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How to Maximize Your UPSC Mains Score Using These

PYQs

Transform Your Preparation into Your Success Strategy

x "l solve PYQs but still struggle in mock
exam"

Your Problem: You're treating PYQs like MCQs -

solving for the sake of solving without strategic
analysis.

r

Strategic Solution: After solving each question,
spend 10 minutes analyzing: What was the
examiner testing? Which keywords were crucial?
How can | improve my answer structure? Create a
"mistakes point list" to track recurring weaknesses.

5 "My answers lack depth and examples’

Your Problem: Your answers are generic and don't
stand out among thousands of similar responses.

Content Enhancement: For each PYQ, create a
"example bank" - collect 2-3 specific case studies,
data points, or contemporary examples. Practice
weaving these naturally into your answers to
demonstrate comprehensive understanding.

L

"l can't finish questions within time
limits"

Your Problem: You know the content but struggle
with time management and answer structuring under

pressure.

r

Time-Bound Practice: Set strict timers - 7 minutes
for 10-mark questions, 12 minutes for 15-mark
questions. Practice writing concise, impactful
answers. Use bullet points and subheadings to
save time while maintaining clarity.

@ "l don't know which topics to prioritize"

Your Problem: Without pattern analysis, you're
studying everything equally instead of focusing on
high-weightage areas.

r

Smart Analysis: Create a frequency chart of topics
from last 7 years. |dentify recurring themes and
question patterns. Allocate 60% of your time to
high-frequency topics, 40% to emerging trends.
Also Sleepy Classes has a video on complete
pattern analysis of UPSC mains.

. Critical Mistake to Avoid

Don't just read solved answers and move on. The real learning happens when YOU attempt the question first, then

compare with model answers to identify gaps.

v Remember: PYQs are your blueprint, not just practice material

Every question tells you exactly what UPSC expects. Use this collection to decode the examiner's mindset, not

just to test your knowledge. Your success lies in understanding the 'why' behind each question.
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Polity & Governance

1) The most significant achievement of modern law in India is the

constitutionalization of environmental problems by the Supreme Court.
Discuss this statement with the help of relevant case laws

Intro : SC as apex institution and interpretor of constitution.
DPSP and FD talk about wildlife conservation and
environment protection.

Body Part 1 : MC Mehta v UOI 1986 + Vellore Citizen Welfare \/
Association v Union of India - Polluter Pays principle + MC Mehta
v Kamal N ath 1997 - Pubhc Trust Doctrine + TN G_o_dayarman Case
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2) Right of movement and residence throughout the territory of India are

freely available to Indian citizens, but these rights are not absolute.
Comment

Reasonable Restrictions on 19(1)(d) - public order, security,
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3) To what extent in your opinion has the decentralisation of power in India
governance landscape at the g

Revise state municipal legislations for local autonomy

Establish tribunals for local body disputes (L M Singhvi
Committee)

Legal backing for function delineation through acti

Legal Framework Strengthening ELTEnE

Strengthen enforcement powers (planning violations,
revenue)

Legal frameworks for borrowing and alternative financing

Digital icipal finance system

Property tax reforms with GIS and market rates

Municipal bond markets and direct borrowing
Financial Empowerment Implement stronger financial powers via State Finance

Commissions

Empower own-revenue generation (levy, fees,

monetization)

Replicate Kerala's decentralized PRI model

Urban administrative service cadre with specialists

Perfor based staff t and pr i
Administrative Reforms

Mandatory staff training and capacity building

E-governance for transparency and efficiency

Planning autonomy with mandatory master plans

NN

Urban Governance Reform Agenda

Strengthen Metropolitan Planning Committees

Planning Authority Enhancement Integrate ward plans with city development (Balwant Rai

Mehta Committee)

Dedicated municipal planning cells with professionals.

