power.  

Marx on relationship between the classes- dependence and inequality are a cause of conflict and will 
lead to revolution. But according to Weber conflict is not the cause for revolution, he theorised that 
there was more than one cause for conflict besides economics, inequalities could exist over political 
power and social status and saw revolution as a distant possibility. 

Weber sees no evidence to support the polarisation of classes which Marx sees as being an essential 
feature of the class structure. 

 

Haralambos 

Unlike Marx, Weber does not subscribe to the view that a proletarian revolution is inevitable, and 
that workers will express class dissatisfaction in less dramatic ways. 

Finally, Weber rejects the notion that political power is necessarily derived from economic power. 

Conclusion 

Idea proposed by Marx that class is determined solely by economic factors, whereas Weber would 
argue that class is only one form of social stratification. 

It is an impossible task to decide which theory provides the most accurate description of class, thus 
not surprisingly the issue continues to be a topic of contentious debate. Weber’s theory certainly 
encompasses aspects which Marx seems to have left out, yet the importance of Marx’s theories 
cannot be undermined 
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c) What, according to Irawati Karve, are the Major difference between North 
Indian and South Indian Kinship systems? (10 Marks) 

Kinship system refers to a set of persons recognised as relatives either by virtue of a blood 
relationship or by virtue of a marriage relationship. Karve’s work, Kinship Organization in India 
(Deccan College, 1953) is a study of various social institutions in India. Karve mapped kinship 
patterns in India on to linguistic zones to come up with the following variations. We can describe 
the basic structure and process of kinship system in this area in terms of four features that is i) 
kinship groups, ii) kinship terminology iii) marriage rules, and iv) ceremonial exchange of gifts 
among kin. 

KINSHIP SYSTEM IN NORTH INDIA 

Irawati Karve (1953: 93) identified the northern zone as the region that lies between the Himalayas 
to the north and the Vindhya ranges to the south. 

Kinship Groups-  

Patrilineage: We can say that broadly speaking kinship organisation in North India is based on 
unilineal descent groups based on male descent. 

Clan and Lineage groups: In North India, there is both lineage and clan exogamy. In the jati based 
society, we also have gotra exogamy where a gotra refers to an ancient ancestor, a mythological 
sage. 

Kinship Terminology 

Descriptive Nature of North Indian Kinship Terms: The kinship terminology is the expression of 
kinship relations in linguistic terms. In the case of North India, we can call the system of terminology 
as bifurcate collateral where each kinship term is descriptive. A descriptive kin term is unique and 
used for only one relationship. 

Kinship Terms Signifying Social Behaviour- Both kinship terms and behaviour reflect these 
principles. Two major forms of kinship behaviour are joking relationships and avoidance 
relationships. Both serve the same function, to reduce tension and act as a cathartic mechanism in 
case of relationships that are precarious. These are relationships that have an ambiguous character 
and the norms tend to be liable to infraction. For example, Oscar Lewis (1958: 189), in his study of a 
North Indian village, has described the pattern and relationship between a person and his elder 
brother’s wife. This is popularly known as Devar-Bhabhi relationship, which is characteristically a 
joking relationship and avoidance relationship with husband elder brother. 

Marriage Rules 

Clan Exogamy: Belonging to one’s natal descent line is best expressed in matters of marriage. No 
man is allowed to marry a daughter of his patriline. In North India lineage ties upto five or six 
generations are generally remembered and marriage alliances are not allowed within this range. 

The Four Clan Rule : In Irawati Karve’s (1953: 118) words, according to this rule, a man must not 
marry a woman from (i) his father’s gotra, (ii) his mother’s gotra, (iii) his father’s mother’s gotra, 
and (iv) his mother’s mother’s gotra. 
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Ceremonial Exchange of Gifts among Kin 

A.C. Mayer (1960: 232) has described in his study of kinship in a village in Malwa that all gifts given 
by one’s mother’s brother are called mamere. In contrast to the gifts given by the mother’s brother, 
there are gifts known as ban, given by one’s agnates. 

KINSHIP SYSTEM IN SOUTH INDIA 

KINSHIP GROUPS 

Affinal Relatives: Beyond the patrilineage are the relatives who belong to the group in which one’s 
mother was born, as well as one’s wife. They are a person’s uterine (from mothers side) and affinal 
(from wife’s side) kin, commonly known as mamamachchinan. In this set of relatives are also 
included the groups in which a person’s sister and father’s sister are married. The nature of 
interaction between a patrilineage and its affines, as described by Dumont (1986) is always cordial 
and friendly. 

Kinship Terminology 

Parallel and Cross-cousins- The kin terminology in South India clearly separates the two categories 
of cousins. There are very good reasons for doing so because in South India, parallel cousins cannot 
marry each other while cross-cousins can. The parallel cousins are referred as brothers/sisters. 

 For example, in Tamil, all parallel cousins are addressed as annan (elder brother) or tambi (younger 
brother) and akka (elder sister) or tangachi (younger sister). Cross-cousins are never 
brothers/sisters. They are referred, for example in Tamil, as mama magal/ magan (mother’s 
brother’s daughter/son) or attai magal/magan (father’s sister’s daughter/son. 

Classificatory Nature of Kinship Terminology; The distinction between parallel and cross-cousins 
combined with the classificatory nature of terminology makes the Dravidian kinship terms a mirror 
image of the kinship system in South India. 

Marriage Rules 
Three Types of Preferential Marriage Rules: 

The first preference is given to the marriage between a man and his elder sister’s daughter. Among 
the matrilineal societies like the Nayars, this is not allowed. 

Next category of preferred marriage is the marriage of a man with his father’s sister’s daughter (fzd). 
In other words, we can also say that a woman marries her mother’s brother’s son (mbs). 

The third type of preferential marriage is between a man and his mother’s brother’s daughter (mbd). 
In a way, this is the reverse of (ii) above. Some castes, such as the Kallar of Tamil Nadu. 

Restrictions regarding Marital Alliances:In this context it is necessary to see what are the 
restrictions imposed with regard to marriage between certain relatives. For example, in certain 
castes a man can marry his elder sister’s daughter but not younger sister’s daughter. Also a widow 
cannot marry her deceased husband’s elder or younger brother or even his classificatory brother. 

Hence, kinship is a complex component existing in society and the most fundamental principle of 
society. Different regions in India follow different types of kinship system and there are many 
factors which have brought changes in kinship such as migration, education, and mobility, etc. 
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Section B 

Question 5. Answer the following question in about 150 Words each: 10x5=50  

(a) Differentiate between ‘Life-chances’ and ‘Life-style’ with suitable 
examples. (10 Marks) 

The concept of Life chances and Life style is used to classify society into different strata. The concept 
of life chances was used by Max Weber to define basis for stratification in the society. Life chances 
according to Weber is related to the opportunities an individual got during the various stages of his 
or her life. While life style is simply our way of living. But life style also signifies various social 
dimension of an individual like social status etc.  

According to Weber life chances pertains to the benefits and opportunities granted by an 
individual's position within the market. It serves to distinguish various social classes. Those who 
possess comparable "life chances" tend to belong to the same social class. Therefore, based on these 
life chances, Weber identified distinct classes such as the affluent property-owning upper class, 
property-less white-collar professionals, the small business-owning petty bourgeoisie, and the 
manual working class. 

Difference between life chances and life style: 

1. Life chances are opportunities and resources you get while life style is the result of those life 
chances and your effort. For instance, upper and middle-class people have better access to 
many institutions/services that improve quality of life, e.g. good quality healthcare, 
education, housing, etc. than working-class people. 

2. Lifestyle reflects social position and social honor while it is not necessary that a good life 
chances will also reflect the same. For example a person belonging to OBC caste will get life 
chance in form of reservation but that does not mean he/she is having good life style as well. 

3. Max weber considered both life chances and lifestyle crucial for social status. He rejected the 
Marx’s mono-causal view that only economic factor is responsible for class position. 

4. Life chances is ability to get rewards while the lifestyle refers to the ability to consume. For 
example when you perform well in an exam for government job, you get rewarded by a 
secured job. Similarly a high class person is recognized by high consumption. 

5. People are aware of their lifestyle but not of their life chances. A working class person knows 
about his extent of lifestyle but life chances may appear in different form from time to time.  

6. People often relate their life chance with fate but lifestyle is dependent on the Trinitarian 
model of weber i.e. class, party and status. 

7. Max weber’ concept of life chances has provided a new dimension to look upon the caste, 
class, status. It has proved the importance of life chances and lifestyle in the social 
stratification and role of priviledges in the society. 
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(b) Discuss the issues of access and exclusion in higher education in India. 
(10 Marks) 

Access to education plays very crucial role in the development of the society. It provides upward 
mobility to every section of society. Education is a dynamic process that enables individuals to attain 
a fulfilling life within their community. The educational system evolves in response to societal 
transformations, serving as a means for its members to effectively navigate the ever-changing 
dynamics of their environment. 

According to Clark, “Education system has a definite bearing on the society which possesses it. The 
economy, political organization, social stratification, culture, kinship and social integration of any 
society are closely linked with education.” 

Issues of access and exclusion in higher in India:  

1. Prevailing social disparities: Narrow interpretation of Prevailing social disparities in terms 
of race, caste, class, culture, religion, etc. creates inequality in education system. The lower 
caste people have inequal access to initial education and that hinders their participation in 
higher education as well. 

2. Gender disparity: Girls and transgender children enjoy low socio-economic and educational 
positions in comparison to boys. Males are more in number for higher education as compared 
to females. 

3. Poverty: poverty restricts the access to education and excludes those who can’t afford it. 

4. Lack of consciousness of people: Educational inequality is created because of lack of 
consciousness of people towards education. Conservative attitude, false ideas, wrong beliefs 
and ignorance towards education create a lot of inequality in education. 

5. Regional imbalance: Some areas are more developed while some are underdeveloped. So 
developed areas which are mostly urban have better access to higher education, while rural 
area lacks higher educational institutions. Similarly there are limited higher educational 
institutions in tribal areas.  

6. Language barrier: Most of the higher education in India is provided in English language. 
Which also restricts participation into higher education and a cause of low enrollment.  

7. Online Learning Divide: The digital divide, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, has 
further excluded students who lack access to technology and internet connectivity, making 
it difficult for them to engage in online higher education. 

Measures to achieve equality, equity and acces: 

1. Providing education to all people of the society in accordance with their needs, interests and 
capabilities. 

2. Diversify languages at higher education. Especially in engineering and medical field. 

3. Special provision in education for children belonging to disadvantaged areas like slum areas, 
remote rural areas, rough hills, delta areas, jungle areas, rough mountains, etc. 

4. Adopting a fair and impartial policy in admission as well as treatment in all the educational 
institutions. 

With huge demographic dividend of India, higher education is important for developing human 
capital. It will provide social mobility and equality in the society.  
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 (c) What is civil society? Present a note on civil society engagement with 
science and technology policy in India. (10 Marks) 

Answer:-  

Defining Civil society 

Civil society is community of citizens linked by common interests and collective identity. It 
manifests will and interests of the citizens. It is third sector of society after government and business. 
It limits power of state and usher in true and vibrant democracy by enhancing participation. 

• JS MILL and Alexis de Tocqueville: CS is domain of social association which will check 
excesses of the state. (based on liberal democratic theory: right bearing individuals are free 
to pursue their private associations with others)  

• Hegel: subordinated CS to state as he thought it as a mediating domain where particular 
interests of individual and universal interest of state can be reconciled for producing ethical 
basis for modern society. 

• Antonio Gramsci: Civil society furthers the dominant ideologies. 

• Partha Chatterjee and Sudipta Kaviraj: 

o Dealinate western CS from Indian; 

o Application of concepts of western CS on India is wrong as state in India is not 
extensive as on west. 

• Anthony Giddens—  

o Groups which fall outside the market and government both can be termed as civil 
society. 

o Government and the market alone are not enough to solve the many challenges in late 
modern societies. 

o Civil society - must be strengthened and joined up with government and business.  

o Voluntary groups, families and civic associations can play vital roles in addressing 
community issues from 

o Some elements of civil society (often characterised as ‘social movements’) seek radical 
transformations of the prevailing order. 

However, civil society also includes reformist elements that seek only modest revisions of existing 
governance arrangements and conformist elements that seek to reinforce established rules. 

Science, Innovation, and the civil society 

In India, there is already a certain sentiment for self-organized bottom-up engagement and 
empowerment of local civil society groups and NGOs acting in specific local and cultural or 
application-oriented contexts.  

• Four pillars underlie India’s science and technology goals: techno-nationalism, inclusive 
growth, technoglobalism, and global leadership. 
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• The innovation system started with the agricultural establishment in India being the major 
player initiating basic research in the 1950s, changed to the current situation, where the 
scientific establishment had almost no role. 

India has a vibrant civil society, but in science and technology issues that civil society has much 
more potential to contribute. 

• To begin with, not many groups are active in science and technology policy in India, and 
those that are there work on issues like sustainable agriculture, traditional medicine and the 
rights of forest dwellers, with a focus on praxis rather than on policy aspects  

• There are not many civil society groups working on science and technology policy issues in 
India. One reason, perhaps, is that not many universities or institutions of higher learning 
offer courses in science and technology policy or studies. Another factor could be that science 
and technology policy is too diffuse a topic to attract NGOs that usually focus on a single 
sector, such as health, agriculture or workers’ rights.  

• Some groups are working on nuclear energy and atomic energy issues, but are divided on 
nuclear energy for peaceful uses. 

However, these groups and organizations still face problems in reaching or addressing science 
policy actors because they often lack the technical capacity to address broader and overarching 
science and technology issues beyond their operational context, and they also lack channels to the 
policy-making levels. 
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(d) Critique A.G. Frank’s ‘development of underdevelopment’. (10 Marks) 

Structure: 

• Explain A.G. Frank’s ‘development of under development” 

• Drawbacks 

• Conclusion 

A.G. Frank’s ‘Development of underdevelopment’ 

• In an article entitled ‘The Development of Underdevelopment’ which set out his main 
thinking, Frank declared: 

• ‘Underdevelopment is not due to the survival of archaic institutions and the existence of 
capital shortage in regions that have remained isolated from the stream of world history. On 
the contrary, underdevelopment was and still is generated by the very same historical 
process which also generated economic development: the development of capitalism itself.’ 

• According to A.G. Frank, underdevelopment is not a transitional stage, rather the 
relationship between the centre and periphery, which has been continuously generating a 
process of ‘development of underdevelopment.’ 

o According to this view, the capitalist system has enforced a rigid international division 
of labour which is responsible for the underdevelopment of many areas of the world. 

o The dependent states supply cheap minerals, agricultural commodities, and cheap 
labour, and also serve as the repositories of surplus capital, obsolescent technologies, 
and manufactured goods. 

o These functions orient the economies of the dependent states toward the outside: 
Money, goods, and services do flow into dependent states, but the allocation of these 
resources is determined by the economic interests of the dominant states, and not by 
the economic interests of the dependent state. 

• The most explicit manifestation of this characteristic is in the doctrine of comparative 
advantage. 

Drawbacks of AG Frank’s Theory: 

• Frank’s works have been subject to a wide-ranging set of criticisms. In many instances these 
criticisms attend superficially to the complex claims of his argument and utilize as the basis 
of criticism the very models of developmentalism, stages of economic growth, etc. 

• However, some criticisms have been consistently focused on inconsistencies, ambiguities, 
and alleged inaccuracies in Frank’s theorization. 

o Neoliberalists would argue that it is mainly internal factors that lead to 
underdevelopment, not exploitation – They argue that it is corruption within 
governments (poor governance) that is mainly to blame for the lack of development 
in many African countries. According to Neoliberals, what underdeveloped countries 
need is less isolation and more Capitalism. 

o Paul Collier’s theory of the bottom billion- He argues that the causes of 
underdevelopment cannot be reduced to a history of exploitation. He argues that 
factors such as civil wars, ethnic tensions and being land- locked with poor neighbours 
are correlated with underdevelopment. 
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o Modernists theorists would argue against the view that isolation and communist 
revolution is an effective path to development, given the well-known failings of 
communism in Russia and Eastern Europe. They would also point out that many 
developing countries have benefitted from Aid-for Development programs run by 
western governments, and that those countries which have adopted capitalist models 
of development since World War II have developed at a faster rate than those that 
pursued communism. 

o Some countries appear to have benefited from Colonialism – Goldethorpe (1975) 
pointed out that those countries that had been colonised at least have the benefits of 
good transport and communication networks, such as India, whereas many countries 
that were never colonised, such as Ethiopia, are much less developed. 

o Frank and Wallerstein add a zero-sum description to this circulationist perspective. 

• Not only do they maintain that advanced capitalism under-developed the periphery, but they 
also insist that the centre has developed only because of the exploitation of the periphery. 

• It has been pointed out that class as a unit of analysis is given minimal consideration by 
Frank. 

• Frank has been criticised for totally dispensing with relations of production in his analysis of 
capitalism, and overemphasising the effects of external forces on underdevelopment with 
little attention directed towards the influencing internal forces. 

• Laclau argues against Frank’s insistence that world-historical structure is fundamentally 
ordered by the capitalist mode of production, claiming that Frank mistakenly regards various 
countries as capitalist when in fact they are characterised by non-capitalist modes of 
production but are forced into “participation in a world capitalist economic system”. 

Conclusion 

• Underdevelopment is viewed as an externally-induced process which is perpetuated by 
small but powerful domestic elite who form an alliance with the international capitalist 
system. 

• The “development of underdevelopment” is therefore systemic and path- dependent. 

• In sum, the ‘development of underdevelopment’ thesis is a manifold argument, containing 
several different levels of critique and proposal. 

• Not only does it propose a particular understanding of contemporary inequalities of human 
condition, inequalities both among and within societies or nation-states; this understanding 
depends upon an underlying critique of certain prevalent conceptualizations of history, of 
society, and of social-scientific knowledge. 
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(e) How well do you think Tonnies, Durkheim, Weber and Marx predicted 
the character of Modern society? Critique. (10 Marks) 

Answer:- 

Theoretical Perspectives on the Formation of Modern Society 

While many sociologists have contributed to research on society and social interaction, three 
thinkers provide the basis of modern-day perspectives. Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, and Max 
Weber developed different theoretical approaches to help us understand the development of 
modern society. 

Emile Durkheim believed that as societies advance, they make the transition from mechanical to 
organic solidarity. 

For Karl Marx, society exists in terms of class conflict. With the rise of capitalism, workers become 
alienated from themselves and others in society. 

Sociologist Max Weber noted that the rationalization of society can be taken to unhealthy extremes. 

Feminists note that the androcentric point of view of the classical theorists does not provide an 
adequate account of the difference in the way the genders experience modern society.  

Emile Durkheim 

• Emile Durkheim’s (1858-1917) key focus in studying modern society was to understand the 
conditions under which social and moral cohesion could be reestablished. 

• Modern societies, according to Durkheim, were more complex. Collective consciousness was 
increasingly weak in individuals and the ties of social integration that bound them to others 
were increasingly few. 

• Modern societies were characterized by an increasing diversity of experience and an 
increasing division of people into different occupations and specializations. They shared less 
and less commonalities that could bind them together. 

• Durkheim observed, their ability to carry out their specific functions depended upon others 
being able to carry out theirs. 

• Modern society was increasingly held together on the basis of a division of labour or organic 
solidarity: a complex system of interrelated parts, working together to maintain stability, i.e., 
like an organism (Durkheim, 1893/1960). 

• According to his theory, as the roles individuals in the division of labour become more 
specialized and unique, and people increasingly have less in common with one another, they 
also become increasingly interdependent on one another. 

• While the transition from mechanical to organic solidarity is, in the long run, advantageous 
for a society, Durkheim noted that it creates periods of chaos and “normlessness.” One of the 
outcomes of the transition is social anomie. 

• However, Durkheim felt that as societies reach an advanced stage of organic solidarity, they 
avoid anomie by redeveloping a set of shared norms. According to Durkheim, once a society 
achieves organic solidarity, it has finished its development. 
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Karl Marx  

• For Marx, the creation of modern society was tied to the emergence of capitalism as a global 
economic system. In the mid-19th century, as industrialization was expanding, Karl Marx 
(1818–1883) observed that the conditions of labour became more and more exploitative.  

• Add to that the long hours, the use of child labour, and exposure to extreme conditions of 
heat, cold, and toxic chemicals. 

• For Marx, the underlying structure of societies and of the forces of historical change was 
predicated on the relationship between the “base and superstructure” of societies.  

• In this model, society’s economic structure forms its base, on which the culture and other 
social institutions rest, forming its superstructure. 

