




Advent of Europeans in India



Q.1 The staple commodities of export by the

English East Indian Company from Bengal in the

middle of the 18th century were (2018)

a) Raw cotton, oil -seedsand opium

b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead

c) Copper, silver, gold, spicesand tea

d) Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium



Answer d)

Cotton, raw silk, saltpetre, opium were the major
commodities exported from Bengal by the English East
India Company .

The best quality of saltpeter was found in Bihar. India 
exported the saltpetre to the outside world. Saltpetre 
supplemented the European sources of gunpowder.

India imported certain metals such as tin and copper, 
certain spices for food and medicinal purposes, war 
horses and luxury items such as ivory were also 
imported.



Q.2 Which one of the following groups of plants was

domesticated in the ôNewWorldõand introduced into the

ôOldWorldõ?(2019)

a) Tobacco,cocoaand rubber

b) Tobacco,cotton and rubber

c) Cotton, coffeeand sugarcane

d) Rubber, coffeeand wheat



Answer a)

After the voyages of Christopher Columbus in 1492, the Columbian
exchange brought New World crops such as maize, potatoes, sweet
potatoes, and manioc to Europe, and Old World crops such as wheat,
barley, rice, and turnips, and livestock including horses, cattle, sheep,
and goats to the Americas.

Other Plants of the New World ðBeans, Chilli pepper, Corn, Rubber,
Squash, Tomatoes, Tobacco, Avacados, Cocoa, Cashews, Papayas,
Peanuts, Pineapples, Strawberries, Vanilla .



Q.3 In the first quarter of seventeenth century, in which of

the following was/were the factory/factories of the English

East India Company located? (2021)

1. Broach

2. Chicacole

3. Trichinopoly

Select the correct answer using the code given

below .

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only



Answer a) 

English East India Company was formed by a group of 
merchants known as the ôMerchant Adventuresõ in 
1599. 

A charter to the new Company was granted by Queen 
Elizabeth (December, 1600) giving it the monopoly of 
Eastern trade for 15 years.

Establishment of Factories by East India Company:

West Coast: The English established factories at Agra, 
Ahmadabad, Surat and Broach by 1623.

The company acquired Bombay from Charles II on 
lease at an annual rent of ten pounds in 1668.

South-eastern Coast: Masulipatam (1611) and 
Armagaon near Pulicat (1626).



Eastern India:  Hariharpur and Balasore in Orissa 
(1633),  Hugli (1651), followed by those at Patna, Dacca, 
Kasimbazar in Bengal and Bihar. 

During Carnatic wars, in return for the French help to 
Salabat Jung, to the throne of Hyderabad as Nizam, 
Salabat granted the French the area in Andhra known as 
Northern Circars (The Northern Circars were 5 in 
number: Chicacole (Srikakulam), Rajahmundry, Eluru, 
Kondapalli and Guntur) - So during the first quarter of 
17th C, Chicacole was under the control of regional 
kingdoms - there was no East India company factory 
here.

Also, during the same Carnatic wars , Trichinopoly was 
under the Kingdom of Arcot (seize of 
Trichinopoly).There was no EIC factory here too.



Festive offer

European Trading Centres in India

https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/offer-77891/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=BannerinarticleHP&utm_campaign=UPSCoffer


Q.4 With reference to Indian history, consider the 
following statements: (2022)

1. The Dutch established their factories/warehouses 
on the east coast on lands granted to them by 
Gajapati rulers.

2. Alfonso de Albuquerque captured Goa from the 
Bijapur Sultanate.

3. The English East India Company established a 
factory at Madras on a plot of land leased from a 
representative of the Vijayanagar empire.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Answer b)

Hindu Gajapati rulers (c. 1435 ð1541 CE) ruled 
over Kalinga (Odisha), large parts of Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal, and the eastern and 
central parts of Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand 
whereas, The Dutch founded their first factory in 
Masaulipatam in Andhra Pradesh in 1605.