Digital mu al platforms with real-time monitoring
16T and automation for asset management
Technology Integration Universal digital payments and collection systems
SwachhAl implementation
Citizen engagement and grievance redressal platforms.
Strengthen ward committees with powers and budgets
é Mandatory partici y budgeting using blockchai
Participatory Governance
Citizen project monitoring and social audits
Regular ward and area sabhas with online streaming

Mandatory climate action plans with funding

—

Standardized waste-to-energy management
Environmental Management
Envirenmental monitoring cells for real-time data

Green infrastructure and sustainable planning
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4) Discuss the role of the Vice President of India as the chairman of Rajya

Sabha.
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5) Discuss the role of the National Commission for Backward Classes in the

wake of its transformation from a statutory body to a constitutional body.
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6) The Gati-Shakti Yojana needs meticulous coordination between the
government and the private sector to achieve the goal of connectivity.
Discuss.
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Roadways Railways transport cargo Renewable capacity
capacity tobe capacity to beincreased tobeincreased to
increased t0 1,600 tonnes by FY25 225 c.w by FY25
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Around 200 new Transmission network 4G connectnvnty for
airports, heliportsand  tobeincreased to villages by FY22.
water aerodromes 4,54,200 circuitkm Around 20 new
envisioned mega food parks
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7) The rights of persons with disabilities Act, 2016 remains only a legal
document without intense sensitisation of Government functionaries
and citizens regarding disability. Comment

The recent
Supreme Court guidelines regarding portrayal and
representation of Persons with Disabilities in Movies and
media brought into light the plight of PwD population of
the country. One step to alleviate their misery was
enactment of Rights to persons with Disabilities Act 2016

By transforming societal attitudes, enhancing
accessibility, and fostering multi-stakeholder collaboration,
the Act can move beyond its role as a legal document and
truly improve the lives of millions of PwDs in India.
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8) Reforming the government delivery system through the Direct Benefit

Transfer Scheme is a progressive step, but it has limitations too.
Comment.

Introduction : 5.5 trillion rupees - transfer of subsidies

Body Part 1 : objectives of DBT

context-sensitive, hybrid approach
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9) Discuss the procedures to decide the disputes arising out of the election
of a Member of the Parliament or a State Legislature under the
Representation of People Act 1951. What are the grounds on which the

election of any returned candidate may be declared void? What remedy
is available to the aggrieved party against the decision? Refer to the case
laws

_
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Citation: AIR 1975 SC 865

Facts: Alleged misuse of government resources and
corrupt practices in Lok Sabha election.

Raj Narain v. Indira Nehru Gandhi (1975)

Judgment: Election declared void due to corrupt
practices.

Significance: Accountability of public officials during
elections.

Citation: AIR 1952 SC 64

Facts: Challenged rejection of nomination papers before
election was complete.

N.P. Ponnuswami v. Returning Officer (1952) Judgment: Election disputes only via petitions after

election under Article 329(b).

Significance: Reinforced finality of elections and exclusive
remedy of election petitions.

Citation: AIR 1982 SC 983
Facts: Attempted to implead non-candidates in election
petition.

gytilBasulabebilGho=al (1982) Judgment: Only candidates invelved can be parties to
election petitions.
Significance: Highlighted strict procedural framework for

election petitions.

Citation: AIR 1978 SC 851
Facts: Challenged Election Commission’s power to
countermand elections.

Mohinder Singh Gill v. Chief Election

Commissioner (1978) Judgment: Upheld Election Commission’s authority under
Article 324.
Significance: Strengthened independence and discretion

of Election Commission.

Citation: (2014) 7 SCC 99

Facts: Non-disclosure of election expenses by a

Ashok Shankarrao Chavan v. Madhavrao candidate.

Kinhalkar (2014) Judgment: Non-disclosure amounts to corrupt practice.

Significance: Emphasized transparency in electoral
finances.

Citation: AIR 1954 SC 513

Facts: Election result challenged due to procedural
irregularities.
Vashist Narain Sharma v. Dev Chandra (1954) Judgment: Irregularities must materially affect result to
invalidate election.

Significance: Established "materially affected"” doctrine
for election disputes.

J
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10) Discuss the essential conditions for the exercise of the legislative powers
by the Governor. Discuss the legality of re- promulgation of ordinances
by the Governor without placing them before the Legislature

John Adams rightly said, “ Power must never
be trusted without a check”,
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11)“While the national political parties in India favour centralisation, the

14

regional parties are in favour of state autonom

Intro : India is a vibrant multiparty democracy

Centralisation by National parties : Focus on strong centre

+ Centrally sponsored schemes+Emphasis on national
identity+
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12) Critically examine the procedures through which the presidents of India

and France are elected.