• Marx’s analysis of the transition from feudalism to capitalism is historical and materialist 
because it focuses on the changes in the economic mode of production to explain the 
transformation of the social order.  

• The expansion of the use of money, the development of commodity markets, the introduction 
of rents, the accumulation and investment of capital, the creation of new technologies of 
production, and the early stages of the manufactory system, etc. led to the formation of a new 
class structure (the bourgeoisie and the proletariat), a new political structure (the nation 
state), and a new ideological structure (science, human rights, individualism, rationalization, 
the belief in progress, etc.). 

Max Weber  

• For Weber, the culmination of industrialization and rationalization results in what he 
referred to as the iron cage, in which the individual is trapped by the systems of efficiency 
that were designed to enhance the wellbeing of humanity. We are trapped in a cage, or 
literally a “steel housing”(stahlhartes Gehäuse), of efficiently organized processes because 
rational forms of organization have become indispensable. 

• To Weber, capitalism itself became possible through the processes of rationalization. The 
emergence of capitalism in the West required the prior existence of rational, calculable 
procedures like double-entry bookkeeping, free labour contracts, free market exchange, and 
predictable application of law so that it could operate as a form of rational enterprise.  

• Unlike Marx who defined capitalism in terms of the ownership of private property, Weber 
defined it in terms of its rational processes. 

• For Weber, capitalism is as a form of continuous, calculated economic action in which every 
element is examined with respect to the logic of investment and return.  

• Weber argued however that although the process of rationalization leads to efficiency and 
effective, calculated decision making, it is in the end an irrational system. The emphasis on 
rationality and efficiency ultimately has negative effects when taken to its conclusion. 

Ferdinand Tonnies  

Typology evolved by Tonnies, viz., the distinction between Gemeinschaft and Gesselschaft.  

• According to Tonnies, a society which is characterized by Gemeinschaft relationship is 
governed by natural law, whereas the one characterized by Gesselschaft relationships is 
governed by rational law. 
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• According to Tonnies, Gemeinschaft, or community, is comprised of personal social ties and 
in-person interactions that are defined by traditional social rules and result in an overall 
cooperative social organization. 

• On the other hand, Gesellschaft, or society, is comprised of impersonal and indirect social 
ties and interactions that are not necessarily carried out face-to-face. 

• Tonnies thought of the development of the modern world as being an evolutionary one, in 
which European societies emerging from the Industrial Revolution of the nineteenth century 
and became more rational and “Gesellschaft”-like, overwhelming older forms of 
Gemeinschaft society.  

• He believed that this new modern society, while retaining elements of an emotion-laded 
Gemeinschaft, would become more and more impersonal. Tonnies’ formulation assumed 
that the new Gesellschaft society was superior because the material advantages of modern 
life would eventually overwhelm the older forms of Gemeinschaft, with all its sentimentality, 
family-based favoritism, tribal organization, and economic inefficiencies. 

Karl Marx, Emil Durkheim and Max Weber could all, in addition to being critical of modern 
societies, recover positive meanings from them (this meaning socialism for Marx, rationalisation for 
Weber, and organic solidarity for Durkheim). 

Criticism  

Missing in the classical theoretical accounts of modernity is an explanation of how the developments 
of modern society, industrialization, and capitalism have affected women differently from men. 

Despite the differences in Durkheim’s, Marx’s, and Weber’s main themes of analysis, they are 
equally androcentric to the degree that they cannot account for why women’s experience of modern 
society is structured differently from men’s, or why the implications of modernity are different for 
women than they are for men. They tell his-story but neglect her-story. 

 

 

  

https://t.me/SleepySociology


  
T.me/SleepySociology

 

  43 

Access all our courses: - sleepyclasses.com/sociology-for-upsc/ 

Question 6.  

(a) Why is gender a dimension of social stratification? How does gender 
intersect other dimensions of inequality based on caste, class, race and 
ethnicity? (20 Marks) 

In sociology, gender is linked to socially constructed notions of masculinity and femininity; it is not 
necessarily direct product of an individual’s biological sex. Social stratification occurs when 
differences lead to greater status, power, or privilege for some groups over others. Simply put, it is 
a system by which society ranks categories of people in a hierarchy. Women due to unequal access 
to resources, power, prestige, rights lag behind their male counterpart and thus arises the 
stratification based on gender.  

Kimberlé Crenshaw coined the term inter-sectionality, which explained Intersectional feminism as, 
“a prism for seeing the way in which various forms of inequality often operate together and 
exacerbate each other”. Intersectional feminism centres the voices of those experiencing 
overlapping, concurrent forms of oppression in order to understand the depths of the inequalities 
and the relationships among them in any given context. 

Intersection of gender with caste: 

• According to feminists, the women from lower castes or marginalized sections of the society 
faces double burden of exploitation and discrimination. One at the societal level and other at 
the family level as well.  

• But according to Leela dubey, women in lower caste are less controlled and free. For example, 
the upper caste generally don’t prefer their women to work and socialize in public sphere 
while lower caste women participate in labor force. 

Intersection of gender and class: 

• Gender and class intersect, influencing access to economic opportunities. Women from lower 
socioeconomic classes may face additional challenges in accessing education, healthcare, and 
employment compared to women from more privileged backgrounds. 

• Higher class people also restrict females from public participation. Women in higher classes 
also lack decision making power with respect to lower class women, who enjoy some 
decision making due to more participation in economic sphere. 

• According to Feminist, women are oppressed as a class by men and patriarchal structures. 
But Frank Parkin has dismissed the idea of women as a class. 

Intersection of gender and race: 

• According to Black Feminists, in this overall patriarchal society, black females the 
subjugated the most. 

• Not only do women of color experience both racism and sexism, but their experiences of both 
racism and sexism are shaped by one another. For example, since the time of slavery in the 
United States, black women have been forced to act in ways counter to the “ideal woman”. 
They were made to do field work alongside men. Their white counterparts were considered 
fragile and relegated to child-rearing based stereotype of women as fragile. 
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• Black women are linked to victimization as well as compared to white women. They are also 
more sexual harassed. 

Intersection of gender and ethnicity:  

Both women and ethnic groups have high visibility. They 'look' different. While a minority ethnic 
group in the United States of America may look different by colour, hair and facial features, a 
woman ought to look different. Not only is she supposed to be shorter than 'her' men folks, be 
weaker, weigh less but also dress, walk, speak. gesticulate differently. Both the ethnic minority and 
women are also attributed with other qualities which are not self evidently obvious.. 

The important point to notice that in both the case of women and ethnic minority, the tendency of 
the dominant sections of society is to attribute qualities as naturally given, biologically endowed. It 
is also important to state that the ethnic group in question or women are compliant in accepting a 
self definition that has been endowed socially on them. This would explain a Black girls' preference 
for white dolls in America where notions of beauty are deeply ingrained. Or an Indian woman 
would be empowered with the birth of a 'son and look down on other women who in her eyes were 
not so fortunate. 

In modern times, the dimension of gender stratification has moved beyond only female identity, it 
has also included in itself transgender, bisexual, lesbian, gay etc. Government has taken many step 
to reduce gender based inequalities. The recent mobility studies have shown that women are doing 
considerably better in different aspects of society.   
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(b) What are the theoretical models of societal power? Which one of them is 
most applicable in advanced industrial societies? (20 Marks) 
Structure: 

• Define Power and it’s features. 

• Explain Sources of Power with various theories. 

• Give one theory which you feel is most applicable in advanced industrial societies. 

• Conclude. 

Answer: -  

Power: Possession of control, authority or influence over others, a relationship in which an 
individual is able to exert influence over the mind and actions of others.  

Max Weber: Opportunity existing within a social relationship which permits one to carry out one’s 
will even against resistance and regardless of the basis on which opportunity rests.  

Amos Hawley: Every social act is an exercise of power; every social relationship is a power equation 
and every social group or a system is an organization of power. 

Steven Lukes says Weber definition is narrow.  According to him there is 3-D view of 
power. 

Three faces of power- 

• Decision making. 

• Non decision making (by giving limited preferences to choose). 

• Shaping discussions (manipulating wishes and desires). 

Basis of power: Wealth, status, knowledge, charisma, force, authority.  

Features of power: 

• Structural aspect of social reality, 

• Operates reciprocally but usually not equally reciprocally, 

• Manifests itself in a relationship manner, 

• Appears as a process not a fixed part of social structure, 

• Power in inherent in social stratification,  

• It becomes basis of social stratification ex CW Mills. 

Sources of power:  

Legitimate (traditional, charisma, rational legal)  

Illegitimate – force (violence, coercion)  

(Can quote any of the following as models of Societal Power) 

1. ELITE THEORY OF POWER 

• It was developed by Italian sociologists Vilfredo Pareto and Gaetano Mosca, which 
suggest that only minority has talent, intelligence, and ability of leadership to occupy 
positions of power. Minority also influence government’s decisions and gains their 
dominant position beyond general elections (democracy is utopia). Elites also holds 
power due to religious values which can be hereditary or which may be through 
certain personal qualities. 
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2. CLASS THEORY OF POWER (G MOSCA)  

• In Book ‘ruling class’ it is emphasized on sociological and personal characteristics of 
elites. It suggests that Elite rule is universal necessity and it’s inevitability. 

• Societies are divided in two groups-ruling and ruled: 

Ruling class is divided into elites (political power and property) 

Sub elites (technocrats, managers, civil servants)  

• Dominant interests are reflected in ruling class and they dominate structures and 
values  

• It is different from Pareto, in which he says elites are restrained by various social 
factors, ruled are not powerless in democracy. 

3. Robert Michels (Iron law of Oligarchy) 

• Oligarchy inevitable within democracy as it is part of technical and tactical necessity. 
Leadership class comes to dominate power structure by which it controls and have 
access to information and centralizes the power with little accountability 

• Any democratic attempt fails because leadership class rewards loyalty. Elites have 
three principles which help in bureaucratic structure. (need and specialization, 
importance of psychological attributes, utilizations of facilities by old elites). 

4. CW MILLS: book ‘The Power Elite’ 

• Mills explained elite rule in Institutional rather than Psychological terms. 

• Two kinds of elites. 

Segmental: Arts/music and science 

Strategic: Those who govern 

• Federal government 

• Military  

Elites have same lifestyle, family relationship and perpetuate rules through self-recruitment  

Command Posts: Key pivotal positions in institutions. 

Elites occupy these positions. However, elites have no moral/psychological superiority.  

Elite rule is not inevitable whereas, Masses are incompetent. They are kept in state of ignorance and 
powerlessness. 

5. James Burnham: Book ‘The Managerial Revolution’  

• All the power is in hands of managers (separation of operation and control), capitalism 
is on decline. Managers are new elites  

6. TB Bottomore: Book ‘The Elites and Society’ 

• Elites are different in industrial and developing world  

• Examined roles of elites in relation to class and class structure  
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• Criticized democratic and socialistic conception of elites  

• Society is moving towards egalitarianism and multiple elites are present in developing 
world. 

o Dynastic  

o Middle class 

o Revolutionary intellectuals 

o Colonial administrators 

o Nationalist leaders. 

PLURALIST THEORY OF Power  

The Pluralist Model is highly applicable in advanced industrial societies, as it aptly reflects the 
complexities of power dynamics in these settings.  

It is based on functionalism (Parsons), classical pluralism and with emphasis on equilibrium, 
stability and gradual change in society which is decentralized. Power is widely shared/diffused and 
fragmented and derived from multiple resources.  

Diverse group with conflicting interests such as no one plays dominant role. Natural balance of 
power is preserved through bargaining and compromise.  

Alexis de Tocqueville says democracy becomes dysfunctional if dominated by one interest 
whereas, State is ‘honest broker’.  

This model emphasizes that societal power is not concentrated but is distributed across various 
actors and institutions, making it a valuable analytical tool for understanding the dynamics of 
power in contemporary societies. 

Neil Smelser: Strain theory. 

• T Parsons (Variable Sum): Criticized Weber for constant sum of power. Power can decrease 
and increase  

o For example: modernity has raised lifestyle of all. It is structural feature of society and 
a generalized facility or resource. 

o It is capacity to mobilize resources for attainment of goals. 

o Value consensus, goals are shared and power is used to further collective goals 

The role of diverse interest groups in shaping policies, as seen in environmental advocacy's 
influence on climate change policies and the power of labor unions in advocating for workers' rights 
and wage reforms, exemplifying the continued relevance of the Pluralist Model in understanding 
and analyzing power dynamics in modern advanced industrial societies. 
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(c) What is affirmative action? Substantiate theoretical positions on 
affirmative actions with examples. (10 Marks) 

Affirmative Action is a policy or initiative that seeks to rectify historical discrimination against 
minority groups by offering them preferential access to education, employment, healthcare, social 
welfare, and other opportunities. Its overarching goal is to foster a more equitable and inclusive 
society. 

As expressed by Oliver Wendell Holmes, "Treating unequals equally results in the greatest 
inequality." This underscores the necessity for affirmative action, aimed at promoting a more 
compassionate and forward-thinking society. 

Theoretical perspective on affirmative action: 

1. Marxist Perspective: Affirmative action will promote equality in the society and thus against 
the class polarization. Such action will be opposed by Have class so that they can dominate 
their control over factors of production. 

2. Functionalist Perspective: According to functionalists the affirmative action provide 
opportunity for upward social mobility in society and thus promotes balance and stability. It 
breaks the rigid caste and other social hierarchies. Ultimately it promotes solidarity in the 
society. 

3. Feminist Perspective: According to radical feminist the power still lies with the patriarch 
and females are controlled by them. But liberal feminist states that affirmative action is 
providing females opportunity to get themselves represented in economic and political 
sphere and ultimately in the social sphere as well. 

4. Peter Saunders distinguishes between three types of equality based on different types of 
actions and opportunities:  

1. Formal equality (all members of society are subjected to same laws and rules but that 
does not imply that everybody ends up in the same position) 

2. Equality of opportunity (people have equal chance to become unequal i.e. 
meritocracy) 

3. Equality of outcome (Marxist idea- equal reward for any work. E.g. affirmative action) 

5. according to legalist school, the constitution of India provides for affirmative action in the 
form of reservation to the  backward castes and females. 

 Some critics argue that affirmative action, in some cases, may lead to reverse discrimination, where 
individuals from non-targeted groups face disadvantages in opportunities. Example: In the United 
States, affirmative action policies have been challenged in the courts, with critics arguing that they 
can unfairly disadvantage certain individuals, especially Asian Americans, in college admissions. 
In India also many dominant caste are demanding for reservation which will improve their status 
further in social hierarchy.  

Affirmative action is a complex and controversial issue, and the theoretical positions and their 
substantiation often depend on the specific context and goals of these policies. Also only affirmative 
actions won’t bring equality and equity in society. There is a need to change the attitude of people 
towards caste, race etc. 
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Question 7.  

(a) What is ‘informal labour’? Discuss the need for and challenges in 
regulating informal labour in post-industrial society. (20 Marks) 

Workers engaged in informal labor often operate outside the regulatory framework of labor laws 
and may not have access to benefits such as health insurance, retirement plans, or legal protections. 
This type of work is typically characterized by its casual, irregular, and unstructured nature.  

The lobour in the post-indutrial society has changed its form, participation, division of labour and 
awareness about work. With increasing informalization of work, there is requirement for regulating 
the informal labour because of arrival of many new issues. 

Need for regulating informal sector in post industrial society: 

1. Job insecurity: According to Marxist perspective the informal labour has provided a new 
way of exploiting the working class by the bourgeoisie. Workers with the informal sector are 
employed in factories or industries for a temporary period of time. At the same time, the 
entrepreneur who employs them is also not very rich and therefore cannot afford to give 
them a proper job security.  

2. Low payment: Due to lack of any regulation the employer take benefit of situation and 
provides low remuneration to the workers. Also majority of population is involved in 
informal sector so there is less chance of bargain for workers, as many other are ready to 
work at low pay. According to Jan Breman, the informal saturated with over supply of labour. 

3. Workers are unorganized: Workers in the informal sectors belong to different caste, religion, 
language and race. As a result of this they are not organized or unionized as a result of which 
their bargaining capacity reduces. 

4. Low social recognition: As these workers are not recognized and thus they get low payment 
nad no security which in turn leads to low recognition in the society. Informal workers come 
under lower class in the society as they lack the consumption capacity. 

Social Protection: Informal labourers are often vulnerable to exploitation due to the absence of legal 
safeguards. Regulating informal labor ensures that workers receive social protection, including 
health care, social security, and other benefits. 

Challenges in regulating informal labour: 

1. Existence of informal structure under formal organization: Accroding to Peter Blau, 
informal structures exist even in formal organization. For example, actual decisions are taken 
by few people at the top in formal organization and they mostly share informal relation. 

2. Poor implementation of rules and regulation: According to Meyer and Rowan, formal rules 
are like myths which people barely follow. So even if informal labour is being regulated, it 
will be difficult to enforce it effectively. 

3. According to Keith Hart, the informal sector provides easy entry to even low skilled workers. 
So most of the unskilled workers and immigrants prefer that informal sector should remain 
unregulated for their convenience to get easy jobs. 

4. Resistance to formalization: According to Structuralist and Voluntarist school, many firms 
choose to remain informal to reduce the overall cost and increase profit. 
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5. Economic Informality: There are instances where the informal sector is deeply embedded in 
the economic framework, posing challenges in shifting towards a more formalized system 
without inducing disruptions.   

Though informal labour face multiple challenges but there work has some functional utility as well 
that is why it is continuing but government needs to eliminate the exploitative aspects of informal 
labour. Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach involving collaboration 
between governments, employers, workers, and civil society to create policies that strike a balance 
between protecting workers and accommodating the unique characteristics of informal labor in a 
post-industrial society. 

 

 

 

https://t.me/SleepySociology


  
T.me/SleepySociology

 

  51 

Access all our courses: - sleepyclasses.com/sociology-for-upsc/ 

(b) Feminist scholars argue that ‘New media’ is masculine and hence 
reinforces structural hierarchies rather than reconfiguring them. Comment. 
(20 Marks) 

Answer:  

How to attempt this “New Age Media is Masculine?”  

Describe Masculinity:  

It refers to the behaviors, social roles, and relations of men within a given society as well as the 
meanings attributed to them. 

Give Features of masculinity and associate them with Media- 

• Projection of being powerful - investigative journalism.  

• Judgemental and Shaming- Media trials, Victim shaming  

• Values Courage as a virtue - Sting operations 

• Sensationalism to get attention - 24x7 News channels thrive on creating sensation out of every 
news.  

• Domination - US election. (Fox News) 

With the rise of Social Media there is increased possibility of threatening under the veil of 
anonymity, with rape threats, stalking easier than ever. 

How Structural Hierarchies are being re-inforced through Media: 

• Leadership Positions: Although globally the number of women participating in media has 
been increasing, the prime positions such as producers, executives, chief editors, and 
publishers remains to be male dominated (White, 2009).This is relevant to the discussion of 
pay parity and how gender-based stratification has an implication on economy. 

• Culture impedes women from working in journalism, hence media continues and grows into 
a masculine domain. Culture is significant in allotting differential status and role sets even 
when it comes to media. 

• Roles Given: Global Media Monitoring project reports that female journalists are more likely 
to assigned soft subjects such as family, lifestyle, fashion, arts. While the hard subjects such 
as politics, economy are much less likely to be written or covered by women. 

Indicative of how women’s perspective on issues is amiss from media Reinforces the belief 
pattern that-men are intellectually superior to women  

• Using Symbolic interactionism it can be found that in terms of language and symbols used 
in media, the prefix female is used in many news headlines or media coverage ranging from 
print to television, internet. 

For instance, Female President Jacinda tackled Corona in an effective manner This could be 
a problematic reportage as it makes the achievements look as a one-time occurrence, and 
significant only because of the gender, it underpins the individual achievement and 
capability. 
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• Hegemonic masculinity based on Gramsci’s concept of hegemony reveals that Toxic 
masculinity is perpetuated.  

Women are more likely to be portrayed as victims according to the Global Media Monitoring 
Project leading to widespread usage of stereotypes and labelling.  

• Foucault’s concept of power knowledge, micro power relations, exercise of power and 
presentation of truth and knowledge, discourse and belief system- these topics can be further 
explored in terms of how masculinity is a power relationship that is expressed through media 
and has come to dominate media.  

Do highlight Media’s reformative role 

• Documentary making  

• Highlighting the plight of women whenever drought strikes  

• Increased reporting of rape cases has led to increased confidence of women in coming 
forward to report cases  

• Increased awareness of abuses other than sexual abuse. 