Alfonso de Albuquerque served as viceroy of 
Portuguese India from 1509 to 1515. He acquired 
Goa from the Sultan of Bijapur in 1510.

British East India Company established a factory 
in Madras in 1639 on land leased from 
representatives of Vijayanagara Empire called the 
Nayakas of Chandragiri.



Economic Impact of British Policies



Q.5 The tendency for increased litigation was
visible after the introduction of the land
settlement system of Lord Cornwallis in 1793. The
reason for this is normally traced to which of the
following provisions? (2011)

a) Making Zamindarõsposition stronger vis-à-vis
the ryot

b) Making East India Company an overlord of
Zamindars .

c) Making judicial system more efficient

d) None of the (a), (b) and (c) above
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Q.6 With reference to Ryotwari Settlement,
consider the following statements: (2012)

1. The rent was paid directly by the peasants to the
Government.

2. The government gave Pattasto the Ryots.

3. The lands were surveyed and assessed before
being taxed.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 1, 2 and 3

d) None
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1. The rent was paid directly by the peasants to the
Government.

2. The government gave Pattasto the Ryots.
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Q.7 Who among the following was/were associated

with the introduction of Ryotwari Settlement in

India during the British Rule? (2017)

1) Lord Cornwallis

2) Alexander Read

3) Thomas Munro

Select the correct answer using the code given

below :

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Answer c)

In the British territories in the south there was a similar
move away from the idea of Permanent Settlement. The
new system that was devised came to be known as the
ryotwar (or ryotwari ).

It was tried on a small scaleby Captain Alexander Reedin
some of the areas that were taken over by the Company
after the wars with Tipu Sultan.

Subsequently developed by Thomas Munro, this system
was gradually extended all over south India . Lord
Cornwallis was associated with Zamindari/ Permanent
Settlement



Q.8 With reference to revenue collection by Cornwallis, 
consider the following statements : (2024)

1. Under the Ryotwari Settlement of revenue collection, 
the peasants were exempted from revenue

payment in case of bad harvests or natural calamities.

2. Under the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, if the 
Zamindar failed to pay his revenues to the state, on or

before the fixed date, he would be removed from his 
Zamindari.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Answer b)

The Ryotwari settlement was a land revenue system in 
British India that allowed the government to collect 
taxes directly from peasants, or ryots, instead of 
through intermediaries. 
Under this system the peasants, farmers or cultivators 
had right over the land, till the time they pay the due 
tax on time. There was no exemption , even in the face 
of natural vagaries. They had the freedom to sublet, 
transfer, or sell their land as they wished. Hence, 
statement 1 is incorrect.
The rate was 50% in dry lands and 60% in the 
wetland, subjected to periodic revision after a period 
of around 30 years.



It was introduced by Captain Reed assisted by 
Thomas Munro first in Baramahal district of Madras 
presidency. Thomas Munro, when he became 
Governor of Madras, in 1820, e xtended it to the entire 
province ( except Northern areas of the province, 
wherein Permanent settlement system was in practice. 
)
It was later extended to Bombay, Parts of Bengal, 
Assam, Coorg etc.



The Permanent Settlement was an agreement between the British 
East India company and the Landlords of Bengal in order to fix the 
land revenue. It was first introduced in Bengal by the British under 
Governor general Lord Cornwallis in 1793 and expanded to Bihar, 
Odisha, Northern Madras, Benaras , covering around 19% of British 
Indian Territories.
The land revenue to be collected was fixed and was agreed to not 
increase in the future. 10/11th of the land revenue collected was to 
be given to the British and 1/11th of it was to be retained by the 
zamindar.
The zamindar who was earlier only tax collector, became landlord 
under this system. He had the right to transfer or sell the property 
and was given hereditary rights for succession of land under their 
ownership. However, under the 'sunset clause' introduced in 1794, 
if the tax were not paid by sunset on a specified date, the 
Zamindari would be confiscated by the government and 
auctioned off, transferring ownership rights to the highest bidder.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.