Intro : Compare and Start with Macron Quote with Articles

Body : Compare in tabular form : Electoral College, Eligibility, Nomination,
methodology

Critical examination : Representation and inclusivity, Democratic
accountability, Political Stability versus efficiency

Conclusion: Summarize- can learn from each other

Consists of elected members of both The President of France is elected through a

Houses of Parliament and the system of direct universal suffrage, wherein
Legislative Assemblies of the States all citizens aged 18 and above have the right
and Union Territories. to vote

To be eligible for the presidency, a Similar to India, candidates for the French
candidate must be a citizen of India, presidency must meet certain eligibility
at least 35 years of age, and eligible to criteria, including being a citizen of France, at
become a member of the Lok Sabha least 18 years of age, and meeting the
(House of the People) requirements specified in the Constitution

Candidates for the presidency are : Candidates for the French presidency are
nominated by eligible members of nominated by collecting a specified number of
the Electoral College. While any signatures from elected representatives or by
member can propose a candidate, a self-nomination, —provided they obtain
minimum of 50 electors must endorsements from a certain number of
support the nomination for it to be elected officials

valid.
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The election is conducted using the The French presidential election employs a
Single Transferable Vote (STV) two-round system, wherein if no candidate
system, wherein electors indicate receives an absolute majority of votes in the
their preferences by ranking the first round, the top two candidates proceed to
candidates. a second round of voting.

If no candidate receives an absolute
majority of votes in the first round,
subsequent rounds of counting are
held, with the least preferred
candidates being eliminated until a
winner emerges.
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13) Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in light of the

evolution of the Model Code of Conduct

_

Origin of MCC - 1960

|

1962: MCC circulated
to all recognized
parties and State

Governments

!

1967: MCC followed
in Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections

!

1968: Minimum
standards of
behavior emphasized
by EC

!

1971-72: MCC re-
circulated during
General Elections

|

.
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1974: MCC issued
during State
Assembly elections

!

1979: New Section
restricting "Party in
Power

!

1991: MCC
consolidated into
present form

!

2001: Judicial
Recognition in
Harbans Singh Jalal
case

!

SC ruling: MCC
enforced from EC
press release

Lack of legal enforceability
Legal and Structural Limitations Absence of disqualification power

Inability to deregister political parties

Delayed action and weak responses
Challenges n Enforcmg MCC \__ e foel Ehellmsee Criticism over timing of MCC application

Ineffectiveness in curbing malpractices (e.g., hate speech,
fake news)

Low awareness among voters, candidates, and officials
Awareness and Compliance Issues —<

Limited adherence by political parties and stakeholders

N
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14) Besides the welfare schemes, India needs deft management of inflation

and unemployment to serve the poor and the underprivileged sections of
society. Discuss

Poverty is not just a lack of money; it is not
having the capability to realize one's full potential as a
human being
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15)Do you agree with the view that increasing dependence on donor
agencies for development reduces the importance of community
participation in the development process? Justify your answer.

increased dependence on donor
agenciesimpact depends on the design, implementation,
and intent+ community-driven developmentequitable and
sustainable progress
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16)The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009
remains inadequate in promoting an incentive-based system for

children’s education without generating awareness about the importance
of schooling. Analyse.

Residential schools for tribal children
Ashrams for Tribal Children (Andhra Pradesh) —<
Increased enrollment and retention

Single-teacher schools in remote areas
Ekal Vidyalaya (Rural India) —<
Increased access for marginalized communities
Community-led education, health, and livelihoods
Prayas (Rajasthan) —<
Improved enrollment and learning outcomes
Education for underprivileged children
The Akanksha Foundation (Maharashtra) —<
Improved learning outcomes

Elementary Education Initiatives and Participatory learning model
Escuela Nueva (Colombia) —<

Impacts Improved learning outcomes and enrollment
Education and development programs
BRAC (Bangladesh) —<
Increased enrollment and learning outcomes

Educational resources for under-resourced schools
International School in a Box (South Africa) —<

Improved learning outcomes

elf-learning through technology
Hole-in-the-Wall Education (Global) —<
Improved learning outcomes and enrollment

Community-based literacy and life skills
Literacy and Life Skills Program (Kenya) —<

Improved learning outcomes and enrollment

India
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International Relations

17)India is an age-old friend of Sri Lanka.” Discuss India’s role in the recent
crisis in Sri Lanka in the light of the preceding statement.