Overall: 

• Requirement is of a sensitised, parity ensuring media, that addresses these power equations 
and instead of reinforcing structural hierarchies, reconfigures them. 
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(c) Discuss the concept of circulation of elite. (10 Marks) 

• Elites are individuals that have a capacity to save, invest, and generate knowledge, 
technology and creativity well above the average of the population. They also wield 
economic and political power.  

• To Pareto elites are those people who possess in marked degree qualities of intelligence, 
character, capacity, of whatever kind. More precisely if we grade every individual regardless 
of any ethical judgment, according to their branch activity and occupation in the society, we 
find at each grade level there will be a certain amount of individuals that consists of a class. 
In this class hierarchy, people who are in the class which is on the top of the other classes are 
called, "elite" (Pareto 1935).  

• Pareto defined the circulation of elites as the turnover in power of socioeconomic classes. He 
observed that elites in different societies along history do renew systematically. This is called 
Pareto’s ‘Principle of Circulation of Elites’.  

• Vilfredo Pareto's seminal conception of elite circulation asserts that “the governing elite is 
always in a state of slow and continuous transformation,” with the occasional “sudden and 
violent disturbances” (Pareto 1935, 2056). 

• The term has history that dates back to the writings of Vilfredo Pareto (1935 and 1968), 
Gaetano Mosca (1939 and 1968) and Robert Michels (1968, 2001) observations made by them 
with regard to  

o the elite as distinguished from the non-elite groups within a social order and  

o the divisions within the elite as between a governing and a non-governing elite.  

• Furthermore, Mosca Gaetano (1939) noted that the distinguishing characteristic of the elite is 
the “aptitude to command and to exercise political control”.  

• According to classical elite theory, increased circulation is related to increased integration 
which is thought to increase elites’ power.  

o Pareto emphasized the psychological and intellectual superiority of elites, believing 
that they were the highest accomplishers in any field. He discussed the existence of 
two types of elites:  

o Governing elites- People who are directly or indirectly concerned with administration. 
They play an important role and enjoy prestigious place in society.  

o Non-governing elites- People who are not connected with administration but occupy 
such a place in society that they somehow influence the administration.  

• Vilfredo Pareto is the principal author of elite theory and the father of elite circulation theory. 

• His theory of elite circulation is a mechanical construct, in which elites exchange their own 
“degenerate” members for “superior” members of the nonelites when in equilibrium — 
upheaval and revolution occur when the equilibrium is disturbed. Degenerate elites shrink 
from the use of force required to restore equilibrium; superior members of the underclass 
have the vigor required.  

• The up and down movement of elite takes place in two ways:-  

• Firstly, some non-elite by their merit may rise to the level of elite, and  
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• Secondly by revolution the entire governing class may be reduced to the status of the 
governed.  

• Elites can survive and keep going provided they are renewed continuously, eliminate 
degenerated elements and accept new elements within them in certain proportions. 
Circulation between the lower layer and the upper layer - mobility - must above all be 
vertical, upward, but must also be downward. There is no mobility when there is simply 
assimilation or co-opting.  

• According to Pareto, Circulation of elite is a process that is necessary for a healthy social 
change. 
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Question 8.  

(a) In the light of judicial intervention on ‘Live-in relationships’, discuss the 
future of marriage and family in India. (20 Marks) 

A live in relationship is an arrangement where a heterosexual couple lives together, without 
entering into formal institution called marriage. People enter into such arrangements to test the 
compatibility before marriage or if they are unable to marry due to social restrictions or they lack 
faith in the institution of marriage.  

With the change in time the institution of marriage changed as well. The society transformed from 
primitive to feudal and from feudal to industrial. This led to changes in mode of production and so 
the division and differentiation of labor which affected the social, economical, political, cultural 
aspects of every society. Live-in relationship is also result of such changes in the society and is 
sustaining and increasing due to its structural and functional need. In the recent times the judiciary 
has intervened and recognized the live-in relationships. This will affect the marriage and family as 
an institution in India. 

Future of marriage and family due to Live-in relationships: 

1. Marital choices: Earlier the marital choices were made by family (in traditional joint family 
system) also called arranged marriage by parents, while in contemporary society with 
increasing trend of live in relationship, it has become more of an individualistic 
phenomena(leading to love marriages). 

2. Declining importance of marriage as an institution: The Supreme Court in Lata Singh 
judgment held that live-in relationship is permissible only in unmarried major persons of 
heterosexual sex. Such recognition of live in relationship weakens the institution of marriage. 

3. Dilution of aim of marriage and family: Earlier marriage and family provided legitimization 
to sexual relation, procreation. But now live-in relationships have diluted such aims and now 
such things are done even without formal marriage. In S.P.S. Balasubramanyam v. 
Surunayan the Supreme Court held that if a man and woman are living under the same roof 
and cohabiting for a number of years, there will be a presumption under Section 114 of the 
Indian Evidence Act that they live as husband and wife and the children born to them will 
not be illegitimate. 

4. Partners in a live-in relationship do not enjoy an automatic right of inheritance to the property 
of their partner. The Hindu Succession Act, 1956 does not specify succession rights to even a 
mistress living with a male Hindu. However, the Supreme Court in Vidhyadhari Vs. 
Sukhrana Bai created a hope for persons living-in together as husband and wife by providing 
that those who have been in a live-in relationship for a reasonably long period of time can 
receive property in inheritance from a live-in partner. 

5. Diversion from religious duties: In India marriage is linked with religious duties. It is one 
of the four Ashramas of Hindu ideology, the “Grihasthashrama”. Grihasthashram deals with 
marriage and includes the goals of Dharma, Artha and Kama. Thus establishment of family 
is a religious duty. So such new social practices like live-in is diverting people from their 
duties. 

6. Increase in nuclear families: Live-in relationship still not well accepted in the society and 
such relationships even if solemnized in marriage from will continue as nuclear family. 
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7. As the live-in relationship is based on love and romance so there is chances that it could lead 
to decrease in sexual and intimate violence. 

8. Emerging new institution: With emergence of live-in relationships which allows 
cohabitation of couples without marriage, heterosexual and Homosexual forms of marriages 
or partnership are now being recognized in the society. 

K.M. Kapadia in his “Marriage and family in India” has said that Hindu marriage is a sacrament. 
Even the importance of marriage is mentioned in Rig Veda itself. In India marriage is an obligation 
which is difficult to avoid due to societal pressure. An unmarried person is treated with stigma for 
his whole life. So it is debatable that in the upcoming time, even with judicial recognition, how live-
in relationship is going to establish itself in the Indian society. 
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 (b) How, according to Merton, are deviant subcultures generated? (20 
Marks) 

RK Merton theory of deviance is structural functionalist conception that is explained in his Social 
structure and anomie in the backdrop of Great economic depression of 1929. Merton initiates his 
analysis by asserting that deviant behavior is a consequence of the cultural and structural aspects of 
society. Drawing from the functionalist perspective, Merton posits that in order for a society to 
operate smoothly, there must be a consensus of values among its members.  

However, due to the unequal distribution of individuals within the social structure, such as 
differences in class positions, not everyone has equal opportunities to fulfill these shared values. 
Consequently, this unequal situation can give rise to deviant behavior. In Merton’s own words, “The 
social and cultural structure exerts pressure that leads individuals in various positions within the 
structure to engage in socially deviant behavior. 

Merton asserts that a state of Anomie can exist within the social structure, characterized by a lack of 
coordination between culturally approved goals and the means available to achieve them. 
Individuals positioned in different social structures may adapt in various ways to this anomic 
situation. 

 For instance, in American society, the shared goal of success is equated with wealth and material 
possessions, often referred to as the “American Dream.” While society provides institutionalized 
means to attain these goals, such as education, talent, hard work, determination, and ambition, 
Merton suggests that an anomic situation arises when these conventional means do not guarantee 
success for the average American. 

Merton outlines five possible responses to this state of anomie-  

Conformity-  where individuals conform to both the goals of success and the normative means to 
achieve them. They strive for success through accepted channels. 

Innovation- where individuals reject normative means and turn to deviant methods to attain 
success. This includes activities like bribery or involvement in illicit deals. Merton argues that 
individuals from relatively disadvantaged sections of society are more likely to choose this route 
when conventional means are inaccessible. They abandon institutionalized means but retain 
aspirations for success. 

Ritualism- It is characterized by individuals who become deviant by obsessively adhering to the 
means while losing sight of the goals. This response is most prevalent among the lower middle class, 
who have limited opportunities for success compared to other middle-class members. However, 
their strong socialization to conform prevents them from resorting to deviant means. Instead, they 
abandon their aspirations for success and become immersed in adhering to rules and norms without 
striving for achievement. 

Retreatism- This applies to individuals such as psychotics, artists, outcasts, vagabonds, chronic 
drunkards, and drug addicts. These individuals have internalized both the cultural goals and 
institutional means but are unable to achieve success due to the anomic situation. They cope with 
their circumstances by completely abandoning both the goals and the means to reach them. They 
withdraw from society, feeling defeated and resigned to their failures. Retreatists reject both the 
cultural goals and the institutionalized means. 
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Rebellion- here the individuals reject the goals, means, and institutions altogether and seek to create 
a new society. Examples include historical figures like Lenin, Christ, and Gandhi, as well as 
terrorists in various societies. Merton argues that rebellion is often driven by members of rising 
social classes who organize the resentful into revolutionary groups. 

Criticisms of Strain Theory 

1. Not all working class individuals turn to crime, and so we need something else to explain 
why some of them do and some of them do not. Subcultural theorists argued that the role of 
working class subcultures plugs this gap in the explanation – deviant subcultures provide 
rewards for individuals who commit crime. 

2. Strain theory fails to explain other form of crime apart from economic crimes. 

3. Merton’s reliance on official statistics means he over-estimates the extent of working class 
crime and underestimates the extent of middle class, or white collar crime. 

Merton’s strain theory is an important contribution to the study of crime and deviance – in the 1940s 
it helped to explain why crime continued to exist in countries, such as America, which were 
experiencing increasing economic growth and wealth. 
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(c) How is terrorism a new form of asymmetrical warfare? What are some of 
the challenges in trying to win the war on terrorism? (10 Marks) 

Terrorism represents a distinctive form of asymmetrical warfare due to its unconventional nature 
and the asymmetry in power and resources between terrorist groups and traditional military forces. 
Unlike conventional warfare between nation-states, terrorism involves non-state actors employing 
tactics that often target civilians and aim to instill fear and panic. 

Sociologists states that this type of violence, as a social behavior, relies on communication, shared 
and competing norms and values, and levels of social and self-restraints. Terrorists are seen to have 
emerged from societies where radical norms and values proved more influential. The sociological 
inquiry into these issues is approached on the basis of disciplinary insights in theoretical, 
methodological, and thematic respects.  

Challenges to win war over terrorism: 

1. According to Merton the difference between structural means and cultural goals leads to 
deviant behavior. Every society has different means and goals and it is difficult to keep 
society integrated on same lines which becomes reason for such deviant behavior in the 
society. Terrorists fall in the category of ‘retreatists’ that rejects both means and goals of 
society. 

2. According to Mead, the ‘I’ aspect is innovative aspect of individual and it leads to such 
behavior which is not in line with the societal norms. Society has very little control over I 
aspect. It is the ‘Me’ aspects which is influenced by the societal norms and values.  

3. New technologies like social media, dark net and modernization has made it easier to access 
marginalized people by radical and terrorists groups. It is difficult to track such activities and 
stop them. 

4. Some groups consider it functional for the society: Functionalism sees terrorism–which is a 
form of crime–as a temporary deviation from the normal goings on of society, and is in a way 
functional to society. Terrorism is functional because it joins individuals together in 
opposition, and brings a sense of belonging to the group opposing it. This feeling of group 
solidarity would help prevent anomie, which is the stage where people do not need to follow 
any norms of society in order to survive in society. 

5. Increasing inequality in the society: According to conflict perspective - “the idea that conflict 
between competing interests is the basic, animating force of social change and society in 
general." From the perspective of conflict theorists, terrorism is perceived as a response to 
perceived injustices, likely stemming from factors such as misinformation, lack of education, 
or unattainable objectives in the minds of terrorists. The violent actions exhibited by terrorist 
organizations are seen as outcomes of individual frustration, aggression, or a preparedness 
to engage in conflict. 

Sociology could play pivotal role in theoretical understanding of the terrorism. With proper 
sociological studies we can understand reason behind why individuals or groups assume terrorism 
as their only resort. Terrorism today is mostly influenced by political and religious matters and 
emerged as a new means to achieve power. Therefore an combined effort at international level is 
required to address the challenge of terrorism.  
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Paper 2 
 

Section - A 

Question 1. Write short answers to the following questions in about 150 words each, with a 

sociological perspective: 

(a) Elaborate Srinivas’s views on religion and society among the Coorgs. (10 
Marks) 

Prof. M. N. Srinivas’ book Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South India  was a seminal 
work in the understanding of the Indian society. It challenged the, then prevalent concept of the 
Indian Caste system, as perceived by the dominant paradigm of western anthropologists, and 
brought forth a new intellectual framework for understanding Hindu society under the structural 
functional school of thought. It raised questions on notion of caste as static and unchanging, and 
brought the omnipresence of social change into focus. 

M.N Srinivas outlined coorg. history from early 9th century till present time. Srinivas, closely 
observed the social life of the Coorg, particularly their religious beliefs and practices. He argued 
that religious rituals and beliefs strengthen unity in the Coorg society at various levels. 

Society among the Coorgs 

1. The okka or the patrilineal and patrilocal joint family is the basic group among Coorgs. 
Membership of an okka is acquired by birth, and the outside world always identifies a man 
with his okka” . “People who do not belong to an okka have no social existence” 

2. While studying the Coorgs of South India, he formulated the concept of ‘Brahminization’ to 
represent the process of the imitation of life-ways and ritual practices of Brahmins by the 
lower-caste Hindus. • It later led to a higher-level concept, ‘sanskritization’, Brahminic model 
as frame of reference had limitations (copying of life ways and rituals of other higher castes 
also). 

3. Village and Caste Solidarity- The social differences in the village community are expressed 
during village festivals, when members of different castes serve different functions. The 
collective dance and hand canalise the inter-okka rivalry present in the village, thereby 
preventing the destruction of social order, observed Srinivas villagers take a vow collectively 
to observe certain restrictions till the end of festivals. 

Religion amomg Coorgs- 

According to him, we cannot isolate religious beliefs completely from our life. Religious factors 
always correlate with social norms and values. No religion is autonomous or eternal. He provides 
an approach for those who do not regard religion as pure and society as corrupt. They have blind 
faith in intangible things which are not practically accepted. 

Concept of ritual purity of madi, and ritual impurity/pollution or pole. These concepts systematize 
and maintain the structural distance between different castes. One of the most important 
Untouchable castes are the Poley and Holey as both of which actually have the word pole attached 
to them. The chapter brings forth the realisation that the state of pollution is relative in nature. A 
lower caste individual is impure/polluted with reference to a higher caste, however within himself 
he is in a state of relative purity. Thus, an individual of any caste, under normal circumstances, is in 
a state of relative purity, with reference to his own caste. 
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Significant occasions of life cycle referred to as Mangala -include marriage, the ear boring ceremony 
(representing social adulthood of males), building of a house, conferring of a bravery honour etc., 
all of which are performed on an auspicious day and thus recognisable as auspicious occasion. These 
occasions are marked by certain ritual complexes or murta. 

Village deity- The village-deity has a significant role in the social life of the Coorgs. Inspite of being 
referred to as a village deity, the deity in question might be a combined deity of more than one 
village. The temples of these deities are simple and less ornate as compared to the Hindu temples; 
and the priest of the village deity may or may not be a Brahmin. There are times when the temple 
of the village deity might also consist of an outer sanctum of deities belonging to the lower caste. 
Thus, the religious pantheon is also representative of the social reality of castes. 

Concept of Hinduism- Hinduism like any other religion is not static. It both influences and is 
influenced by the political and social forces of the time. The process of Sanskritization has continued 
to entrance outlying group into the folds of Hinduism through the Sanskritic deities assuming 
different forms in their travels all over India as well as local deities assuming Sanskritic labels and 
forms. 

This leads to the spread of Sanskritic rites, and the increasing Sanskritization of non-Sanskritic rites. 
Sanskritic Hinduism provides certain common values to all Hindus; and the possession of common 
values knits people together into a community. In case of the Coorgs this is exenterated by their 
visits to regional shrines and temple and the comparison of Kaveri to Ganga in terms of a pious 
river. 

Reiterating the Coorg social life and the significance of ritual in its every nook and corner, and the 
myths and folklores that continuously sanskritize the local deities into the Hindu pantheon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepySociology
   

62  

 Access all Our Courses: - sleepyclasses.com/sociology-for-upsc/ 

(b) Illustrate the contribution of the Tebhaga Movement to the peasants 
struggle in India. (10 Marks) 

Peasant movements are important variants of social movements(Dhangare 1983). These movement 
can be categorized in terms of their ideological orientation, forms of grassroots mobilization, and 
orientation towards change as ‘radical’ and ‘institutionalised’ to analyze their dynamics. 

The Tebhaga movement was manifested in the undivided Bengal in mid 1940s centering around a 
demand for tebhaga (two-third shares) by sharecroppers of their produce for themselves, instead of 
one-half traditionally given to them by the jotedars—a class of intermediary landowners.   

This movement grew against the backdrop of the flourishing interest of the intermediary class of 
landowners on the one hand and that of the deterioration of the economic status of the agricultural 
labourers, sharecroppers and poor peasants on the other. The deteriorating economic condition of 
the lowest strata was reflected in the rapid expansion in the number of the sharecroppers and 

agricultural labourers in the Bengal agrarian society of the time. 

Increasing landlessness, poverty, under employment and various types of social and economic 
deprivation of the backward classes Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and their exploitation by 
the upper caste landowners and money lenders were the major issues involved in this movement. 
It raised the consciousness and the basic exploitative charcter. 

a) This  movements were organised under the auspice of the organisation and leadership of the 
Communists(of different political establishments)  

b) this movement was ideologically radical in nature.It challenged the normative and the pre-
existing institutional arrangements of the society. 

c) Uninstitutionalised collective mobilization and action was sponsored in this movement.  

d) This movements was immediately directed against the traditional landlords, police 
administration and other apparatus  of the state  

e) ]f) It looked for a radical change in the pre-existing agrarian arrangements of the society  

f) Though the leadership of these movements came mostly from the urban intellectuals and the 
higher caste groups, the poor peasantry especially from the  Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes, were the main driving forces in these collective mobilizations  

g) Movement like these experienced the phenomenal participation of women in all phases of 
progression of the collective mobilization; and exploitation of women by the upper caste 
landowners had become a prominent issue in these movements. 

The Tebhaga movement, to an extent, was successful, as it has been estimated that about 40 per cent 
of the sharecropping peasants were granted the Tebhaga right by the landowners themselves. The 
illegal exaction in the name of abwabs was also abolished. 

The movement was, however, less successful in the East Bengal districts. In 1948-1950, there was 
another wave of Tebhaga movement in these districts. The government cred­ited this to be a 
handiwork of the Indian agents which the general public believed and abstained themselves from 
involving in the movement. However, the East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act of 1950 
was passed due to the initiation of the movement. 
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 (c) Examine the changing initiatives of the land tenure system in India. (10 
Marks) 

Answer: -  

Land Tenure System – It identifies the ownership of land and the relationship of the owner with 
the cultivator.   

Terms and conditions under which land is leased to the tiller.  

According to Ogolla and Mugabe (1996), tenure defines the methods by which individuals or 
groups acquire, hold, transfer or transmit property rights in land.  

HOW FAO DEFINES LAND TENURE  

Land tenure  

Land tenure is the relationship, whether legally or customarily defined, among people, as 
individuals or groups, with respect to land. (For convenience, “land” is used here to include other 
natural resources such as water and trees.) Land tenure is an institution, i.e., rules invented by 
societies to regulate behaviour. Rules of tenure define how property rights to land are to be allocated 
within societies. They define how access is granted to rights to use, control, and transfer land, as 
well as associated responsibilities and restraints. In simple terms, land tenure systems determine 
who can use what resources for how long, and under what conditions.  

Land tenure is an important part of social, political and economic structures. It is multi-dimensional, 
bringing into play social, technical, economic, institutional, legal and political aspects that are often 
ignored but must be taken into account. Land tenure relationships may be well-defined and 
enforceable in a formal court of law or through customary structures in a community. Alternatively, 
they may be relatively poorly defined with ambiguities open to exploitation.  

Vedic period- State ownership limited. Common ownership of land.  

Mughal rule – assessment of land revenue more systemized and standardized.  

British rule – system of assessment and collection varied according to states and administration’s 
convenience.  