Comparison of Revenue Systems

Aspect Permanent 

Settlement

Mahalwari System Ryotwari System

Introduced By Lord Cornwallis 
(1793)

Holt Mackenzie 
(1819)

Captain Alexander 

Reed (1792), 

expanded by 

Thomas Munro 
(1820)

Region Bengal, Bihar, 

Orissa, Banaras, 

Northern Carnatic

(19% British 
Territory)

Gangetic Valley, 

North-West 

Provinces, Central 

India, Punjab

(30% area of British 
India)

Malabar, 

Coimbatore, 

Madras, Madurai, 

Maharashtra, 
Assam

Revenue 
Collection

Fixed and stable 

revenue sharing 

model

10/11th of revenue 

for British,

Zamindars collected 
tax.

Based on village 

production, revised 

periodically

Village headman 

collected and 
deposited the tax

Direct settlement 

with the Ryots,

Revised (30 years) 

based on 

productivity



Impact on 

Peasants

Debt and revolts 

due to high burden

High taxes and 

resentment

Debt traps and 

land fragmentation

Ownership 
Rights

Hereditary ownership 
for Zamindars

Individual 
proprietorship

Proprietary rights 
for peasants

Impact on 
Zamindars

Jotedars reaped 
benefits

Strengthened 

position of village 
headman

Ryots gained 

ownership but faced 
high revenue

Other Impacts Land deterioration; 

increased farmland 
leasing

Rise of village elites; 
improved control

Increased pressure 

on land; agrarian 
distress

Comparison of Revenue Systems



LAND REVENUE POLICY UNDER BRITISH



Q.9 Consider the following : (2012)

1. Assessment of land revenue on the basis of
nature of the soil and the quality of crops.

2. Use of mobile cannons in warfare.

3. Cultivation of tobaccoand red chillies.

Which of the above was/were introduced into
India by the English?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2

c) 2 and 3

d) None
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Q.10 Economically, one of the results of the

British rule in India in the 19th century was the

(2018)

a) increasein the export of Indian handicrafts

b) growth in the number of Indian owned factories

c) commercialization of Indian agriculture

d) rapid increasein the urban population



Answer c)

Economic Impact of British rule ð
Deindustrialisation - Ruin of artisans and handicraftsmen: 
cheap and machine made goods imports flooded the Indian 
market after the Charter Act of 1813 allowing one - way free 
trade for British citizens. On the other hand, Indian products 
found it more and more difficult to penetrate the European 
markets. After 1820, European markets were virtually closed 
to Indian export s. Even the newly introduced rail network 
helped the European products to reach the remotest corners 
of the country. Hence, option (a) is not correct . Another 
feature of deindustrialisation was the decline of many cities 
and a process of ruralisation of India.

Many artisans, faced with diminishing returns and 
repressive policies of the Company abandoned their 
professions and moved to villages and took to agriculture. 



This resulted in increased pressure on land. An 
overburdened agriculture sector was a major cause of 
poverty overburdened agriculture sector was a major cause 
of poverty during British rule and this upset the village 
economic set - up. Hence, option (d) is not correct. 

Impoverishment of Peasantry - The Govt. was only 
interested in maximisation of rents and in securing its share 
of revenue, had enforced the Permanent Settlement in large 
parts. Transferability of land was one feature of the new 
settlement which caused great insecurity to the tenants who 
lost all their traditional rights in land. 

Development of Modern Industries - It was only in the 
second half of 19th Century that modern machine based 
industries started coming up in India. The first cotton 
textile mill was started in 1853 in Bombay by Cowasjee



Nanabhoy and the first jute mill came up in 1855 in 
Rishra (Bengal). But most of the industries were foreign 
owned and controlled by British managing agencies . 
Hence, option (b) is not correct. 