HELP Framework

e Historical Ties: Highlight the deep-rooted historical and cultural connections between India
and Sri Lanka to establish the "age-old friend" context.

e Economic Aid: Discuss India’s financial and material support during Sri Lanka’s economic
crisis to show tangible assistance.

e Lifeline Support: Focus on humanitarian and immediate relief efforts that saved lives and
eased suffering, emphasizing India’s role as a reliable friend.

e Political and Strategic Role: Analyze India’s diplomatic and geopolitical contributions,
including its influence in regional stability and countering other powers (e.g., China).

Introduction Hook

e Begin with a vivid hook, like: "For centuries, India and Sri Lanka have been bound by the
threads of Buddhism, trade, and shared struggles, earning India the title of an 'age-old friend.'
From ancient maritime routes to modern diplomacy, this friendship has shaped India’s
response to Sri Lanka’s recent crisis." Then briefly mention key historical ties to set up the
context.

Body of Answer

e Historical Ties: For centuries, India and Sri Lanka have shared Buddhist heritage, trade
routes, and colonial struggles, forging an "age-old" bond. The Tamil community’s ties with
Tamil Nadu and India’s Neighbourhood First policy underscore this enduring partnership,
setting the stage for India’s crisis response

e Economic Aid: When Sri Lanka’s economy collapsed in 2022, with 57% inflation and a $51
billion debt default, India provided a $4 billion lifeline, including 270,000 tonnes of fuel and
credit lines for essentials. As the first creditor to back Sri Lanka’s $2.9 billion IMF bailout,
India stabilized its friend’s economy.

e DPolitical and Strategic Role: Diplomatically, India co-led debt restructuring talks and
outshone China’s $75 million aid with strategic moves like a Trincomalee solar plant. PM
Modi’s 2025 visit and support for Sri Lanka’s democracy cemented India’s role as a regional
stabilizer

NS J
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18) Do you think that BIMSTEC is a parallel organisation like the SAARC?

What are the similarities and dissimilarities between the two? How are

Indian foreign policy objectives realized by forming this new
organisation ?

Introduction

e Introduce BIMSTEC and SAARC, stating BIMSTEC is an alternative, not a parallel, to SAARC
due to the latter’s challenges.

e Example: "BIMSTEC and SAARC both seek regional cooperation, but BIMSTEC’s Bay of
Bengal focus makes it a dynamic alternative to SAARC’s stalled South Asian vision,

advancing India’s strategic goals."

Body- CORE Framework

e Context: Define BIMSTEC and SAARGC, clarifying their relationship (2-3 sentences).

e Overlaps: List similarities like shared members and goals (3-4 sentences).

e Reforms: Highlight dissimilarities, focusing on SAARC’s limitations and BIMSTEC’s
strengths (3-4 sentences).

e Engagement: Explain how BIMSTEC furthers India’s foreign policy (3-4 sentences).

Conclusion

e Summarize BIMSTEC's role as a complementary platform and its value for India.
e Example: "BIMSTEC, though not a parallel to SAARC, revitalizes regional cooperation,

empowering India to lead economically and strategically in a connected Asia."

CORE Framework

e Context: Founded in 1985, SAARC unites eight South Asian nations for economic and social
progress but struggles with India-Pakistan tensions. BIMSTEC, formed in 1997, connects
seven South and Southeast Asian countries, offering India a platform free of such conflicts.

e Overlaps: Both organizations share five members (India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri
Lanka) and aim to boost trade, connectivity, and cultural ties. Their summit-driven structures
and focus on poverty alleviation and disaster management reflect a common vision for
regional growth.

e Reforms: Unlike SAARGC, stalled by Pakistan’s vetoes (e.g., no summit since 2014), BIMSTEC
excludes Pakistan, enabling flexible cooperation. While SAARC’s broad agenda falters (e.g.,
SAFTA’s 5% trade), BIMSTEC's targeted focus on trade, energy, and security delivers results
like the Coastal Shipping Agreement.