Who is owner?   

Relation of owner and cultivator   

Terms and conditions   

3 main systems used by British–  

Ryotwari – Independent single tenure. Sir Thomas Munroe, 1820, Madras. Occupant is tenant of 
state (state is owner of all land). 20-30 years. Revenue as rent and not tax.  

Eviction in case of non-payment. Assam, TN, MP, Gujarat, Maharashtra.  

Mahalwari – Joint village ownership. (villages = mahals). Co-sharer selected to take liability on 5% 
commission. 30-40 years.  

Zamindari (Permanent Settlement System) – landlord/intermediaries. Outcome of permanent 
settlement Lord Cornwallis, Bihar 1793.   

Why – British reluctance to deal directly, force of loyals.   

Who – revenue collecting officers of Mughals (they were not owners).   
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Real proprietors became tenants. State to get 10/11 of rent. Zamindars further leased out 
(outsourced). Long chain of middle-men.  

After Independence in 1947, almost all states passed legislation in the early 1950’s formally 
abolishing landlords and other intermediaries between the government and the cultivator.   

Several other laws have also been passed regarding tenancy reform, ceiling on land holdings, and 
land consolidation measures by different states at different times.  

Post-independence land reforms  

At the time of Independence, landless and marginalised farmers were promised by the Indian 
leaders that once the British left the country, there would be equal distribution of land.  

According to FAO, Land policy in India has undergone broadly four phases since Independence: -  

The first and longest phase (1950 - 72) consisted of land reforms that included three major efforts: 
abolition of the intermediaries, tenancy reform, and the redistribution of land using land ceilings. 
The abolition of intermediaries was relatively successful, but tenancy reform and land ceilings met 
with less success.  

The second phase (1972 - 85) shifted attention to bringing uncultivated land under cultivation.  

The third phase (1985 - 95) increased attention towards water and soil conservation through the 
Watershed Development, Drought-Prone Area Development (DPAP) and Desert-Area 
Development Programmes (DADP). A central government Waste land Development Agency was 
established to focus on wasteland and degraded land. Some of the land policy from this phase 
continued beyond its final year.  

The fourth and current phase of policy (1995 onwards) centres on debates about the necessity to 
continue with land legislation and efforts to improve land revenue administration and, in particular, 
clarity in land records.  

There have been many legislations and other steps since independence: -  

The move that allowed the states to make their own Zamindari Abolition Acts, abolish Begari (free 
labour) and redistribute land and community resources (such as ponds, lakes and forests). 

The Agricultural Land Ceiling Act - these state-wise Acts limit the maximum area that one 
landholder can own to minimise inequality in land ownership. All surplus land should be 
distributed among landless and marginal farmers.  

The Forest Rights Act (2006) – this Act overrides the 1920 Indian Forest Act, allowing tribal 
communities and forest dwellers to apply for the rights to forest land that they have been living on 
and using for generations.  

NITI Aayog initiative- NITI Aayog has prepared a draft model Land Title Act, 2019. The draft model 
recommends conclusive land titles and providing of State guaranteed ownership.  

The Centre under the Ministry of Rural Development and State Governments/Union Territories 
administration are in the process of implementing the Digital India Land records implementation 
programme 2.0 wherein the endeavour is to digitalise the land records and land registration is to be 
maintained in a computerised database.  

Along with the same, a scheme for mapping of land parcels in rural inhabited areas using Drone 
technology is also underway and the objective is to ensure that phase-wise manner of mapping of 
land parcels across the country should be completed by 2024.  
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Several important issues confronted the policy-makers, according to FAO: -  

Land was concentrated in the hands of a few and there was a proliferation of intermediaries who 
had no vested interest in self-cultivation. Leasing out land was a common practice.  

The tenancy contracts were exploitative in nature and tenant exploitation was ubiquitous.  

Land records were in extremely bad shape giving rise to a mass of litigation. It is ironic that the 
Supreme Court of India in 1989 commented that the revenue records are not legal documents of title 
(Wadhwa, 1989). This is a sad commentary on the land records of the country.  

Existing gaps 

Absence of a standardised national registry of land records, record of rights being undertaken is 
primarily for agricultural land while responsibility for urban land lies with urban departments etc. 
still exist.   

Another area that the government needs to work on and bring changes to is that of land leasing. 
Institutional framework for leasing of land is required to be put in place which will bring 
transparency and ensure land ownership right and tenancy right for landowners and tenants 
respectively  

It will also enable tenants to access bank credit and incentivise them to make investments in land 
improvement, allow mutually agreeable stipulations between the landowner and tenant for the 
lease agreement etc.  

Governmental authorities may consider offering the land not in use of agricultural activities to non-
agricultural use on easy terms with smooth and transparent process. • The government may 
seriously consider releasing surplus land with the public undertakings. In fact, a substantial part of 
the land owned by many PSUs and port  

authorities are illegally occupied by others in no way associated with the concerned public units — 
often with active backing of local criminals in nexus with political leaders.   

Conclusion 

Thus, with an aspirational goal of India becoming a $5-trillion economy by 2025 the imperative need 
today is to unleash the power of land and reap fruits by bringing about the much-needed Land 
Reforms which are waiting to see the light of the day. Land reforms which have been on the anvil 
for some time now can very well be the next big game-changer for India.  

Land reforms in India are a state subject. Ownership or title to a plot of land in the country is largely 
a presumptive title rather than a conclusive title.   

Conclusive land titling will help farmers gain easy access to credit, considerably reduce land 
associated litigations, enable transparent land transactions and make the process of land acquisition 
for infrastructure development smooth and efficient. 
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(d) Write a note on Ghurye’s conception of caste in India. (10 Marks) 
In the early 1930s, G.S. Ghurye published a book, Caste and Race in India which still is an important 
source book on Indian castes. In this work, he examined the caste system from historical, 
comparative and integrative perspectives. 
Ghurye describes caste as a form of social organization that is unique to Indian civilization, which 
presents a clear contrast to social groupings in the rest of the world. Hindu society is divided into 
groupings known as caste, with varying degrees of respectability and social interaction.  
Ghurye brought out the following six features of the caste system: 

1. Segmental division of society: The caste society comprises of heterogeneous groups with a 
distinct life of their own and the membership is determined not by selection but by birth. 
Castes are small and complete social world in themselves, marked off definitely from one 
another, though subsisting within the larger society. 

2. Hierarchy: One of the principal characteristic of the caste society is the hierarchy of groups. 
This implies a definite scheme of social precedence amongst the castes with the Brahmin at 
the head of the hierarchy. 

3. Restrictions on feeding and social intercourse: There are minute rules pertaining to what sort 
of food or drink can be accepted by a person and from what castes. While lower castes have 
no scruples in accepting cooked food from any higher caste, the Brahmins and other castes 
did not accept food or water from other castes that stood lower than itself in the social scale. 
Ghurye also mentions about the theory of pollution communicated by some castes to 
members of the higher ones. 

4. Civil and religious disabilities and privileges of the different sections: Ghurye noted that one 
of the most obvious markers of civil privileges and disabilities that prevailed all over India 
was the segregation of individual castes or a group of castes in a village. Southern India 
stands out as the most rigid in the matter of rules pertaining to ceremonial purity and 
untouchability. In Southern India, certain parts of the town or village were inaccessible to 
certain castes. Even the type of houses that were to be built and the materials that were to be 
used for construction were prescribed for lower castes. 

5. Lack of unrestricted choice of occupation: The occupations have been fixed by heredity. 
Generally the castes were not allowed to change their traditional occupations. All caste 
people maintain their supremacy and secrecy in their jobs and do not allow the other caste 
group to join in. The upper caste people like Brahmins are free to opt for study of religious 
books, while this cannot be done by other classes. 

6. Restriction of marriage: Caste groups follow the principle of endogamy. This means that caste 
groups marry within their own groups. Marrying outside the caste group is strongly 
condemned.   

Critique 
1. MNSrinivas  called it the Book view of Indian society which is not representative of ground 

realities. 
2. Marxists sociologist  said that GS Ghurye  ignored the inherently exploitative nature of caste 

and class and focused only on its integrative aspect. 

3. Andre Betellie  said that caste as status group formed the basis of organised social action.  

The caste system today was becoming “pluralist” in the sense that each caste was in competition or 
conflict with the other for bigger share of the nation’s wealth. Hence, according to Ghurye the 
scramble for privileges was damaging the unity of society. 
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 (e) Comment on the growing assertion of tribal community for autonomy 
in India. (10 Marks) 

Answer: 

Structure 

• Introduction 

• Integration and Autonomy 

• Challenges and issues 

• Assertion of identity 

• Constitutional safeguards 

• Conclusion 

The Article 342 of Indian constitution is related to the scheduled tribe communities and they 
represent 8.6% of India’s population (Census, 2011). There are more than 700 notified ST 
communities and varies from each other in terms of religion, kinship etc. 

Integration and Autonomy 

In the sociological literature various scholars had provided arguments on the issue of autonomy 
and integration. For Ghurye tribes are ‘backward Hindus’, whose isolation is the root cause of their 
social backwardness, hence needs to be assimilated in the larger society. According to 
assimilationists like L.P. Vidyarti that tribe-caste interlinkage is mentioned in ancient Sanskrit texts 
- Vedas mention Nishads who went for caste status, Ramayana has Shabri, Mahabharta has 
Ghatotkacha, Eklavya. According to this perspective tribes have been left behind in the 
development story and they should be integrated to promote inclusive growth and human 
development. 

Counter to assimilation ideas British anthropologist Elwin was of the view that tribes can only be 
developed along the lines of their “own genius” without disturbing their social and cultural lives. 
They advocated the idea of autonomy, along with the self-governing rights. The constituent 
assembly promoted the idea of tribal development but with limited integration in the mainstream 
society. 

After independence Jawaharlal Nehru adopted the approach of controlled integration and gave the 
idea of ‘Tribal Panchsheel’. It means inclusion of tribal communities in different spheres of 
education, employment and administration without any imposition of the mainstream society.  

Challenges and issues  

Despite various constitutional safeguards and other development measures the tribal communities 
had faced severe discrimination and they are-  

• Lack of representation - tribal communities hardly have any say in policies and programmes 
related to them.  

• Issue of ‘Jal, Jangal and Jameen’ as tribal lands are acquired by the government for ‘national 
development’ and economic growth of the nation. Scholars like Virginus XaXa explained 
how big projects had reduced tribes to second class citizens. 
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• Moreover, tribal land had been given to private sector for mining and other purposes that 
led to massive protest, movements by tribal communities.  

• Problem of stigma and social discrimination e.g. criminal tribe’s act. 

• Issue of identification and documents especially related to PVTGs and De-notified tribes. 

• Naxalism had also impacted the lives and livelihood of tribal communities 

• Deficit in governance - Acts like AFSPA and incident like Nagaland killings promote 
suspicion. 

• Demography issues and conflict with indigenous culture. In 1941, the tribes made up 50.09% 
of the population in Tripura the non-tribal were 49.91%. The 2011 Census showed a dip in 
their population to 31.8% compared to 68.2% of the non-tribal people. 

• Committees like Dhebar commission and Xaxa committee explain how tribal communities 
are poor in almost all social indicators, problem of eviction and displacement still persists, 
social discrimination still prevalent throughout the country. 

Assertion of identity 

The above-mentioned issues hampered the growth of ‘social contract’ between state and the tribal 
communities. The forces of liberalisation privatisation and globalisation had aggravated the issues 
of tribal people and they had taken various steps to assert their presence –  

• Niyamgiri movement, which was led by dongria tribe in Orissa against mining companies.  

• The Pathalgadi movement of Jharkhand forced the government to withdraw its controversial 
order related to land rights  

• The on-going Hasdeo forest movement in Chhattisgarh against coal mining is another 
example of tribal identity and unity. 

• Various groups in the North East protested against the Citizenship amendment Act as it will 
promote migrant population in their region. 

• The demands for political autonomy and extension of the 6th Schedule to tribal areas had 
been raised by numerous communities. 

On the political front the rise of Bhartiya Tribal party in Gujarat and Rajasthan showcases the rise 
of political awareness among the ST communities.  

Various initiatives by the government like Van bandhu kalyan Yojana and Van-Dhan yojana – to 
promote holistic development of tribal communities had also strengthened the economic clout and 
power of the tribal communities. Organisation like TRIFED and marketing schemes like ‘Tribes 
India’ had not only increased the income of tribal communities but also promoted their identity and 
culture at the national level.   

Recently union government celebrated first tribal day on the birthday of Tribal leader ‘Birsa Munda’, 
moreover, government is also planning to construct multiple tribal museums to promote tribal 
culture, identity, art, craft etc. 

However, the assertion of tribal identity had also promoted various negative tendencies- 

• Conflict between state and tribes - The problem of separatism and militant warfare. Various 
groups like ULFA, NSCN-K etc. are involved in extortion and violence 

• Conflict between tribes - The power struggle and conflict between various tribes over 
resources dents ‘adivasi consciousnesses.’ E.g. – Bru-mizo issue. 
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• Conflict between tribal and non-tribal – Clash between Dalit Sikhs and local communities in 
Shillong,  

Conclusion  

The major problem in tribal autonomy debate is the lack of participation and view from the tribal 
community itself. All major ideas are from the mainstream perspective and this alienated the tribes 
from rest of the society. The pushback and assertion by tribal for their culture, identity, clearly 
explains future discourse must give due share to voices of the tribal people.  

Constitutional safeguards 

• The 5th and 6th schedule gave more autonomy and decision making powers. 

• Article 15(4) promotes the social, economic and educational interests. 

• Article 16(4) talks about the reservation of posts and services for ST/SC communities. 

• Article 19(4) safeguards Tribal interests by restricting the freedom of non-tribal groups of 
acquisition and disposition of property in tribal dominated areas.  

• Article 23 abolishes bonded labour addressing the social and economic oppression.  

• Article 29 ensures preservation of local languages, dialects and culture.  

• Article 330, 332 & 334 reserve seats for ST’s in Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha ensuring their 
representation in the governing bodies.  

• Article 338A brought in the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) having 
representation of panellists of tribal communities.  

• PESA act 1995 ensures power to the local bodies for the management and development of 
natural resources and dispute resolution. 

• A provision for a minister of tribal welfare in some states (164). 

• Article 371 upholds customary laws, justice and socio-religious practices of tribals in some 
states. 
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Question 2.  

(a) Critically examine Dube’s contributions to the study of Indian villages. 
(20 Marks) 

• Dube’s book on Indian Village, first published in 1955 was a milestone in the study of Indian 
society. In this book, he made a significant contribution in understanding the Indian society 
through structural-functional perspective.  

• While examining the village selected for his study, he says that one must examine the various 
units through which the village community is organized. 

• Dube conducted a descriptive study of the village Shamirpet, which is situated at a distance 
of about 25 miles from the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad in Andhra Pradesh in 
the Deccan Plateau of India. It is an outcome of the Social Service Extension Project, 
sponsored by the Department of Sociology and Anthropology.  

• Dube describes a Deccan village in India in 1955 on the same lines which Robert Redfield 
conducted his first village study in Mexico in 1930. Many of his conclusions could provide 
the first insight into the complex web of Indian village life. He observes: “No village in India 
is completely autonomous and independent, for it is always one unit in a wider social system 
and is a part of an organized political society.” 

• According to Dube, “an individual is not the member of a village community alone, he also 
belongs to a caste, religious group or a tribe with a wider territorial spread and comprises 
several villages. These units have their own organization, authority and sanctions.” 

• The study presents a comprehensive picture of the functioning of village institutions 
although it is one of the earliest monographs on a village. Dube asserts that the economic 
system of rural India is founded mainly on caste’s functional specialization, interdependence 
and occupational mobility. He also observes that the elements of classical Hinduism of an all-
India spread are mingled with the regional religious beliefs and practices of Hindus of 
Deccan Plateau. 

According to him three types of religious services and festivals is celebrated in the village- 

o Family ceremonies 

o Village familial and communal festival’ 

o The Muslim and Hindu interaction during festivals 

• S.C Dube identified six factors that contributed towards the status differentiation in the 
village community of Shamirpet –religion and caste, landownership, wealth, position in the 
government service and village organization, age and distinctive personality traits. Attempts 
to claim a higher ritual status was not a simple process. The group had to negotiate it at the 
local power structure. Dube pointed out the manner in which the caste panchayat of the 
lower or the menial castes worked as unions to secure their employment and strengthen their 
bargaining power with the land owning dominant castes. 

• The major criticism was put forward by M.N Srinivas- 

• To Srinivas the social world of the woman was synonymous with the household and kinship 
group while the men inhabited a more heterogeneous world. In the Telangana village Dube 
observed that women were secluded from the activities of the public space. It was considered 
a mark of respectability in women if they walked with their eyes downcast.  
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• The rules of patriarchy were clearly laid out. After caste gender was the most important factor 
that governed the division of labor in the village. Masculine and feminine pursuits were 
clearly distinguished. 

• Srinivas pointed out that the two sets of occupations were not only separated but also seen 
as unequal. It was the man who exercised control over the domestic economy. He made the 
annual grain payments at harvest to the members of the artisan and servicing castes who had 
worked for him during the year. The dominant male view thought of women as being 
incapable of understanding what went on outside the domestic wall. 

• Dube highlighted the role of various social structures like social, economic, ritual and 
political to help in shaping the village. Further, the elements of various social structures are 
interlinked at the individual level as well as the higher order to bring about solidarity and 
consensus among the villagers. 

• Attempt has been made to understand the factors which led to the changing scenario of 
village Shamirpeth (Hyderabad) in Andhra Pradesh. In his book, India’s Changing Village 
(1958), Dube deals with the changes brought about in Indian villages by initiation of CDPs 
(Community Development programmes) in India. The book discusses the human factors’ 
responsibility in bringing changes in villages of India through CDP. 
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(b) What is caste politics? Substantiate your answer with examples of how 
identities are defined by caste dynamics. (20 Marks) 

Structure: 

• Brief introduction of caste politics 

• Colonial period and Caste politics 

• Caste politics in independent India 

• Aspects of Caste politics 

• Impact of caste politics 

Caste is a significant factor in influencing Indian politics. Caste and democratic politics appear to be 
diametrically opposed concepts: caste is a strict hierarchical stratified structure based on birth, 
whereas democratic politics defends the principles of equality, freedom, and justice. Rajni Kothari 
stated that the search for power inside caste groupings or among castes resulted in the politicisation 
of caste. 

Caste and Politics in Pre- Independence India  

• Significant changes in the caste system occurred with the establishment of British 
administration. Modern education introduced the concepts of rights, liberty, and equality. 

• During this period, caste associations and sabhas advocate for increased status in census 
records and daily interactions. 

• The British government intervened in caste hierarchy in three significant ways: 

1. By seeking counsel from Brahmins, they gave them primacy, resulting in discontent 
and the birth of an anti-Brahminical movement (south India and Maharashtra). To 
oppose Brahmin dominance, organisations like as the Justice Party were founded. 

2. Morley Minto Reform (1909)- separate electorate for the depressed classes. 

3. The British government established a missionary education system to teach the 
populace about their rights, which challenged the power of the upper castes. 

Relation between Caste and Politics in the Post-Independence India 

• Many theorists believe that castes are taking new roles such as influencing politics and 
playing a role in political dynamics such as an effective pressure or interest group. Nehru 
thought that democratic democracy and caste could not coexist. Similarly, Ambedkar argued 
“you can’t build anything on the foundation of Caste.” 

• According to Andre Beteille, Indian politics has continuously attempted to negotiate the 
loyalty liberal spirit and communal consciousness. In his book Caste in Indian Politics, Rajni 
Kothari argues that in newly independent democratic India, caste and politics are linked in 
three ways:  

• Secularisation of caste occurred, which expanded the role of caste from a traditional 
community identity rules and rituals to a larger phenomenon that was used in caste 
mobilisation for secular proposes of power and employment. 

• Integration, caste not only distinguishes people based on their caste identity, but it also 
integrates people on a smaller scale, forming their loyalties to specific groups.  
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• Consciousness, he believes that caste enters politics by being conscious of its identity and 
becoming politicised, which strengthens community consciousness. 

Various aspects of caste politics are-  

• Caste associations and organisations are founded to bring concerns of particular caste social, 
political, and economic conflicts to the attention of the government, in order to seek justice 
and a decent existence. According to Rudolph & Rudolph "Caste associations aimed to have 
their own members nominated for elected office, working via existing parties or founding 
their own; to maximise caste participation and influence governmental bodies". 