Commercialisation of Indian Agriculture - In the latter 
half of the 19th century, another significant trend was the 
emergence of the commercialisation of agriculture.

Agriculture began to be influenced by commercial 
considerations. Certain specialised crops began to be 
grown not for consumption in the village but for sale in 
the national and even international markets. 

Commercial crops like cotton, jute, groundnut, oilseeds, 
sugarcane, tobacco, etc . were more remunerative than 
foodgrains. Hence, option (c) is correct. 



Q.11 Indigo cultivation in India declined by the

beginning of the 20th century becauseof (2020)

a) peasant resistance to the oppressive conduct of

planters

b) its unprofitability in the world market because

of new inventions

c) national leaders' opposition to the cultivation of

indigo

d) Government control over the planters



Answer b)

Indigo, the blue dye, was extracted from plants in ancient
times, some 5000-6000years ago (3000-4000BCE),both in the
Old (Asia, Africa and Europe) and New (Americas) Worlds .
It got its name Indigo, becauseit reached Europe from Indus
Valley, India and later from other parts of India by the
Portugueseand other European sailors.
It was commercially encouraged and traded by the British,
firstly by the cultivation of indigo plant and production of the
dye in South Carolina, USA in mid 18th century, which was
then a British colony. However, this stopped after the British
colonies in USA gained their freedom after American
Revolutionary War (1775- 1783).
It was then that British East India Company (BEIC) started its
production in Bengal and part of the current Bihar states of
India and continued it until the second decade of 20th
century. The Company looked for ways to expand the area
under indigo cultivation in India .



From the last decades of the eighteenth century, indigo cultivation in 
Bengal rapidly expanded. Only about 30% of indigo imported to 
Britain in 1788 was from India. This figure went up to 95% by 1810.

Commercial agents and officials of the Company began investing in 
indigo production to increase their profit. Many Company officials 
even left their jobs to look after their indigo business. Many people 
from Scotland and England came to India and became planters; to grab 
the opportunity. The Company and banks were giving loans for indigo 
cultivation at that time.

Thus, indigo crop has been associated with and created quite a bit of 
history. Faced by high prices charged by the British traders for indigo 
dye, German chemists had already started their search for making 
synthetic indigo and Adolf Baeyer succeeded in synthesizing it in 
1882. This was followed by research by other German chemists, 
namely, Johannes Pfleger and Karl Heumann in the first decade of 
20th century . The synthetic dye was much cheaper and blew the final 
blow to the natural plant produced indigo dye and indigo crop became 
a part of history. Now most of the indigo dye used world - over is 
made synthetically



Q.12 Which of the following statements correctly

explain the impact of Industrial Revolution on India

during the first half of the nineteenth century?

(2020)

a) Indian handicrafts were ruined .

b) Machines were introduced in the Indian textile

industry in large numbers.

c) Railway lines were laid in many parts of the

country .

d) Heavy duties were imposed on the imports of

British manufactures.



Answer a)

India was a major player in the world export market for textiles 
in the early 18th century, but by the middle of the 19 th century it 
had lost all of its export market and much of its domestic 
market.

At the beginning of Industrial revolution cotton industries 
developed in England, industrial groups began worrying 
about imports from other countries. They pressurised the 
government to impose import duties on cotton textiles so that 
Manchester goods could sell in Britain without facing any 
competition from outside. At the same time industrialists 
persuaded the East India Company to sell British 
manufactures in Indian markets as well. Exports of British 
cotton goods increased dramatically in the early nineteenth 
century. Cotton weavers in India thus faced two problems at 
the same time: their export market collapsed, and the local 
market shrank, being glutted with



Manchester imports. Produced by machines at 
lower costs, the imported cotton goods were so 
cheap that weavers could not easily compete with 
them. By the 1850s, reports from most weaving 
regions of India narrated stories of decline and 
desolation. Hence option (a) is correct answer.