N J
www.sleepyclasses.com Available on App Store 23

Call 1800-890-3043 and Play Store



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

( )
QT.me /Sleepy Classes @iﬂ,ﬁ;gﬂgﬂ;ﬁ;‘" 1As
e Engagement: BIMSTEC advances India’s Neighbourhood First and Act East policies,
fostering connectivity via projects like the Trilateral Highway. It counters China’s regional

influence, enhances India’s Northeast development, and promotes security, aligning with
India’s SAGAR vision for a stable Indo-Pacific.
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19)How will 12U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping transform India’s

position in global politics?

Introduction

e Introduce I2U2 as a strategic alliance and its potential to elevate India’s global role.

e Example: “The I2U2 grouping, uniting India, Israel, UAE, and the USA since 2021, transforms
India’s global position by fostering cooperation in technology, security, and diplomacy,
aligning with its multi-alignment strategy.”

Body- RISE Framework

e Regional Influence: Highlight India’s leadership in West Asia and IOR

e Innovation and Economy: Discuss economic and tech collaboration

e Strategic Security: Explain security enhancements

¢ Enhanced Diplomacy: Outline diplomatic gains

¢ Regional Influence: 12U2 positions India as a West Asian leader, bridging Israel and Arab
states post-Abraham Accords while countering China’s BRI. Projects like the IMEC corridor,
slashing trade costs by 40%, enhance India’s Indo-Pacific influence.

¢ Innovation and Economy: 12U2 fuels India’s growth through UAE’s $2 billion food parks
and Israel’s tech expertise in biotech and solar robotics. India’s consumer market and startup
ecosystem attract investments, boosting its global economic clout.

e Strategic Security: I2U2 strengthens India’s security via counter-terrorism cooperation and
Israel’s drone technology. Maritime security in the IOR aligns with India’s SAGAR vision,
ensuring safe trade routes and regional stability.

e Enhanced Diplomacy: 12U2 amplifies India’s voice in global forums, supporting its UNSC
bid and climate leadership via AIM for Climate. By balancing ties with Israel and Arab states,

India showcases diplomatic finesse.

Conclusion

e Summarize [2U2’s transformative impact and India’s future role.
e Example: “I2U2 empowers India to lead regionally, innovate economically, secure
strategically, and shine diplomatically, cementing its rise as a global power.”
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20)Clean energy is the order of the day.” Describe briefly India’s changing

policy towards climate change in various international fora in the context
of geopolitics.

LEAD Framework

e The LEAD framework structures the answer into four key areas to highlight India’s shifting
climate policy in international fora:
o Leadership: Showcase India’s proactive role in clean energy initiatives globally.
o Engagement: Highlight India’s participation in international climate agreements and
partnerships.
Advocacy: Emphasize India’s push for equity and climate finance for developing nations.
Diplomacy: Connect India’s climate actions to geopolitical strategies and influence.

Introduction

e Affirm clean energy’s importance and India’s policy shift in global fora.
e Example: “Clean energy drives India’s climate policy, evolving from energy security to global
leadership. Its proactive stance in international fora reflects geopolitical ambitions.”

Body of Answer

e Leadership: India leads the clean energy charge with the International Solar Alliance and
Global Biofuels Alliance, aiming for 500 GW non-fossil capacity by 2030. These initiatives
inspire global transitions and showcase India’s renewable energy vision.

¢ Engagement: India engages robustly in the Paris Agreement and COP26, committing to net-
zero by 2070 via Panchamrit. By integrating climate into G20 and Quad discussions, India
balances development with environmental goals

e Advocacy: India advocates Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and $1 trillion
climate finance at COP29. Positioning itself as the Global South’s voice, India inspires
developing nations with early NDC achievements.

e Diplomacy: India’s climate diplomacy, via BASIC and I12U2, counters China’s BRI and
strengthens US ties through the Climate Agenda 2030. This enhances India’s UNSC bid and
global soft power.

Conclusion

e Summarize India’s role and geopolitical rise.
e Example: “India’s clean energy leadership and diplomatic finesse in climate fora elevate its
global influence. This shift ensures sustainable growth and geopolitical leverage.”
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