• Castes, socialisation, and leadership - Different caste groups have loyalty to various political 
parties and ideologies. Individuals are naturally influenced by caste groupings and casteism 
as they develop their political orientations, attitudes, and beliefs. 'Caste values' and caste 
interests have an impact on socialisation, and hence on political thought, consciousness, and 
engagement. The process of leadership recruitment is influenced by caste. In Haryana, 
leadership is provided by either the Jats or the Bishnois or Brahmins. Andhra Pradesh's state 
leaders are the Reddys, Kammas, and Valamas. 

• Caste and Party Politics: Some political parties have a clear caste foundation, while others 
rely on certain caste groups indirectly. The DMK and AIADMK are Tamil Nadu's non-
Brahmin, anti-Brahmin political parties. While the BSP relies heavily on the support of the 
Scheduled Castes, the support of high caste Hindus and the trade sector is very crucial for 
BJP. Paul. R. Brass refers to it as a "coalition of castes," in which all parties study the 
composition of the constituency and evaluate which candidate should be elected as the 
representative based on caste identification. 

• Caste and electoral politics - All political parties place a high value on the caste component 
when selecting candidates, allocating seats, and canvassing support for their nominees in 
elections. No one can deny N.D. Palmer's observation that "Caste concerns are accorded 
enormous weight in the selection of candidates and in the appeals to voters during election 
campaigns." Jat candidates are fielded in seats dominated by Jats. 

Impact of caste politics  

• Caste as a Divisive and Cohesive Factor in Indian Politics: Caste functions in Indian politics 
as both a divisive and a unifying factor. It serves as a foundation for the creation of various 
interest groups in the Indian system, each of which strives for power with every other group. 
It may sometimes lead to an unhealthy quest for control and operate as a dividing force. It is, 
however, a source of solidarity among members of disparate groups and serves as a cohesive 
force. 

• Rudolph and Rudolph investigated the untouchable group Shanans of Tamil Nadu and 
described how political mobilisation and organisation aided them in achieving higher social 
status. 

• Reservations- Caste-based reservations are accused for preserving caste-based identities in a 
contemporary society that prioritises merit-based equal opportunity for education and 
employment. According to Christopher Jaffrelot, caste has evolved from a system to an 
interest group. He emphasises how caste-based reservations aided in the transformation of 
caste into interest groups. 

• Identity and representation - In his book Who Wants Democracy, Javeed Alam notes that 
lower castes see caste politics as an empowering instrument.  
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According to Jaffrelot and Kumar, identity politics has secured the presence of lower and 
marginalised castes in Indian politics. 

• Caste-based discrimination and atrocities against lower castes include exploitation of 
women, financial exploitation, limits on access to resources and opportunities, stereotypes, 
and prejudice in social and public life. 

o Caste and the establishment of a council of ministers: When forming the council of 
ministers, the prime minister and chief minister must ensure that representatives from 
various castes in their state are represented. 

o Castelessness and Privilege — Modern caste politics primarily emphasises lower 
caste assertiveness and associates caste-based politics with marginalised groups. 
Traditional higher castes might lay claim to the concept of 'castelessness'. According 
to Satish Deshpande, this is due to higher castes' 'invisibility' and lower castes' 'hyper-
visibility.' 

The interaction between different communities in society is shaped by caste politics. Over time, 
hierarchy-based stratification has increased 'caste consciousness' across many societies. Strong caste 
identities create sentiments of belonging or self-esteem, relying on some caste standards in the 
process. They are preoccupied with their identity, which is mostly due to sentiments of connectivity 
with prior generations of one's caste group. The rising assertion of identities has resulted in a variety 
of tensions and violence in society, such as attacks on dalits for riding horses and the Una violence 
case. 

On the other hand, modern political ideas emphasise the value of equality and liberty, and there are 
several cases of caste groups voting against their traditional parties. The attraction of politicians 
such as Indira Gandhi, Narendra Modi, and others cuts beyond caste groupings, resulting in the 
demise of caste-based politics. 

As a result, caste and politics had a dual impact on society. According to Andre Beteille's western 
ideals, contemporary political principles are driving people away from their caste identities, while 
caste politics are reinforcing them. 
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(c) Do you think that the Indian saints have brought about social reform and 
awareness in Indian society? Explain. (10 Marks) 

In his work, Indian Sadhus, Ghurye (1953) examined the paradoxical nature of renunciation in India. 
In Indian culture, the Sadhu or Sannyasin is supposed to be detached from all caste norms, social 
conventions. 

Indian society has witnessed saints and their teachings since early 11th century, various saints from 
different regions of India and their teachings have continuously helped in bringing equality and 
awareness in society. They spread the message of love and brother hood in Indian society. 

Social reform and awareness-  

Arbiters of religious disputes, patronised learning of scriptures and even defended religion against 
external attacks. So, renunciation has been a constructive force in Hindu society. Ghurye considered 
in detail the different groups of Sadhus. Important among them were the Shaivite Dashnamis (literal 
meaning: ten orders) and Vaishnavite Bairagis. 

Abolition of Social Evils: Indian saints have historically been at the forefront of campaigns against 
social evils such as untouchability, caste discrimination, and the mistreatment of women. They used 
their spiritual authority to challenge these practices and promote equality. 

Advocacy for Education: Many Indian saints, like Swami Vivekananda and Raja Ram Mohan Roy, 
emphasized the importance of education. They established schools and educational institutions to 
spread knowledge, particularly among marginalized communities. 

Women’s Rights: Saints like Swami Dayananda Saraswati and Ramakrishna Paramahamsa 
challenged prevailing norms related to the treatment of women. They advocated for women’s 
education and empowerment. 

Symbolising diversity and promoting inclusivity- These Sadhus who assembled on a large scale at 
Kumbh Mela were the very microcosm of India; they came from diverse regions, spoke different 
languages but belonged to common religious orders.. The well-known ascetics of the recent times, 
Vivekanand, Dayanand Saraswati and Sri Aurobindo worked for the betterment of Hinduism. 

Bridge Between Communities: Saints often serve as bridges between different communities and 
castes. Their teachings promote unity and harmony, transcending divisions that have plagued 
Indian society. 

They are also criticised as sometimes they  increased focus on Suddhi Movements and revivalist 
tendencies of glorification of past tend to  create communal strife also and anomies in society such 
as that of Arya Samaj. 

Today again with the increasing number of sect and cult and the secular function of these 
organisations such as Sadhguru of Isha foundation we can see that the role of sadhus in upliftment 
of humanity has taken centre stage. 
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Question 3.  

(a) What is ethno-nationalism? Examine the critical factors responsible for 
tribal discontent in India. (20 Marks) 

Ethno-nationalism is a form of ethnicity in which a particular ethnic identity is crystallized and 
institutionalized by acquiring a political agenda. Nations are created when ethnic groups in a multi-
ethnic state are transformed into a self-conscious political entities. Hence, it is the goals of 
sovereignty and self-determination that set nationalism apart from ethnicity. 

Ethno-nationalism transcends the boundaries of state, religion sect and class. It seeks to fragment 
established nationalities and communities and create new ones using ethnic indicators. The 
symbolic and cultural aspects of ethnicity are important in themselves and often get politicised for 
the promotion of collective interests.  

Most ethno-national conflicts are for a larger share of economic resources and products and for a 
greater part in decision-making processes. According to Joseph Rothschild, “politicised ethnicity 
has become the most keen and potent edge of intrastate and interstate conflict and it asserts itself 
today dialectically as the leading legitimator or delegitimating or political authority.” 

Ethno-Nationalism: The Indian Case 

Sharma described how ethnic antagonism has posed four serious challenges to the Indian state. 
These are: 

Casteism-A curious mix of ethnic identity and modern interests in which the ethnic group uses the 
caste ideology to further its economic and political interests, e.g., a political party asking for votes 
of a particular caste group. 

Communalism-the "unholy" alliance between religion and politics in which religion may be used 
for political or economic gains, e.g., the Hindutva concept useed by the BJP. 

Nativism-the 'sons of the soil' concept in which regional identities become the source of ethnic strife, 
e.g., the movement in Assam to expel the 'foreigners' from Bengal. 

Ethno-nationalism-the transformation of an ethnic group to a nationality which may start 
demanding autonomous governance in a particular territory or even secession, separation and 
recognition as a sovereign nation, e.g., the movements in Kashmir and Punjab. 

Factors for tribal discontent –  

British Policies- The British policy towards the tribals had two major elements. Firstly, it favoured 
isolation of the tribal areas from the mainstream. Because the British tribal policy was political and 
colonial, the British administration feared, that if these tribals were to have contact with the 
mainstream of Indian society, the freedom movements would gain further strength. In this 
background it seemed logical to them to isolate, administratively and politically, the regions that 
had predominantly tribal populations.  

Secondly, at the level of reform, the British administration was interested in ‘civilising’ these people. 
In an ethno-centric assessment, the tribals were viewed at par with stage of bestiality. The classical 
theory of evolution, which had gripped academic attention in late nineties and early twenties, had 
treated the ‘contemporary primitives’ as the remnants or survivals of the early stages of humanity, 
savagery and barbarism.  
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In the words of Sir, E.B. Tylor, these people inhabiting the hilly or forested terrain with sparse 
population and difficult communication were ‘social fossils’; a study of whom would illuminate the 
prehistoric phases of human existence. 

Issues Relating to Access to Livelihood 

Agrarian Policies, Land Laws and Land Alienation Among Tribals- Although the forestland was 
primarily owned by the tribal communities. In many adivasi areas, requisite surveys were never 
done. Thus, people’s rights over vast tracts of land were never recognized,  though the land was 
customarily owned by these tribal communities (Xaxa,2007, Sarap, 2017). Further, the increasing 
pauperisation and marginalisation of peasantry has been affecting the livelihood of the tribals. The 
National Sample Survey Office data shows an increasing trend of landlessness among the tribal 
households,  leading to their pauperisation. 

Loss of Land and Livelihood 

There was loss of the source of livelihood since the tribals were kept away from the  shifting 
cultivation as it  was considered wasteful and destructive  but the British government considered it 
as a source of regular revenue, and therefore, the tribals were encouraged to take up land for 
cultivation but on lower rates of assessment.  

However, the lack of agricultural implements, poor quality of soil, frequent crop failure and rigid 
revenue demands, often forced the  cultivators, both tribals and non- tribals,  to turn to money 
tenders to provide them with money at high rates of interest to buy seeds,  consumption items, and 
even money to pay revenue to the government.  

In several parts, the trend of increasing indebtedness and transfer of land for cultivation  to the 
money-lending classes increased. In this way, a powerful class emerged which amassed large 
amounts of land and wealth through combined activities of  money-lending, trading and liquor 
selling.  

This trend reduced the tribals to the position of bonded labourers and tenants. Thus, from a low 
subsistence, the tribals became totally dependent on the landlord- money lenders, traders, 
shopkeeper, for their survival. The exploitation and oppression by the money-lending  class not only 
reduced them to extreme poverty but also removed their self respect. 

Regulations and Resistance  

There has been, of late, a growing awareness of the environmental problems facing the country, 
especially the depletion of our forest resources. The conflict and tension is growing among 
contending tribal groups because of deprivation and lack of access to resources and  power. The 
task of fullfillment of tribal ‘rights’; and the loss of their control over their natural resources have 
evoked a sharp reaction  from the tribal forest communities.  

There have been revolts in different tribal areas centered around the question of forests since the 
early days of forest administration. For instance, in Garhwal, the reservation of forests in 1913 was 
followed by extensive social movements in 1916 and 1921, coinciding with the first non-cooperation 
movement, engulfing large areas of Garhwal and Kumaon. These upsurges forced the government 
to de-reserve large forest areas. The discontent among the tribal people due to forest restrictions 
manifested in the unwillingness of the villagers to cooperate with the Forest Department  in its task 
of forest conservation. 
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Development-induced Displacement Among Tribals 

Existing studies reveal that most of the people displaced due to development projects are tribals 
because tribal areas are rich in natural resources. The magnitude of the problem of displacement is 
known from various projects. We can easily understand from the latest, popular and major projects 
such as the Narmada (SardarSarovar) and Polavaram projects. 

It’s important to note that ethnic conflicts are complex, with underlying historical, economic, 
political, and social factors that contribute to their emergence and perpetuation. Addressing ethnic 
conflicts typically requires a comprehensive approach that considers these multifaceted causes and 
seeks to promote reconciliation, inclusivity, and sustainable peace. 
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(b) Is industrial development in India a bane or a boon to agrarian class 
structure? Substantiate your answer with suitable examples. (20 Marks) 

Industrialization refer to a process of change in the technology used to produce goods and services. 
This economic process has become the one of the driving factors for the change in the society and 
affecting its entire dimension. The industrialization has taken a peak through Industrial revolution, 
which led to different agricultural and technological innovation impacting both rural and urban 
society in different manner. 

How industrial development is a boon: 

1. Class and Caste mobility: With increasing industrial intervention dominant caste has 
emerged in different regions of India. Similarly workers from village working in urban 
industrial centers(Jan Breman have called them footloose labor) have brought new value and 
norms , which has also affected the agrarian class structure. For example, the Green 
Revolution in the 1960s brought significant changes to Punjab's agrarian landscape, 
increasing agricultural productivity. 

2. According to Andre Beteille, the industrial workers due to their increased earning have 
changed the existing pattern of the landholding. It was earlier dominated by upper caste but 
now even lower caste is buying lands in villages. 

3. Changing MOP and social organization: The industrial revolution has increased 
mechanization in agriculture, capital investment, and integration of agriculture with market. 
Earlier agriculture was done for subsistence but now the primary motive is to earn profit. 
Traditional forms of social organization, such as "feudalism" and "peasant societies," have 
broken down, making room for more diversified social structures.  

4. New class structure: According to Rudolph and Rudolph, there is emerging new classes like 
Bullock Capitalists in the agrarian class structure. 

5. The traditional framework of jajmani relations has largely disintegrated, making room for 
more formalized arrangements between cultivators and those employed by them. 

How industrial development is bane: 

1. According to Marxists, the big landlords will control the factors of production and benefit 
themselves only. Not everyone may benefit equally, and disparities in access to opportunities 
can lead to the perpetuation of social hierarchies. For example, the green revolution has 
mostly benefited the big landlords who could afford the costly HYV seeds and machines. 

2. Decreasing importance of agriculture: Establisment of new industries in the vicinity of 
villages has led to increased migration and diluted the centrality of land in agrarian class 
structure.  

3. New cultural challenges: There may be resistance to cultural changes, causing tensions 
between traditional values and the influences of industrialization. This can lead to social 
conflicts and identity crises. For example, Khap panchayats still oppose the inter-caste 
marriages. 

4. Feminization of agriculture: As it is mostly the males who migrate to industrial areas to work 
in industries and factories, the women in villages get responsibility to work in the fields.    

5. More participation of agrarian classes in industries has alienated them from their earlier 
social life in the villages which was based on cooperation and social cohesion. They are 
shifting from mechanical solidarity to organic solidarity. 
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Impact of industry on the agrarian class structure in India is a complex interplay of positive and 
negative influences. Industrial development is proliferating the middle class in the agrarian class 
structure which is changing the values, norms and practices of rural society and there is increased 
inter linkage between the rural urban societies. So the industrial development should be balanced 
in a manner to benefit agrarian society without affecting it negatively. 
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(c) Give an account of Ranajit Guha’s approach in studying ‘subaltern class’ 
10 Marks 

Structure 

• Define Subaltern class 

• Subaltern studies 

• Explain Ranajit Guha's approach 

• Criticism 

• Conclusion 

What is Subaltern class ? 

In postcolonial studies and in critical theory, the term subaltern designates and identifies the 
colonial populations who are socially, politically, and geographically excluded from the hierarchy 
of power of an imperial colony and from the metropolitan homeland of an empire.  

Antonio Gramsci coined the term subaltern to identify the cultural hegemony that excludes and 
displaces specific people and social groups from the socio- economic institutions of society, in order 
to deny their agency and voices in colonial politics.  

Subaltern, meaning 'of inferior rank', is a term adopted by Antonio Gramsci to refer to those groups 
in society who are subject to the hegemony Of the ruling classes. Subaltern classes may include 
peasants, workers and other groups denied access to 'hegemonic' power, 

 

 

 

 

 

Subaltern Studies 

• Subaltern Studies emerged around 1982 as a series of journal articles published by Oxford 
University Press in India. A group of Indian scholars trained in the west wanted to reclaim 
their history. 

• Its main goal was to retake history for the underclasses, for the voices that had not been heard 
previous. Scholars of the subaltern hoped to break away from histories of the elites and the 
Eurocentric bias of current imperial history. 

• In the main, they wrote against the "Cambridge School" which seemed to uphold the colonial 
legacy — i.e. it was elite-centered. 

• Instead, they focused on subaltern in terms of class, caste, gender, race, language and culture, 
They espoused the idea that there may have been political dominance, but that this was not 
hegemonic. 'Ihe primary leader was Ranajit Guha who had written works on peasant 
uprisings in India. 

• Reclaim their story, to give voice to the subjected peoples. Any other history merely 
reconstructs imperialist hegemony and does not give voice  to the people—those who 
resisted, those who supported, those who experienced colonial incursion. " 
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• According to the Subaltern Studies group, this history is designed to be a "contribution made 
by people on their own, that it, independently of the élite" (quoted in Young 160).  

They did this by establishing a journal out of Oxford, Delhi and Australia and called it 
Subaltern Studies to write a history against the grain and restore history to the subordinated. 
In other words, to give the common people back their agency. 

• In other words, proponents of subaltern studies suggest that we need to find alternate sources 
to locate the voice of the subaltern historically. Elite records, like those at the home office or 
foreign office could still be used, but you had to read them with a different pair Of lenses. 

Relevance 

Obviously, the introduction Of subaltern studies, like all Of our theories we've encountered this 
term, has tremendous political repercussions. In a society like Great Britain, that claims to operate 
as a "Commonwealth" yet sees racism around every corner as well as the desire to keep out the 
blacks who cause all the problems (refer to recent Prime Minister elections), the writing and 
mapping Of a history Of previously silent groups creates an undercurrent throughout the society. 

Subaltern history will help to lay bare previously covered histories, previously ignored events, 
previously purposeful hidden secrets of the past. 

Ranaut Guha's Approach 

• According to Guha, the subaltern historiography focuses on the peasants and tribal 
movements during colonial period in India as it has been overlooked by the dominant 
mainstream elitist historiography. Such historiography emphasises the role of the individual 
leaders or Of organisations and institutions as the major force during the freedom struggle. 

• Subaltern studies analyse the "binary relationship" of the subaltern and ruling classes, and 
thus study the interplay of dominance and subordination in colonial systems, most notably 
India. 

• Guha in his article entitled "Some Aspects of the Historiography of Colonial India," argues 
that the historiography of the Indian nationalism was dominated by these elitists who were 
the colonial and bourgeois nationalists. This type of historical writing gives the impression 
that the Indian nation and the consciousness of nationalism was an achievement of only the 
elites. 

• On the other hand, the elitist perspective of history writing portrays their articulation and 
uprising as the law and order problem. The one-sided perspective considers Indian 
nationalism as the response of the charisma of certain elite leaders. 

Criticism 

• Dipesh Chakrabarty ("postcoloniality and the artifice of history" in representation) suggest 
that it is really impossible to fully break from the western narrative. 

• Indian sociologist Vivek Chibber has criticised the premise of Subaltern Studies for its 
obfuscation of class struggle and class formation in its analysis, and accused it Of excising 
class exploitation from the story Of the oppression of the subaltern. 

• Feminist scholar Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak cautioned against an over-broad application of 
the term the subaltern. "subaltern is not just a classy word for "oppressed" , for [thel Other, 
for somebody who's not getting a piece Of the pie.... In post-colonial terms, everything that 
has limited or no access to the cultural imperialism is subaltern — a space of difference.  
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Now, who would say that's just the oppressed? The working class is oppressed. It's not 
subaltern" 

Conclusion 

Inspired by Gramsci and by her political-pedagogical activity with Adivasi tribes, Spivak asks not 
only whether and how subalterns can be represented by intellectuals, but also what the intellectuals 
can learn from them. 'Learning to learn from below' thus represents a central strategy in Spivak's 
later approach to subalternity, which opens up space for the 'subaltern contamination' of hegemonic 
discourses. 
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Question 4.  

(a) Define patriarchy. Does it have bearings on women’s entitlement in the 
Indian family system? Explain. (20 Marks) 

Patriarchy is defined by Sylvia Walby in her ‘Theorizing Patriarchy, 1990’ as ‘a system of social 
structures and practices in which men dominate and oppress women’. 