British Regulations, Charters and 
Acts



Q.13 The Montague -Chelmsford Proposals were related to 
(2016)

(a) social reforms

(b) educational reforms

(c) reforms in police administration

(d) constitutional reforms
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Q.14 In the context of Indian history, the principle of

ôDyarchy(diarchy)õrefers to (2017)

a) Division of the central legislature into two houses.

b) Introductions of double government i.e., Central and

Statementgovernments.

c) Having two sets of rulers; one in London and another in

Delhi .

d) Division of the subjectsdelegated to the provinces into two

categories.
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Q.15  In the Government of India Act 1919, the functions of 
Provincial Government were divided into òReserved and 
Transferredó subjects. Which of the following were treated 
as òReservedó subjects? (2022)

1. Administration of Justice

2. Local Self-Government

3. Land Revenue

4. Police

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 3

(b) 2, 3 and 4

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d) 1, 2 and 4
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Q.16 The Government of India Act of 1919clearly

defined (2015)

a) The separation of power between the judiciary and
the legislature.

b) The jurisdiction of the central and provincial
governments.

c) The powers of the Secretary of State for India and

the Viceroy.

d) None of the above.



Q.16 The Government of India Act of 1919 clearly

defined

a) The separation of power between the judiciary and
the legislature.

b) The jurisdiction of the central and provincial
governments .

c) The powers of the Secretary of State for India and

the Viceroy.

d) None of the above.



Montagu -Chelmsford Reforms, 1919

1.

Dyarchy in the Provinces
ÅDivided provincial subjects into transferred and reserved subjects
ÅTransferred subjects ðAdministered by governor with ministers 

responsible to the LC
ÅReserved subjects ðAdministered by governor and executive council 

(not responsible to LC)

2.

Bicameralism and Budget
ÅBicameralism introduced in Central Legislative Assembly
ÅFirst time separation of provincial and central budgets

3.

High Commissioner and Secretary of State
ÅHigh Commissioner for India appointed for 6 years in London
ÅSecretary of State to be paid by British Exchequer

Under Dyarchy some subjects,
such as Land revenue administration, 
famine relief, irrigation, 
administration of justice, law and 
order,
newspapers, borrowing, forests etc., 
were called ôreservedõ subjects and 
remained under the direct control
of the Governor; others such as 
education, public health & sanitation, 
public works, agriculture, fisheries,
religious endowments, local self 
governments, medical services etc, 
were called ôtransferredõ subjects and
were to be controlled by ministers 
responsible to the legislatures.



4.

Direct Elections and Franchise
ÅDirect elections introduced
ÅLimited franchise based on property, tax, and education

5.

Å3 out of 6 Executive Council members to be Indians

6.

Communal Representation

ÅPrinciple of communal representation extended
ÅSeparate electorate extended to Sikhs, Christians, Anglo -

Indians.

Montagu -Chelmsford Reforms, 1919



Q.17 In the Federation established by The Government of

India Act of 1935, residuary powers were given to the (2018)

a) Federal Legislature

b) Governor General

c) Provincial Legislature

d) Provincial Governors
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Q. 18 The distribution of powers between the Centre and
the States in the Indian Constitution is based on the scheme
provided in the (2012)

(a) Morley -Minto Reforms, 1909

(b) Montagu - Chelmsford Act, 1919

(c) Government of India Act, 1935

(d) Indian Independence Act, 1947



Q.18 The distribution of powers between the Centre and
the States in the Indian Constitution is based on the scheme
provided in the

(a) Morley -Minto Reforms, 1909

(b) Montagu - Chelmsford Act, 1919

(c) Government of India Act, 1935

(d) Indian Independence Act, 1947



Q. 19  With reference to the Government of India Act, 1935, 
consider the following statements (2024)

1. It provided for the establishment of an All -India 
Federation based on the union of the British Indian 
Provinces and Princely States.