According to her, patriarchy operates through multiple structures like – production relations in the 
household where women is subjected to unpaid labor, discriminatory allocation of occupations in 
labor market, capture of political power by patriarchs, male violence which is often patterned and 
systematic, patriarchal relations in sexuality which are manifested in sexual double standards for 
males and females, patriarchal cultural institutions like education, media and so on. 

In the context of the Indian family system, patriarchy has historically played a significant role. 
Traditional gender roles often prescribe specific expectations for men and women within the family. 
Men are typically assigned roles as breadwinners and decision-makers, while women are expected 
to fulfill domestic responsibilities and prioritize family duties. 

This patriarchal structure can impact women's entitlement in the Indian family system in several 
ways 

The male control over the sexuality of women is considered to be a manifestation of patriarchy. This 
control is exercised by the male within the structure of marriage, family and kinship. Especially in 
the patrilineal societies like ours in India the institutions of marriage, family and kinship becomes a 
site for reproducing the patriarchal structures. In a marital alliance a virgin bride is always desirable. 
Pre-marital sex is seen in terms of moral pollution which is more severe for the women than for the 
men. It is considered that through the sexual intercourse a woman gets internally polluted whereas 
a male only gets external pollution. 

Limited Decision-Making Power: In patriarchal family structures, men often have more decision-
making power regarding significant family matters, such as finances, education, and healthcare. 
Women may have limited influence in such decisions. Blood and Hamblin have also commented 
that though the economic stature have improved but the decision making is still male centred. 

Social Expectations: Societal expectations rooted in patriarchy can influence the roles and behaviors 
expected of women within the family. Traditional norms may pressure women to prioritize family 
duties over personal and professional aspirations. 

According to Uma Chakravorty, Brahminical traditions glorify obedient women as ‘Pativrata’ and 
hence put a veil on gender discrimination. Patriarchy legitimizes motherhood as primary role of 
women. In Indian society, patriarchy as a social institution gives rise to other social values such as 
male child preference, sexual purity, monogamy, fasting by women and abstinence of women from 
public discourse. 

Inheritance and Property Rights: In some cases, patriarchal norms can impact women's entitlement 
to inheritance and property rights. Sons may be favored over daughters in matters of inheritance, 
reinforcing gender-based disparities. 

Violence and Discrimination: Patriarchy can contribute to gender-based violence and discrimination 
within the family. Issues like domestic violence and dowry-related abuse may be perpetuated by 
patriarchal attitudes. 
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Sexual division of labor giving more preference to male jobs- Parson has divide the role as 
Instrumental and Expressive roles.In most families, women do all work inside the home such as 
cooking, cleaning, washing clothes, tailoring, looking after children, etc., and men do all the work 
outside the home. It is not that men cannot do housework; they simply think that it is for women to 
attend to these things. 

Entitlements over food: Bina Majumdar studied status of a woman on the basis of entitlement over 
food. Her findings show the influence of patriarchal values still prevalent in matters of food in the 
family. Malinowski in his study found that- food meant for god is prepared by unmarried girls and 
food for domestic consumption is prepared by married women. Women in traditional Indian society 
generally eat after the meal of make members. Also their food is of inferior quality some times. 

Entitlement over women’s own self: Tulsi Patel in study of Rajsthan concluded that a woman 
becomes mother-in-law by the age of 35. This is because of child marriage. This shows that women 
do not have entitlement over the children she is going to produce. 

Entitlement over sexuality: Women’s sexuality is greatly controlled and men’s sexuality is free, in a 
patriarchal society.Women’s sexuality is subjected to patriarchal construct Men make culture and 
dominate private sphere of women. Men and women are bom equal but it is the society and culture 
which makes the status unequal. 

Efforts have been made to challenge and change these dynamics, with increasing awareness about 
gender equality and women's rights. Legal reforms, educational initiatives, and advocacy for 
women's empowerment have been instrumental in addressing some of these issues. However, 
patriarchal norms and practices can persist, and progress towards gender equality is an ongoing 
process. 
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 (b) How do you understand the ‘minority’ question? Examine the violence 
and discrimination against the religious minorities in India. (20 Marks) 

In the International Encyclopaedia of the Social Science, Arnold Rose has defined minority without 
any quantitative connotations. He defines it as ‘a group of people differentiated from others in the 
same society by race, nationality, religion or language, who think of themselves as differentiated 
group and are thought of by others as a differentiated group with negative connotations.  

Further, they are relatively lacking in power and hence are subjected to certain exclusions, 
discrimination and other differential treatments.’  

Jagnath Pathy (1988) has also listed out the defining properties of minority group. He says, 
discrimination, prejudice and exclusion by the dominant group and self segregation by the 
subordinate or minority constitute the basis for minority identification. 

Minority question refers to the unequal participation and exclusion of the minority groups in the 
socio-economic structures. 

The violence and discrimination against the religious minorities in India 

Religious minorities have long been the target of a range of different forms of persecution, such as 
hate crimes, threats, attacks on places of worship, and forced conversion. 

In spite of the provisions of the constitutional equality, religious minorities in India often experience 
some problems among which the following may be noted- 

Prejudice and Discrimination: Prejudice and discrimination are found in any situation of hostility 
between racial and ethnic groups and divergent religious communities. 

Prejudice refers to a ‘prejudged’ attitude towards members of another group. These groups are 
regarded with hostility simply because they belong to a particular group, and they are assumed to 
have the undesirable qualities that are supposed to be characteristic of the group as a whole. 

Discrimination, on the other hand refers to an action against other people on the grounds of their 
group membership. It involves the refusal to grant members of another group the opportunities that 
would be granted to similarly qualified members of one’s group. 

As far as prejudices are concerned prejudices and stereotyped thinking are common features of a 
complex society. India is not an exception to this. Commonly used statements such as “Hindus are 
cowards and Muslims are rowdies and Christians are converters”, etc., reflect the prevalent religious 
prejudices. 
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 (c) What do you understand by LGBTQ? Comment on the issues concerning 
their marriage rights. (10 Marks)  

LGBTQ is an acronym for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer that asserts the freedom 
and rights of the individuals to practice their sexual orientations and being. The struggles of LGBTQ 
community are a long standing one as it challenges the largely practiced normativity of heterosexual 
family arrangement.  

• Functionalist perspective has argued for the regulation of sexual relations for the 
maintenance of family which is an important institution of society. Talcott Parsons explains 
the role of family to regulate the sexual relations in the confines of marriage between the 
heterosexual couples ensuring procreation and socialisation of the new born.  

• The idea of sexual essentialism as pointed out by Gayle Rubin in 1984, is reflected in the 
various domains of life like Psychiatry, medicine etc that worked to keep the sexuality in the 
binary of male and female perpetuating the normativity of the heterosexual relations.  

• Conflict perspective problematizes this view through the lens of power relations in 
establishing the world view of heterosexual relations as valid and others as not.  

• Queer Theories as part of the critical theories have highlighted the need and importance to 
discuss and challenge the strictly practiced heteronormativity that rejects and oppresses 
many.  

• Theorists like Judith Butler in her famous work, “Gender Trouble” critically argues against 
Sexual Essentialism and points out the need to look beyond the socially constructed sexual 
binary of male and female and accepting it as fluid and flexible.  

History of LGBTQ in India 

• Devdutt Patnaik in his work ‘Shikhandi and other queer tales they don’t tell you’, argues that the 
concept of queerness is not a modern concept, it has existed since always.   

• The existence of medieval sculptures of Khajuraho depicts the existence of same sex 
relationships in Indian society since 950 A.D and 1050A.D. The same is true in the depiction 
of a Kamasutra. 

LGBTQ in modern times 

• The Indian society has seen the prejudiced and stereotypical portrayal of individuals who are 
not heterosexual as misfits and problematic that needs to be rejected and corrected.  

• The media portrayal of LGBTQ is either a mocked character of Bobby darling etc. The image 
of LGBTQ has been one of being “sinful” regulating the normativity and validity of the 
heterosexual relations. As a result, the LGBTQ face everyday violence and hate-crimes, social 
discrimination and isolation. 

In the Indian context, Sudhir Kakkar argues that marriage (heterosexual) is both a compulsion as 
well as a duty.  Beteille adds that Indian marriages strictly prohibit experimentation in one’s choice 
of partners keeping it endogamous for the maintenance of the boundaries of one’s social caste and 
status. The sanctity of heterosexual relations rejects the same sex relations as sinful.  

Supreme Court in Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union of India (2018) case decriminalised 
homosexuality by striking off parts of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) which were held 
violative of Fundamental Rights of LGBTQ Community  
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However, the battle for LGBTQ rights is not over, as there is no proper policy for the rights of 
LGBTQ community. Apart from policy gap other issues are -   

• family where there is a lack of acknowledgement and acceptance of existence of Queer, and 
still sees it as a taboo that is responded by violence and is understood as needs to be fixed 
through the means of medical help. Though Supreme Court’s judgement ensures freedom to 
choose one’s partner, it doesn’t extend it to the right to marry same sex partner, limiting the 
idea of marriage as still a domain of heterosexual relationships. This creates issues in being 
able to adopt a child and make a family.  

• Work place Socio economic inequalities and discrimination prevail in the access to the 
employment sector. The transgender individuals are still kept limited to the acts of begging 
with very few reaching the professional sphere. 

• India has its Transgender doctor in Kerala and a transgender judge in West Bengal Lok 
Adalat. Recently a gay person was appointed as judge of Delhi high court. 

• Issues of Discrimination The stereotypical image leads to everyday public lynching for one’s 
dressing style, body language, etc where the state still needs to have special acts to protect its 
citizens as an extension to Article 14 and 21 that protects individual human rights.  

Need of the hour  

Even after the Supreme Court upholds one’s sexuality, the practice of it is still a distant dream to 
challenge the existing prejudices and ensuring a dignified existence.  

• The LGTBQ community need an anti-discrimination law that allows them to develop 
productive lives and relationships regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation and 
places the onus of change on the state and society rather than the person.  

• Government agencies, particularly those involved in health and law and order, must be made 
aware of the need to guarantee that the LGBTQ population is not refused public services or 
mistreated because of their sexual orientation. 
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Section B 

Question 5. Write short answers to the following questions in about 150 words each, with a 

sociological perspective: 

(a) Comment on the critical issues of commercialization of higher education 
in India. (10 Marks) 

Answer:  

• Commercialization of education means advertising the product (schools, playschools, 
universities) in a way that appeals to the consumer (student and parent).  

• The commercialization in education sector of India has put a price tag on learning and 
knowledge and it also deterred the role of knowledge in education. It resulted in a scenario 
in which all the genres of the society are so obsessed with education that it has lost the real 
essence of education. 

• Undoubtedly, it affects million families. As a result, it also changes the traditional concepts 
of education in Indian society including the student teacher relationship, education and 
attitude towards gaining knowledge. Education was something that was always driven by 
thought in the former days. Meaning of commercialization of education:  

• Generally, commercialization is a process by which a new product or service is introduced 
into the general market. Commercialization of education is trend of decreasing emphasis on 
the humanities and increasing attention to the demand of the students. 

Education and social change- 

• Functionalists like Durkheim and Talcott Parsons established a positive relationship 
between education and social change. While Durkheim argued that education prepared 
students for taking up a future role in capitalist society, Parsons advocated that schools in 
capitalist America offer adequate training to the children to get into the job market. 

• Education also reinforces inequalities and conservatism. Pierre Bourdieu, in his theory 
of social and cultural reproduction asserts that education preaches equality but practices the 
reinforcement of hierarchy and inequality. The children belonging to an upper class 
having control over economic, cultural and social capital enter into high profitable 
occupations and this success is legitimized by the school. 

• Andre Beteille in his article advocates that how it is not the principle of equality or economic 
interest or search for mobility that put people into schools rather entry into school and 
success into school is greatly defined by family, kinship, religion or other cultural variables 

Critical analysis-  

Positives 

1. Employment opportunity: Commercialization of education provides employment 
opportunity. It provides job opportunity as well as hundred percent job guarantees to the 
students. Many private institutions offer various job oriented courses, various degrees, 
diplomas, certificate course etc. This helps in ensuring social mobility in the society. 

2. Caste being converted to class as anyone with money can get education and it does not 
depend on the ritual hierarchy of people. 
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3. To Face the Global Challenges: Commercialization of education helps to face the global 
challenges of the world. The global challenges are as modernization, industrialization, 
privatization, globalization, information and communication Technology, Emergence of 
International knowledge Network, Role of English language. 

4. Personality development: commercialization of education helps in the personality 
development of the students. The commercialization of education provides formal education 
to students. For the personality development of the students, they provide moral education 
which included the development commercialization skill, soft skill, how to maintain their 
physical health, to how face interview, how to with entrance examination how to adjust with 
the society etc. In the school syllabus the subject of moral science is included. This is helpful 
for the students in the entire life. 

5. Social development: Commercialization of education give emphasis on the social 
development. In the private institution the students were provide the social education how 
to adjust with the society, knowledge of the various culture, knowledge about social 
interaction, provide knowledge to the students to preserve their culture, knowledge of the 
norms, social customs etc. So, the commercialization’s in education provide appropriate 
opportunity to the students to establish a relationship with the culture traditions, norms etc. 
of the society. 

6. Through the education it is helpful for the child to develop the innate social qualities 
including socialization, social interaction, participate in the programs of school etc. So, 
commercialization of education helps in the social development and it also provides 
education according to needs of the society. 

7. Development of professional efficiency of teachers: Commercialization of education helps 
give attention on the development of professional efficiency of teachers. In the private 
institutions they appointed highly qualified teachers, smart teachers, and also provide proper 
training to the teachers for their professional development. So that the students of different 
parts came to the institution to education. The institution provide opportunity to develop to 
their professional efficiency through seminars, workshop, study circle, conference etc. 

Negatives 

1. Unable to maintain the principle of quality: Commercialization of education is unable to 
maintain the principle of equality. In the society there are three types of people were lived – 
upper class people, middle class people and lower people. For the impact of 
commercialization of education system, the poor people as well as the weaker section of the 
society not be able to get education due to high rate of fees in admitting the 

2. students. Only the rich people will be able to take education because they have the capacity 
to spend high amount of money. There are various constitutional provisions such as article 
46, but the commercialization of education not followed such type of provisions, because they 
always give emphasis on profit. One who pays money will get better education. 

3. Materialistic outlook: Commercialization of education develops the materialistic outlook 
among the students. The students have the attitude that to take proper education and to get 
a good job. They pay money and take education. The student only thinks of himself and not 
for the development of his region, society and for the nation. They want to spend a luxuries 
life. The commercialization of education makes the student self – centered. The students have 
the high expectation for the benefit of him.  
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This type of education not help the student to develop the democratize attitude towards the 
people, towards the society and the nations. The students only busy with him and forget the 
duties of the citizenship and it produces a narrow outlook or narrow attitude among the 
students. 

4. Mechanical Process: Commercialization’s of education make the education process as 
mechanical. It not follows the psychological principle. The children have given over burden 
curriculum. The teachers were engaged at all levels, they take all class, including remedial 
class, tutorial class, group discussions, seminars etc. Which decreased the attention, 
motivation of the students towards learning? Very much repetition is there so that the 
teaching learning process becomes a mechanical one. This institution wants to make the 
student good in all subjects’ areas in a short period of time, because they get a huge amount 
of money from the students for their development. So that they to maintain their standards. 
The teachers as well as the students were affected from this mechanical process. 

There is a need of value-based education which though is not very productive for job market which 
is a reason for its commercialization but will surely work towards in reducing social tensions, child 
delinquency etc. 

The education also plays a major role in strengthening the social bonds. The commercially oriented 
institutions are proliferating by risking the objective of quality education for all as education is no 
longer considered as public service but as a commodity. To curb this menace of commercialization 
the regulating authorities have to come up with the measures so that there is a significant 
mobilization of public resources for education and to refrain from taking any measures for 
encouraging privatization of education. 
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(b) Discuss the challenges in Implementing the Rural Development 
Programmes in India. (10 Marks) 

According to UN, rural development is a process which leads to a continuous rise in the capacity of 
the rural people to control their environment accompanied by a wider distribution of benefits 
resulting from such control. The rural development programme was one of the topmost priorities 
of government after independence as more than 90 percent of Indian population was living in rural 
areas and India as an economy was agriculture dependent. The significance of rural development 
extends to ensuring food security for our vast population and realizing the vision of socio-economic 
equality enshrined in our constitution. 

Challenges in implementing the Rural Development Programmes: 

1. Unequal distribution of benefits: Influential people in the rural areas dominate the poors. 
They also influence that the benefits provided by the government should benefit them only. 

2. Huge illiteracy in rural area: Due to illiteracy in rural India, it was difficult to implement the 
development programems and make people aware about different schemes and how to take 
their benefit. It required teaching methods like Demonstrations, individual and group 
approaches, Training classes require large number of extension workers. 

3. Existence of rigid caste hierarchy: Caste hierarchy in rural India is very strong. And it 
hinders the inclusion of lower caste in the mainstream society. The problems of the people 
belonging to lower caste need to be solved so as to bring them into the mainstream. Special 
provisions are made in the constitution of India to uplift them to higher position. 

4. Land Fragmentation: Land holdings in rural India are often fragmented, leading to small and 
economically unviable agricultural plots. As per National Sample Survey (2002-03), the 
average land holding in India was 1.06 ha only and marginal holdings (of size 1 hectare or 
less) in 2002-03 constituted 70% of all operational holdings. This fragmentation makes it 
challenging to introduce modern and efficient farming techniques, affecting agricultural 
productivity. 

5. Social and Gender Disparities: There are deep-seated social and gender disparities in rural 
India. Ensuring equitable participation and benefits for women and marginalized groups is 
a constant challenge. Empowering these groups is crucial for the success of any rural 
development program. 

6. Lack of community participation: There was a requirement to follow bottom-up approach 
and empower people to participate in the rural development programmes. The government 
launched Community development programme to cater this problem but it was also not 
much successful. 

7. Poverty: Poverty is considered as a major barrier in the development process. India lacked 
the amount of resources required to alleviate the poverty prevalent in rural areas. Poverty 
generates a vicious cycle of continued poverty and unemployment due to lack of education 
and skills, which is difficult to break.  

8. Lack of identification of beneficiaries: The government lacked data on recognizing the real 
beneficiaries which led to leakages and over expenditure in implementing schemes. 

Despite the advancements in modern science and technology and a lot of government effort through 
different schemes for rural development, a considerable portion of the rural population continues 
to lack sufficient nutrition, quality education, effective communication, and social justice. 
Consequently, the importance of rural development is increasing in both developed and developing 
nations. 
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 (c) Elaborate urbanism as a way of life in India. (10 Marks) 

Answer: -  

Urbanism has been defined by various scholars as patterns of culture and social interaction resulting 
from the concentration of large populations into relatively small areas. It reflects an organization of 
society in terms of a complex division of labour, high levels of technology, high mobility, 
interdependence of its members in fulfilling economic functions and impersonality in social 
relations (Theodorson, 1969).   

Urban areas are categorized by the administrative machinery in terms of population, density and 
economy. In sociology we are concern about the societal aspect of urban society, which is possible 
through theoretical approach like Louis Wirth’s theory of ‘Urbanism as a Way of Life’.  

Urbanism as way of life, Louis Wirth believes, may be empirically approached from three 
interrelated perspectives:   

• as a physical structure with a population base, technology and ecological order; • as a system 
of social organization with a structure and series of institutions (secondary contacts, 
weakening of kinship ties etc.);   

• as a set of attitudes, ideas and constellation of personalities (increased personal 
disorganization, suicide, crime, delinquency and corruption).  

Urbanism in India  

Researchers and several agencies such as UNDP have projected that the developing nations will 
urbanize faster than the developed world in twenty-first century.  

More recent theorist such as David Harvey and Manuell Castell’s have stressed that urbanism is not 
an autonomous process, but is part of a larger political and economic processes and changes.  In 
modern urbanism, Harvey points out space is continually restructured. The process is determined 
by large firms, who decide where they should open their businesses, factories etc and by policies, 
controls and initiatives asserted by governments which can change the landscape of a city.  

Concentration of large-scale and small scale industrial and commercial, financial and administrative 
set up in the cities; technological development in transport and communication, cultural and 
recreational activities.  

India’s big opportunities in the urban sector directly emerge from its strong foundation of world-
class information technology and digital companies. India’s robust manufacturing infrastructure, 
moreover, is poised to expand its capacity through targeted government programmes focusing on 
industrial corridors and clusters, as well as increasing investments from global companies and 
foreign governments.  

The concept of smart cities is the new urban phenomenon.  