2. Defence and Foreign Affairs were kept under the control 
of the federal legislatures.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Answer a)

The Government of India Act 1935 was a significant act of 
legislation enacted by the Parliament of the United Kingdom. 
This act, received royal assent on 24th July, 1935 and came into 
effect on 1st April 1937, and played a crucial role in shaping 
the constitutional framework in British India.
The Act provided for All India Federation consisting of all 
British Indian provinces, the Chief Commissionerõs 
provinces, and Indian states (princely states). However, this 
was contingent upon the following conditions:

1. States with at least 52 allotted seats in the proposed council of 

states agree to join the federation

2. The aggregate population of the above states must be at least 

50% of the total population of Indian states,

which ultimately did not happen, so the federation was never 
formed. Hence, Statement 1 is correct.



Under The Government of India Act, 1935, subjects to be
administered were divided into reserved and transferred 
subjects at the Central level under Dyarchy provision.

Reserved subjectsñforeign affairs, defense, tribal areas 
and ecclesiastical affairs which were to be exclusively 
administered by the governor -general and not the federal 
legislature, on the advice of executive council. Hence, 
Statement 2 is incorrect.



Q.20 Consider the following statements: (2021)
1. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 
recommended granting voting rights to all the women 
above the age of 21.
2. The Government of India Act of 1935 gave women 
reserved seats in legislature.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Answer b)

The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, announced in July 1918 
and enacted through the Government of India Act, 1919, 
granted voting rights to women but did not establish 
universal adult suffrage . Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.

The Government of India Act, 1935 introduced separate 
electorates for depressed classes (Scheduled Castes), women, 
and labourers. In separate electorates, only members of a 
specific community could vote for their reserved seats. Hence, 
statement 2 is correct.



Government of India Act 1935

Aim An Act to make further provision for the Government of 

India.

Territorial 

Extent

Territories under direct British control 

Enacted by Parliament of United Kingdom

Royal Assent 24th July 1935

Commenced 1st April 1937

Status Repealed on 26th January 1950 in India



Government of India Act,1935

The Act provided the establishment of All India Federation. The federation was to be based on the 

union of provinces of British India and the Princely States .But this federation never came up.

Dyarchy at centre

The Act provided provincial autonomy which replaced dyarchy.

Provinces were freed from the superintendence and direction of the Secretary of State and 

Governor-General.

Provinces henceforth derived their legal authority directly from the British Crown.

Independent financial powers and resources were also given to provinces.

This Act divided powers between the centre and the provinces.

There were three lists which gave the subjects under each government.

Federal List (Centre)

Provincial List (Provinces)

Concurrent List (Both)

The Viceroy was vested with residual powers.



Government of India Act,1935

Indian Council

The Indian Council was abolished.

The Secretary of State for India would instead have a team of advisors.

Only 14% of the total population in British India was given the right to vote. 

Governors were given special powers. They could veto legislative action and 

legislate on their own.

Moreover, they also retained full control over civil service and the police. 

It extended the communal representation to women and labour (workers) 

too.

It introduced bicameralism in six out of eleven provinces .

Thus, the legislatures of Bengal, Bombay, Madras, Bihar, Assam, and 

the United Provinces were made bicameral consisting of a legislative 

council (upper house) and a legislative assembly (lower house).



Government of India Act,1935

Sindh was carved out of Bombay Presidency.

Bihar and Orissa were split.

Burma was severed off from India.

Aden was also separated from India and made into a Crown colony.

A federal court was established at Delhi for the resolution of disputes 

between provinces and also between the centre and the provinces.

It was to have 1 Chief Justice and not more than 6 judges.

A Federal Railway Authority was set up to control Indian railways.

The act provided for the establishment of Reserve Bank of India.

The Act also provided for the establishment of federal, provincial and 

joint Public Service Commissions



Q.21 Consider the following statements about ôtheCharter

Act of 1813õ: (2019)

1) It ended the trade monopoly of the East India Company in

India except for trade in tea and trade with China.