It is generally held that caste is a rural phenomenon whereas class is urban and that with 
urbanization, caste transforms itself into class. But it is necessary to note that the caste system exists 
in cities as much as it does in villages although there are significant organisational differences.  

Neighbourhood interaction in urban settlements is marked by a high degree of informality and caste 
and kinship are major basis of such participation. Lynch’s (1967) study of an untouchable caste, 
Jatavs, in Agra showed that Jatavs had well-knit mohalla (ward) organization which resembled a 
village community in many respects. 
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Doshi’s (1968) study of two caste wards in the city of Ahmedabad also refers to the traditional 
community organization.  

The status of urban women, because of being comparatively educated and liberal, is higher than 
that of rural women. However, in the labour market, women are still in a disadvantaged situation. 
D’Souza (1963) reveals the psychological, household and social problems to which they are 
exposed.  

M.S.A. Rao (1970), analysis urabinasation and urbanism keeping in mind the larger social structures 
of Indian society. For him, urbanism is a heterogeneous process and hence there can be many forms 
of urbanisms giving rise to many types of urbanization. Rao states that the dichotomy between cities 
and villages is incorrect as both have the same structural features of caste and kinship and are parts 
of the same civilization.  

Urbanization has a long analytical history as the primary lens through which we view and 
understand the physical growth of cities and the material processes associated with that growth, 
while urbanism captures a distinction between the social, economic, and political life of cities and 
that of their rural hinterlands. 
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(d) Comment on the changing democratic profile of India. (10 Marks) 

Structure 

• Introduction  

• Democracy 

• Changing trends  

• Challenges  

• Conclusion 

Introduction 

India is the world’s largest democracy by population. The process is falling short with participation 
of the general public after the completion of the electoral process being negligible and restricted to 
the elite few. 

The poorer sections of the society are deprived of a voice and do not take part in the governance 
process till the next democratic elections. In other words, the democratic success of the nation is not 
shared by all. 

Ever since the first elections held in 1952, there is no doubt that there has been multi-fold increase 
in the level of political awareness in the country as a whole. This is a positive move forward in a 
nation where a large part of the population is still uneducated and lives a hand-to-mouth existence. 

In the Indian practice of democracy, value-based politics, the mainstay for the well-being of any 
nation, has often been squandered and seems to be sacrificed at the altar of power worship. 

Democracy 

The notion of democracy is built on premise that all citizens of a state are equal and that the nation 
offers an opportunity to all members of the society to participate in the process of self-governance.  

Democracy considered by most to be the best way to govern a nation, succeeds only when a full 
cross section of society takes part in the process in equal measure. 

This, in turn should lead to the common person’s participation in the political process of the nation 
as a normal pattern. 

Bryce believes that “Democracy really means nothing more or less than the rule of the whole people, 
expressing their Sovereign will by their votes.” 

MacIver observes, “Democracy is not a way of governing, whether by majority or otherwise, but 
primarily a way of determining, who shall govern, and broadly to what ends.” 

Changing Trends 

• Indian politics primarily based on the influence of a pluralistic society with many minorities 
in terms of religion, caste, and language. The prevailing multi-party system also is often 
imagined as having emerged as an anti-dote to the seemingly all-encompassing Congress 
Party. 

• The politics of coalitions, brought on regional parties making in-roads into national politics 
through the election of their representatives into the Central parliament. 

• Voters are starting to distinguish and discriminate between State challenges and Central 
Government issues. 
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• Electorate is becoming progressively younger, better educated and politically more aware. 

• National security imperatives have become priorities with the demographic changes. 

Indian democracy is in a constant process of developing discontinuities in its political system.  

Therefore, the evolving trends in democratic development, the electoral process and the political 
system cannot be predicted based on the analysis of one election. 

Challenges  

• Illiteracy: The level of education of citizens is a key to both the successful functioning of 
democracy and socio-economic development of the country. And perhaps, more 
importantly, it is an essential condition for human dignity. 

• Although according to 2011 Census, the literacy rate has risen to 74.04 per cent, the female 
literacy rate is still lagging at 65.46 per cent. This means that over one-fourth of the country’s 
population is still illiterate while among women nearly one out of three is not literate. 

• Poverty: It is generally said that for a hungry person, right to vote does not have any meaning. 
For him/her the first requirement is food. Therefore, poverty is considered as the greatest 
bane of democracy. It is, in fact, one of the root causes of all kinds of deprivations and 
inequalities. It is the state of denial of opportunities to people to lead a healthy and fulfilling 
life. In fact, the process of economic development has not been able to ensure social justice 
and gap between rich and poor has not been bridged. Because of all this, poverty continues 
to remain a great challenge to Indian democracy. 

• Gender Discrimination: Discrimination against girls and women exists in every walk of life. 
Though gender discrimination has many faces, such as lack of female candidates, another 
one is skewed gender ratio as it decreases the number of female electors. As can also be seen 
in gender ratio, the sex ratio was 972 females per 1000 males in 1901. It came down to 927 
females per 1000 males in 1991. According to 2011 Census it is 940 females per 1000 males 
which still is very unfavourable to females. 

• Casteism, Communalism: They weaken the functioning and stability of democratic system. 
Casteism has also been contributing towards continuation of socio-economic inequalities - 
Religious Fundamentalism: Religious fundamentalism also reinforces communalists in 
exploiting both religion and politics. In fact, fundamentalism acts as an ideology which 
advocates a return to orthodoxy and a strict compliance to the fundamental tenets of religion. 

Conclusion  

• India needs to establish an egalitarian democracy. 

• This can only be achieved if the socio-economic challenges to the nation can be addressed 

and ameliorated—a tall order in a diverse nation that finds it challenging as yet subscribe to 
the notion of a national identity. 

• The journey is bound to be long and hard. While there is light at the end of the tunnel, there 
is no accepted goal towards which the nation needs to travel as and when the darkness of 
the tunnel gives way to light and sunshine. 

• India continues to be its own adversary in moving forward. 

 

https://t.me/SleepySociology


  
T.me/SleepySociology

 

  97 

Access all our courses: - sleepyclasses.com/sociology-for-upsc/ 

(e) Elucidate the concerns of growing urban displacement dynamics in 
India. 10 Marks 

Displacement  

Situations where people are forced to leave their homes owing to sudden shocks or stresses, 
including armed conflict, civil unrest or natural or man-made disasters. Displacement can take place 
either within or across national borders.  

India has seen more displacement after 1991, as cities started providing more opportunities because 
of the new infrastructure thanks to the opening of the economy.  

Urban systems play a role in generating displacement in a number of ways. 

 REASONS  

• Poorly or unplanned urban growth and substandard construction in hazard-prone areas 
increase disaster displacement risk. New displacement takes place regularly in densely 
populated informal settlements on floodplains, steep hillsides and coastlines exposed to 
cyclones in cities such as Lagos, Mumbai and Rio de Janeiro. Climate change and the 
mismanagement of natural resources threaten to cause the collapse of entire urban system 
and its mass displacement.  

• The absence of clear-cut policy and national legal instruments and institutions to deal with 
both pre- and post-displacement situations. Unless the Indian government seriously 
considers various measures to deal with the causes, displacement may increase and become 
even more complex. 

• Armed conflicts fuelled by big power rivalry 

• Displacement has also arisen from caste disputes (as in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh), religious 
fundamentalism and aggressive denial of residency and employment rights to non-
indigenous groups by supporters of the ‘son-of-the soil policy’ (as in Meghalaya by the Khasi 
students and in Arunachal Pradesh against the Chakmas).  

• Conflict and violence in cities may trigger mass displacement both within and from them, 
and the damage and destruction wrought may create long-term barriers to return and other 
durable solutions 

• Gentrification- The term “gentrification” often arises in conversations about urban inequality 
and the increased cost of rental housing. Sociologist Ruth Glass coined the term in 1964, 
defining it as a process by which a neighbourhood’s “original working-class occupiers are 
displaced” by influx of higher-income newcomers. More broadly, gentrification refers to a 
process of neighbourhood change involving the migration of wealthier residents into poorer 
neighbourhoods and increased economic investment. 

Concerns 

In the process, land occupied by the poor in informal settlements and along the sides of roads, canals 
and railways has become highly vulnerable to repossession by public authorities for real estate 
development and infrastructure projects. 

• Land occupied by the poor in informal settlements and along the sides of roads, canals and 
railways has been highly vulnerable to repossession by public authorities for the purpose of 
real estate development and infrastructure projects. 
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• Displacement to make way for development projects is often justified as being in the public 
interest, but it often lacks the prospect of durable solutions for those affected  

• Adopting a human rights approach to make visible the challenges of displacement, evictions 
and resettlement associated with developments projects is useful, but it does not easily 
translate into practical action. Situating it within national and international sustainable 
development frameworks would help identifying steps towards reducing displacement risk 
and impacts by applying more inclusive approaches that respect people’s rights and promote 
sustainable solutions 

• Regular monitoring is not possible in such a huge country like India, which lacks a central 
authority responsible for coordinating data from central and state governments. The nature, 
frequency and extent of the causes of internal displacement in India are so varying that it 
would be a herculean task to monitor and record them.  

• Meanwhile, large-scale, sudden population movements, prompted by both rapid-onset 
‘natural’ disasters such as floods and ‘man-made’ disasters like conflict are on the rise, seeing 
increasing numbers of displaced people moving into urban areas (UNHCR, 2016). This 
represents a significant stress factor, in particular for towns and cities with already weak 
formal institutions that face difficulties in delivering adequate basic services to growing 
populations. 

• Many displaced people in urban areas place pressure on the already strained resources in 
their host communities. 

However, their arrival can also stimulate economic growth by contributing labour and consumers 
to the market. Their presence can be turned into a positive influence for the community only if an 
effort is made in that direction. 

• Urban areas face a range of shocks (acute, intensive, sudden events) and stresses (extensive, 
chronic or cyclical challenges), which can affect economic prosperity, competitiveness, 
livelihoods and well-being. In some circumstances, a rapid influx of people can become a 
stressor in itself, imparting pressures on a city and its services (including food, transport, 
water, housing, education, health and emergency services). 

• Forced and prolonged displacement in particular can result in problems of malnutrition, 
inadequate hygiene and sanitation, and lack of shelter; and migrants may already be ill or 
more vulnerable to illness on arrival in cities (Deola and Patel, 2014).  

• With high levels of poverty and limited awareness of health risks, aggravates the risk of 
infectious diseases (like HIV/AIDS, cholera and malaria) of all dwellers (Vearey, 2011; Deola 
and Patel, 2014). It also increases the risk to non-communicable diseases (e.g. cancer, diabetes, 
asthma, hypertension) and injuries (e.g. resulting from dangerous road traffic or exposure to 
hazardous sites) (WHO and UNHabitat, 2010). 

• Conflict, disasters and resulting displacement also affect the mental well-being of migrants. 

• Marked health problems will likely reduce the capacity of new arrivals to integrate, learn 
new skills and become self-reliant. 

• Displaced populations are often affected by urban violence. The risk of violence is associated 
with family separation, overcrowded living spaces, poor social cohesion, unsafe shelter, 
gender-based discrimination, limited rights and protection services, among other factors. 

• Displacement associated with disasters has only recently been acknowledged in national 
policies and international frameworks. 

https://t.me/SleepySociology


  
T.me/SleepySociology

 

  99 

Access all our courses: - sleepyclasses.com/sociology-for-upsc/ 

• The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction is important in this sense, because it 
mentions disaster displacement and its risks among the main global challenges to address in 
ensuring communities and countries are resilient. 

Conclusion  

• Urban displacement is clearly a global phenomenon but one with localised effects. It is 
accordingly a matter of growing concern for city authorities and central governments as well 
as humanitarian and development organisations. 

• The complexity of urban displacement dynamics means that efforts to better understand and 
address the phenomenon require a range of approaches to data collection, research and 
analysis. 

• Engagement across a range of disciplines, including urban planners, humanitarians, 
sociologists, economists and development and other sector specialists is also needed. 
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Question 6.  

(a) Examine the importance of Development Planning in Indian Mixed 
Economy, and analyze its problems and prospects. 20 Marks 

The first Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was inclined towards Socialist model for the 
development of India. India has earlier faced the exploitations of capitalist model and thus chose to 
implement planned development on the basis of Five Year plans by Planning Commission. India 
chose a mixed economic model to balance the benefits of both socialist and capitalist model. Thus a 
development planning was required to make the goals of state in line with the aspirations of people 
and their need. 

Importance of development planning in Indian mixed economy: 

1. Balanced approach: Private sector was not capable of investing in capital industries at that 
time and making the essential consumer goods as they required high investment and long 
gestation period. So this role was played by the state by establishing capital goods industries 
to act as basis for development of other industries. State sector can take risks because it can 
give preference to social gains over financial profit.  

2. 2.Equitable distribution of resources: In the economic sphere, the state has to direct its policy 
in order to secure a better distribution of ownership and control of material resources of the 
community and to prevent exploitation of labour and concentration of wealth in the hands 
of a few. It would be impossible for the state to attain these goals implied in the Directive 
Principles unless the state itself enters the fields of production and distribution. 

3. Social justice and equity: A key goal of developmental planning in India has been the 
advancement of social justice and equity. This entails confronting the deeply rooted social 
hierarchies and disparities prevalent in Indian society, especially those rooted in caste, class, 
and gender. Developmental planning aims to provide opportunities for marginalized 
segments through affirmative action measures like reservations in education and 
employment, along with specific welfare initiatives designed to uplift the impoverished and 
disadvantaged. 

4. Balanced Regional Development: Planning allows for the promotion of balanced regional 
development by directing investments and infrastructure development to less developed 
areas. This helps in reducing regional disparities. 

Problems of development planning: 

1. Unrealistic targets: Plan targets have been unrealistically high. The implementation 
machinery has been weak and inadequate. India has met the target for agriculture in 1st five 
year plan but industrial development targets were missed even after implementation of 
Nehru-Mahalanobis model. 

2. Increased dependency on public sector: Public sector emerged as giant industries with low 
accountability and responsibility to perform well. Due to lack of competition they grew 
inefficient and corruption increased. Sharat Bhowmick has recognized the employees of PSUs 
as ‘Government employees’ rather ‘Industrial Workers’.  

3. 3.Non-inclusive: Committee on Distribution of income and levels of living, chaired by PC 
Mahalanobis reported that the planned economy has favoured only the big companiesand 
small enterprises were marginalized. 
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4. Lack of focus on social development: The planned economy mostly focused on increasing 
production and GDP while it ignored the social sector like education, health which resulted 
in poor human capital development. 

5. No focus on environmental sustainability: The Gandhian sociologist Mira Ben criticized 
Planned economy for neglecting the environmental issues and sustainability. 

6. Bureaucratic Red Tape: Planned economy was also victim of iron cage of bureaucracy as 
suggested by the Max Weber which hindered the development and affected efficiency of 
implementation of pragrammes. 

Pospects of planned economic development: 

1.Reduced inequalities: Mixed economy assumed a redistributive role and minimizing inequality in 
the society which was manifested in the form of land reforms, nationalizations of banks etc. 

2.Capacity Building: It strengthened the institutional capacity for planning and implementation at 
various levels of governance can address issues related to bureaucratic inefficiencies. 

3.It promoted decentralization of power through promotion of local governance. Such distribution 
of power to local level could lead to better planning and effective implementation of plans. 

4.Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): India’s developmental planning was aligned with global 
priorities through SDGs. It ensured a holistic approach that considers economic, social, and 
environmental aspects. 

Though there have been many shortcomings in development planning but still it achieved great 
success in fields of reducing illiteracy, developing base for industrialization, food security. Buth 
there is requirement to increase participation of community in the planning and make it more 
inclusive od all sections for a holistic developmental approach. 
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(b) Highlight the main features of the ‘Inter-linking of Rivers’ project in 
India. What could be its probable advantages to Indian agriculture? 20 
Marks 

Answer:  

Interlinking of River program is a proposed large scale civil engineering project that aims to link 
Indian rivers by a network of canals and reservoirs which will reduce persistent floods in some parts 
of India and water shortages in other parts thus solving the twin problem of flood and drought 
simultaneously.  It involves transfer of water from surplus river basins to deficit ones. 

According to structural functionalists- The project will contribute to maintenance of social 
equilibrium. This is because agriculture may become more remunerative and other employment 
opportunities may also rise, thus preventing any protests or a revolution. 

Conflict – it will only perpetuate false class consciousness. All the benefits will be garnered by the 
influential land-owning class and the urban bourgeoisie. Also, it takes away the attention from the 
other structural issues like declining soil fertility, over-use of fertilizers and pesticides, poor skill 
training opportunities, lack of access to capital. 

The impact on Indian agriculture will be-  

1. Land tenure system- can lead to a rise in capitalistic farming and bullock cart capitalists 
(Rudolph and Rudolph), as land hitherto unutilized due to lack of water, can also be brought 
under cultivation. So earlier land which was under feudalistic domination will become 
commercialized. In short it will lead to capitalistic transformation of Indian agriculture. 

2. Middle class, social mobility – Farmers benefiting from assured water availability who earlier 
belonged to the lower class will rise to the middle class leading to the surge in the middle 
class. This will also lead to lesser suicide among farmers which according to Durkheim was 
due to lack of regulation 

3. Tourism, logistics and other such activities that will see a boost due to the inter-linking of 
rivers, will see a class of small entrepreneurs or petty bourgeoisie rising.  

4. Agrarian class, caste system – This kind of system is likely to benefit the large farmers which 
will increase the inequality between them and may be a threat to the social fabric of the area. 
Also, it will lead to shift in focus from cultural sphere to secular sphere leading to 
replacement of caste with class. 

5. Family and marriage- Stop the menace of water wives. This is a phenomenon where men 
marry more than one woman for the sole purpose that those women will fetch waters from 
well. 

6. Religious communities – religious ceremonies, which were performed in the river or on the 
river banks, may face difficulty if the course of the river is diverted. 

7. Lead to rural development and poverty alleviation. 

8. Regionalism – inter-linking of rivers is a long duration project, and if the state governments 
change, issues may arise. Past example of the Cauvery water dispute. 

9. Migration – migration towards urban areas may decline as opportunities may come up even 
in small towns and rural areas. 

10. Tribal communities – may lead to their displacement, alienation, loss of tribal way of life, 
ecological imperialism. 
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This is a very noble steps but it has got many challenges ahead. The government should try to spread 
awareness about the project and mitigate the shortfalls that will arise due to this project. 
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(c) Has reduction of green cover affected ecological degradation leading to 
global warming? Elaborate your answer with illustration. 10 Marks 

Deforestation or reduction in green cover refers to the purposeful clearing or thinning of trees and 
forests. When deforestation occurs, much of the carbon stored by treesis released back into the 
atmosphere as carbon dioxide, which contributes to climate change and global warming. The 
poorest and most vulnerable people bear the brunt of climate change impacts yet contribute the least 
to the crisis. The reduction in green cover is affecting the ecology which in turn is affecting the 
human society. 

Impact of reduction in green cover in ecological degradation and society: 

1. Increased green house gases: The role of forests in affecting the greenhouse gas composition 
of the atmosphere is enormous. Forests have a unique ability to absorb greenhouse gas 
emissions caused by human activity and produce oxygen in return. This is evident in 
deforestation of Amazon rainforests as which is considered as ‘Lungs of the Earth’ has 
released large amounts of stored carbon into the atmosphere, contributing to the global 
increase in greenhouse gas concentrations. 

2. Loss of Biodiversity: Green cover is home to a vast array of plant and animal species. The 
reduction of green cover, especially through deforestation, leads to a loss of biodiversity. 
Biodiversity is essential for maintaining ecosystem balance, and its decline can disrupt 
ecological processes, including those that help regulate the climate. Loss of mangroves 
illustrate this as many animals and plants survive in that region. 

3. Unsustainable development: Unchecked cutting the trees for developmental purpose can 
never be sustainable. According to Gandhian sociologist Mira Ben, the developmental 
planning has always neglected the environmental causes. 

4. According to Eco-feminist Vandana Shiva, the change in environment affects the females 
more and deprive them of opportunities as ecological degradation will lead to scarcity of 
resources and women has always been subjected to unequal distribution of resources. 

5. Impact on tribal community: The loss of green cover has taken the natural home of tribal and 
forcing them to displace to new locality which is not favorable for their survival many times 
as they are living in forests since thousands of years. Therefore Verrier Elwin recommended 
that tribal should be integrated considering preservation of their culture and identity. 

The reduction in green cover and change in ecology and global warming has generated a new 
consciousness among the societies worldwide. Many international groupings, rules, regulation and 
conventions have cropped up to prevent the loss of green cover and promote Afforestration. Some 
examples are Sunderlal Bahuguna’s ‘Chipko Movement’ and Medha Patkar’s ‘Narmada Bachao 

Andolan’ is paving way for preservation of environment. 

Climate change and its negative impact is the biggest challenge for the 21st century. A lot of effort 
has been put forward in direction but there is requirement of cooperation from international to 
national to community level to tackle this problem. 
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Question 7.  

(a) Do you think that ‘demonetization’ has accelerated the economic growth 
in India? How do you understand the informalization of labour, 
underemployment and gender discrimination in this context? 20 Marks 

Demonetization, which occurred in November 2016, involved the sudden withdrawal of high-
denomination currency notes from circulation. While the intended goals of demonetization 
included reducing black money, curbing corruption, and promoting a digital economy, its impact 
on economic growth has been mixed.  

Impact of demonetization on economic growth: 

1. Inconvenience to people and small businessmen: All people especially struggled hard to 
arrange cash as they had limited means for online transaction. Similarly small businessmen 
who used to do their business in cash were also impacted badly. 

2. Decrease in consumption: There was some decline in the overall consumption due to limited 
availability of cash in hand. 

3. Impact on agriculture: India's economy relies heavily on agriculture. As a result of the 
shortage of cash, small and marginal farmers, who predominantly rely on cash for 
purchasing seeds, fertilizers, sowing expenses, obtaining irrigation water, and acquiring 
other necessary agricultural equipment, were severely impacted. This financial constraint 
prevented them from carrying out essential crop-related activities. 

4. Short-Term Dip in Growth: The immediate effect of demonetization was a dip in India's 
economic growth rate. In the quarter following demonetization, India's GDP growth slowed 
down, causing concern among economists and policymakers. 

5. Led to financial inclusion as people started using their Jan Dhan accounts also digital 
payments like UPI was promoted and picked up the pace. 

6. Automobile sales and stock market picked up as people with cash in hand invested a lot 
instead of going to bank and exchanging it. 

7. Long-Term Effects: Over the long term, the impact of demonetization on economic growth is 
less clear. Some argue that the policy helped in formalizing the economy, promoting digital 
payments, and reducing the shadow economy. These changes could lead to more 
transparency and tax compliance, which could potentially contribute to sustained economic 
growth. 

Demonetization and informalization of work: 

1. The consequences of 'demonetization' are significant, and its influence on employment is 
crucial, especially in a scenario where a substantial portion of wage disbursements is 
conducted in cash. 

2. Demonetization was implemented to increase formalization but initially it had negative 
impact due to loss of jobs, decline in economic activity which significantly affected the 
informal workers. 

3. Transition to Informal Labor: Some individuals, particularly those who lost their jobs in the 
formal sector due to reduced economic activity, transitioned to the informal labor market out 
of necessity. They took up irregular, temporary, or informal employment in the absence of 
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better opportunities. 

Demonetization and underemployment: 

1. Underemployment is a measure of the total number of people in an economy who are 
unwillingly working in low-skill and low-paying jobs or only part-time because they cannot 
get full-time jobs that use their skills. 

2. There was reduced job opportunity in those sectors which were heavily cash dependent. Due 
to uncertainty, the new job opportunities were very limited. 

3. Shift to Part-Time or Temporary Work: Some workers who experienced job loss or reduced 
hours as a result of demonetization may have shifted to part-time or temporary work as an 
alternative source of income. 

Demonetization and Gender discrimination: 

1. Women in India are over represented in informal sector which was badly affected by the 
demonetization.  

2. The already existing gender wage gap widened after demonetization.   

3. Women in India has disproportionate responsibility to manage household expenses and in 
such cash crunch they faced another challenge to effectively utilize the available money. 

4. Limited Access to Formal Financial Services: Women, particularly in rural areas, may have 
limited access to formal banking and financial services. Demonetization, which encouraged 
digital transactions and cashless payments, had posed challenges for women who were less 
familiar with or had limited access to these services, potentially excluding them from 
economic activities. 

Demonetization was implemented to achieve many big goals but most of them were not achieved 
and people faced several hardships. But all this was short-term and over the time, economic activity 
resumed, and many individuals returned to their regular employment situations. 
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(b) Discuss the implications of ‘Swachha Bharat Abhiyaan’. Do you think 
that civil society has a role to play here? Substantiate your answer with 
example. 20 Marks 

Sanitation has been integral part of society since Indus Valley Civilization. The Swaccha Bharat 
Mission has continued this tradition in an organized way to make Indian urban centers as well as 
villages clean and hygienic. The aim of  Swaccha Bharat mission is to achieve an open-defecation-
free India, promoting waste management, and ensuring a clean and hygienic environment. 

Implications of Swaccha Bharat Abhiyaan: 

1. Improved Public Health: Better sanitation has reduced the chances of diseases caused due 
to insanitary and unhygienic practices. Access to toilets reduces the incidents of waterborne 
diseases.  It leads to better quality of life. According to Emile Durkhein, Public health plays 
crucial role in social solidarity. It reduces chaos in the society and promotes social integration. 

2. Economic Benefits: Reduced chances of diseases will lead to less healthcare expenditure and 
increased savings for the people. And that money could be utilized for socio-economic 
development. 

3. Behavioural change: Gandhiji has always propogated for cleanliness and Swaccha Bharat 
Mission is also dedicated to him. He states that ‘Be the change you want to see in the world’, 
i.e. behavioural change is very important to make something long term. He considered 
sanitation as an integral part of a person's duty and believed that cleanliness was next to 
godliness. 

4. Community Participation: Swaccha Bharat abhiyaan is aimed at sanitation through 
community participation. Even Ivan Illich support such view, he argued against the 
professionalization of services and believed in the importance of community-led initiatives. 

5. Upliftment of marginalized community: B.R. Ambedkar saw sanitation as crucial for the 
upliftment of marginalized communities. He advocated for social and economic equality and 
believed that access to sanitation facilities played a role in breaking down social hierarchies. 
Swaccha bharat abhiyaan promoted for zero manual scavenging which is mainly done by 
lower caste people.  

6. Empowerment of Women: The availability of hygienic and secure sanitation facilities holds 
special significance for women. The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan strives to install toilets in homes, 
educational institutions, and public areas, thereby enhancing the dignity and safety of 
women who frequently encounter difficulties arising from the absence of adequate sanitation 
amenities. 

7. Change in values and norms of society: Swaccha Bharat mission has challenged the existing 
traditional view of people to not build toilets in the home and instead go for open defecation. 
It has made people aware about better sanitation and its benefits. 

 Role of civil society in Swaccha Bharat Abhiyaan: 

1. Generating awareness: Civil societies are like umbrella organizations having presence in 
family, market and state. It has wide presence In public domain in both rural as well as urban 
areas which makes its role crucial in making people aware about this scheme. 

2. Increases community participation: As civil society is formed through members of society 
only. Thus, it increases the community participation in implementing the scheme.  
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The NGO Sulabh International is an example of a civil society organization actively involved 
in promoting sanitation and hygiene in India. Sulabh has been working to construct low-cost, 
eco-friendly toilets in rural areas and urban slums. 

3. Interlinkage between government and public: It acts as a bridge between public and 
government and takes the demand and vies of general public in front of government. Civil 
societies provided the ground realities of sanitation and what are people responses to this 
initiative making it easier for government to implement the scheme at wider level. 

4. Innovation and Technology: Civil society has the potential to enhance the campaign by 
presenting innovative solutions and technologies for the management of waste and 
sanitation. These creative approaches can work in tandem with government initiatives, 
effectively tackling particular challenges encountered by communities. 

The Swaccha bharat abhiyaan is a huge leap forward towards better sanitation and hygiene by 
including the community. It has succeeded in making most of the India open defecation free and 
behavioural and attitudinal changed can be seen in the society. With increased awareness and using 
scientific technologies for sanitation, India can achieve its dream of ‘clean India’. 
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(c) Do you agree that social movements are caused by opportunity structures 
that are generated by media? Why? 10 Marks 

Answer 

Structure  

• Social movements  

• Media and its components 

• Opportunity structure  

• Media 's impacts on social movements  

• Conclusion. 

Social movement, loosely organized but sustained campaign in support of a social goal, typically 
either the implementation or the prevention of a change in society’s structure or values. Although 
social movements differ in size, they are all essentially collective. That is, they result from the more 
or less spontaneous coming together of people whose relationships are not defined by rules and 
procedures but who merely share a common outlook on society. 

All definitions of social movement reflect the notion that social movements are intrinsically related 
to social change. 

Media are the communications outlets or tools used to store and deliver information or data. The 
terms refers to components of mass media communications industry, like print media, publishing, 
the news media, photography, cinema, broadcasting (radio and television) and advertising. 

The term "medium" (singular form of media) is defined as 'one of the means or channels of general 
communication, information, or entertainment in society. 

Opportunity structures, in sociology and in other social sciences, are exogenous factors which limit 
or empower collective actors (social movements). 

In explaining the evolution of social movements, the structuralist approach emphasizes that factors 
external to the movements themselves, such as the level and type of state repression, or the group's 
access to political institutions, shape the development of the movements; such factors are called 
opportunity structures. 

Media generates opportunity structure for social movements – 

• Mass media are relevant to the study of social movements because they carry movement's 
ideas to a broad audience and give activists leverage in institutional and political processes. 
• More specifically, mass media are important to social movements because they legitimate 
movement issues, provide social movements an opportunity to shape public understandings 
of political problems, and mobilize a broader public to action. 

• Mass media coverage legitimates movement issues and claims and put these issue and claims 
on the table of government.  

• News media, for instance, set the public agenda by, first, choosing what events and social 
problems are relevant to the citizenry and, then, focusing public attention on these events 
and problems. 

• Media coverage of social movement ideas and organizations is legitimizing because it 
indicates to the broader public that a movement represents credible claims. 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepySociology
   

110  

 Access all Our Courses: - sleepyclasses.com/sociology-for-upsc/ 

A publication of a book can have a similar affect. Ralph Nader's book, Unsafe at Any Speed, exposed 
the reluctance of car manufacturers to spend money on safety features (such as seat belts) and 
supported Nader's efforts to mobilize a consumer rights movement.  

• Mass media offer frameworks for understanding the causes of and solutions to political and 
social problems . Social movements, then, that garner media attention have an opportunity 
to shape public perceptions of political problems and affect broader debate. 

• Mass media can also mobilize a broader population to action. Social movement frameworks 
disseminated via mass media identify motivations for and targets of collective action. For 
example, radio played an important role in strike campaigns of textile workers between 1929 
and 1934. Music broadcast articulated the concerns of textile workers (such as low wages and 
family subsistence) and identified the root causes of these problems (i.e., exploitative owners 
and domineering managers). This music and Franklin Roosevelt's “Fireside Chats,” which 
indicated support for industrial workers and improved working conditions, helped mobilize 
workers. 

• The other aspect about media and its role in social movements is the power of transmission 
and repetition of the message of the social activists. Given the rapid dissemination of 
messages on Twitter and Facebook and the fact that television gives an instant image of the 
protests or the movements, media can indeed play a prominent role in ensuring that social 
movements are covered well.  

• Recent we have witnessed some social movements like #METOO around the world (against 
sexual exploitation of women) , that trace its origin from media itself. 

Finally, activists and social leaders need to be careful of how they use media and how the media 
uses them. The best example of this is the way in which the anticorruption movement in India lost 
support from the media after the initial euphoria. This was because the media jumps from issue to 
issue given the way in which the 24/7 news cycle and breaking news rhythms are structured.  

Other side of the coin / Conclusion 

• Media can limit the penetration and impacts of social movements in the society as explainaed 
by Louis althusser in Ideological state apparatus.  

• Controlled media does not provide space for the social movements against state and state's 
policies in the society.  

"Open media can be good or bad, but controlled media is only bad" 
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Question 8.  

(a) Why has ‘active aging’ become a glocal goal? Do you agree that the role 
of elderly care-giving is disproportionately gendered in developing 
countries? Why? 20 Marks 

Ageing is a process which starts with a conception and continues till death. It is a continous and 
irreversible process. According to WHO, active ageing is the process of optimizing opportunities 
for health, participation and security in order to enhance quality of life as people age. It allows 
people to realize their potential for physical, social, and mental well being throughout the life course 
and to participate in society according to their needs, desires and capacities, while providing them 
with adequate protection, security and care when they require assistance. 

Why it has become a glocal(global and local) goal: 

1. Demographic shift: Average age of world is increasing in which the developed countries are 
contributing the most. And after few year when developing world will age, it will lead to 
sudden increase in global average age which is around 30.5 years. 

2. Increasing internatonal awareness through international bodies: WHO has released a paper 
on active ageing in which it has stated that active ageing shifts strategic planning away from 
a “needs-based” approach (which assumes that older people are passive targets) to a “rights- 
based” approach that recognizes the rights of people to equality of opportunity and treatment 
in all aspects of life as they grow older. 

3. Active ageing approach has potential to address many old age problems. It can lead to fewer 
premature deaths, fewer chronic disabilities associated with ageing, more people enjoying a 
positive quality of life as they grow older etc.  

4. Contribution of aged people to society: Old people can contribute to society with their 
knowledge and experience and can help to preserve the traditional knowledge. 

Gender dimension of elderly care-giving: 

1. Deep-seated stereotypes persist in asserting that men are primarily responsible for earning a 
living, while women are primarily associated with homemaking and caregiving. The 
predominantly female role as caregivers exacerbates gender inequalities, limiting women's 
chances to fully realize their fundamental human rights in comparison to men. 

2. Sense of self-agency in care-giving: Men often found themselves trapped in their spouses’ 
illness and alienated from their life ambitions while women consider it their duty to take care 
of her husband at all stages of life. 

3. It shapes self-identity: Taking care of a family member is an unpaid responsibility. Women 
who are unable to participate in the workforce due to their caregiving responsibilities 
encounter financial challenges and frequently rely on male family members to generate 
income that can sustain the household. This circumstance reinforces the perception that 
women occupy a subordinate status and widens the gender inequality gap, preventing 
women from achieving economic independence. 

4. It restricts women’s time to participate in public sphere as women are indulged in care-giving 
and also managing the house. 

5. According to Campbell and Martin females were required to provide more care-giving 
because it is the females only who require more care in old age due to their longevity. 
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All over the world, family members, friends and neighbours (most of whom are women) provide 
the bulk of support and care to older adults that need assistance. Some policy makers fear that 
providing more formal care services will lessen the involvement of families. Studies show that this 
is not the case. When appropriate formal services are provided, informal care remains the key 
partner.   

Efforts are being made to address these gender disparities, including promoting policies and 
programs that support caregivers, providing education and training, and challenging traditional 
gender roles. Gender equality and social progress are essential in reducing the gendered care-giving 
burden in developing countries, as women should have the opportunity to participate fully in all 
aspects of society. 
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(b) What is POSH Act? “Identification of tormentor by women at workplace 
does not come easily even today”. Examine the statement with substantive 
examples from India. 20 Marks 

Vishakha guidelines provided by the Supreme court acted as basis for enacting Prevention for 
Sexual harassment at Workplace (POSH) Act, 2013. The primary objective of the POSH Act is to 
prevent and address sexual harassment of women in the workplace and to provide a mechanism 
for redressal of complaints related to such harassment. The PoSH Act defines sexual harassment to 
include unwelcome acts such as physical contact and sexual advances, a demand or request for 
sexual favours, making sexually coloured remarks, showing pornography, and any other 
unwelcome physical, verbal, or non-verbal conduct of a sexual nature. 

Why identification of tormentor does not come easily in India: 

As per a survey conducted in 2017 by the Indian Bar Association, 70% of girls said they didn’t report 
harassment by superiors due to the fear of facing repercussions 

1. Social and Cultural Norms: Traditional gender norms and cultural expectations can also 
deter women from identifying their tormentors. The hierarchical structure of Indian society 
can make it challenging for women to challenge the authority of male superiors, even in cases 
of harassment. 

2. Fear of social stigma: Females are afraid to name their tormentors as patriarchal society will 
only degrade the character of girls as well as her family.  

3. Job insecurity:  Women also remain silent and refuse to report due to loss of reputation, 
stigma, and blame coming on the women themselves. It becomes difficult for such women to 
apply for further jobs. 

4. Lack of awareness of legal procedures: A study on the internal complaints committees (ICC) 
in 15 government offices in Kerala found that while committees get formed and meet 
intermittently, the members of the committees and women employees remain unaware of the 
provisions of the act and hesitant to assert themselves in registering complaints or fighting 
for more women-friendly work structures. 

5. Poor implementation of rules by organizations: Some organizations deny to implement 
guidelines effectively by giving reason that sexual harassment can’t happen in their 
organization as workers come from good families. 

6. Fear of retaliation: According to anti-sexual harassment lawyer Karuna Nundy, in 
approximately seven out of 10 cases, victims said they did not complain, as they fear 
retaliation, victim blaming and social stigma attached to cases of sexual harassment. 

7. Power imbalance at workplace: In most of the sexual harassment cases the harasser holds a 
dominant and superior position which also limits the females to approach authorities against 
such powerful person. 

8. Informal sector: This sector is much difficult to regulate and control. There is no data on 
number of sexual harassment cases in informal sector. A 2018 study by the Martha Farrell 
Foundation and Society for Participatory Research in Asia based on Right to Information 
requests to 655 districts in the country found many districts had failed to establish the 
committees or constitute them in line with the legal provisions. Even where they existed, it is 
difficult to find any information on websites or public spaces displaying their names and 
location. 
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With increasing education and awareness and social movements like MeToo, women in society has 
acquired internal strength to stand against such harassment. But here is need to change the ideology 
of people who objectifies women and treat them as means. There is a need for sensitization at 
workplaces and more balanced power distribution. 
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(c) What is ‘social security’? Examine recent security measures adopted by 
the Government in India. (10 Marks) 

Life is full of uncertainties and thus there is requirement of social security to keep life stabilized. 
Social security refers to a government-led system of programs, policies, and initiatives designed to 
provide financial and other forms of assistance and protection to individuals and families facing 
various life challenges, such as old age, disability, unemployment, sickness, and poverty. 

The social security is related to the risks associated in the social phenomena and these risks are 
essentially contingencies against which an individual cannot effectively provide by his own ability 
or foresight alone or even in private combination with his fellows. For the government needs to 
stand up and provide support in the form of social security. 

Objective of social security: 

1. Instill a sense of assurance in individuals and families that their standard of living and 
overall quality of life will remain intact, even in the face of social or economic 
uncertainties. 

2. Protect against unemployment by maintenance and promotion of job creation.  

3. Promotes social, economic and political equality as well as equity. 

4. Provide medical care and income security against consequences of defined contingencies.  

Until recently, India’s social security system was largely confined to the formal sector of the 
economy. Social benefits such as old-age pensions, health insurance and maternity benefits did not 
extend much beyond the public sector. The unorganised workforce – more than 90 per cent of all 
workers – was largely left to its own devices. During the last fifteen years, however, there have been 
important initiatives to put in place more inclusive forms of social security. 

Different measures adopted by government in India:  

1. School Meals: Undwer Mid Day Meal scheme programme, the central government provide 
one time meal to all school going children in government primary schools. This scheme 
ensures the most basic need of children i.e. hunger and also focuses on nutrition of children. 

2. The Integrated Child Development Services: India’s Integrated Child Development Services 
(ICDS) provides nutrition, health and preschool education services for children under the age 
of six years. These services are delivered through child care centres (or anganwadis) staffed 
by trained local women known as anganwadi workers and helpers.  

3. The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act: The use of public works as a tool of social 
security, particularly in the context of drought relief, has a long history in India. Compared 
with other approaches, public works have two useful features: self-selection (people decide 
for themselves whether they need social support) and the creation (or at least possible 
creation) of productive assets. 

4. National Social Assistance Program (NSAP): NSAP is a social security program for the 
elderly, widows, and persons with disabilities. It provides financial assistance to these 
vulnerable groups to ensure their economic well-being. 

5. Atal Pension Yojana (APY): APY is a government-backed pension scheme designed to 
provide security for the elderly. It allows individuals to contribute towards their pension and 
receive a fixed pension amount after retirement, ensuring financial stability during old age. 
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6. The Public Distribution System: Under Nation Food Security Act,2013 government provide 
subsidized food grains to people belonging to BPL category. This scheme played crucial role 
during COVID times in ensuring proper food distribution and access to food for poor. 

The government continues to evolve and expand its social security initiatives to address the needs 
of its diverse population and promote economic well-being and stability. Government is 
constitutionally committed for providing social security and welfare of all the citizens. These 
programme needs effective implementation, evaluation and monitoring to ensure proper coverage 
and accessibility. 
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