2) It asserted the sovereignty of the British Crown over the

Indian territories held by the Company.

3) The revenues of India were now controlled by the British

Parliament.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Main Provisions of Charter Act, 1833

Answer a)

Monopoly of East India Company to trade with India was brought to
an end but the company retained the trade with China and the trade
in tea. Hence statement 1 is correct.

Thecompanyõsshareholders were given a 10.5 percent dividend on
the revenue in India .

The company was allowed to continued territorial possession for
period of 20 years i.e. from 1833 to 1853, without prejudice to the
sovereignty of the Crown . The company was held in trust to the
Crown . Hence statement 2 is correct.

The Charter Act of 1813 required the Company to maintain its
territorial and commercial accounts separately. By this Act the
Company was put under greater control of the British Crown, but
could retain its hold on the details of administration and Indian
revenues. From 1853, the revenues of India were controlled by the
British Parliament . Hence, Statement3 is not correct.



Q.22 By which one of the following Acts was the Governor General of 
Bengal designated as the Governor General of India?(2023) 

a) The Regulating Act

b) The Pitt's India Act

c) The Charter Act of 1793

d) The Charter Act of 1833
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Q. Which of the following is/are the principal feature(s) of
the Government of India Act, 1919? (2012)

1. Introduction of diarchy in the executive government of
the provinces.

2. Introduction of separate communal electorates for
Muslims .

3. Devolution of legislative authority by the centre to the
provinces.

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q. What was/were the object/objects of Queen Victoria's
Proclamation (1858)? (2014)

1. To disclaim any intention to annex Indian States

2. To place the Indian administration under the British
Crown .

3. To regulate East India Companyõstrade with India

Select the correct answer using the code given below .

a) 1 and 2 only
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Education System in British India



Q.23 Which of the following led to the introduction of

English Education in India? (2018)

1) Charter Act of 1813

2) General Committee of Public Instruction, 1823

3) Orientalist and Anglicist Controversy .

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



CHARTER ACT OF 1813:
Answer d)

The Act incorporated the principle of encouraging learned
Indians and promoting knowledge of modern sciencesin the
country . The Act directed the. Company to sanction one
lakh rupees annually for this purpose. However, even this
petty amount was not made available till 1823, mainly
because of the controversy raged on the question of the
direction that this expenditure should take.

In 1823, the Governor -General -in Council appointed a
òGeneralCommittee of Public Instructionó,which had the
responsibility to grant the one lakh of rupees for education.
That committee consisted of 10(ten) European members
belonging to 2 groups Anglicists and Orientalists . Hence, it
promoted both Indian and English education.



ORIENTALIST -ANGLIC 1ST CONTROVERSY: Within the
General Committee on Public Instruction, the Anglicists led by
Charles Trevelyan, Elphinstone argued that the government
spending on education should be exclusively for modern
studies.

The Orientalists led by Dr . H.H.Wilson and H.T. Princep said
while western sciences and literature should be taught to
prepare students to take up jobs, emphasis should be placed on
expansion of traditional Indian learning .

Even the Anglicists were divided over the question of medium
of instructionñone faction was for English language as the
medium, while the other faction was for Indian languages
(vernaculars) for the purpose.

Lord Macaulay's Minute (1835), This famous minute settled the
row in favour of Anglicists ñthe limited government resources
were to be devoted to teaching of western sciences and
literature through the medium of English language alone.



Q.24 Regarding Wood's Dispatch, which of the following

statements are true? (2018)

1) Grants-in-Aid system was introduced .

2) Establishment of universities was recommended.

3) English as a medium of instruction at all levels of

education was recommended.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Answer a)

In 1854, Charles Wood prepared a despatch on an
educational system for India . Considered the "Magna Carta
of English Education in . India", this document was the first
comprehensive plan for the spread of education in India .

It asked the Government of India to assumeresponsibility for
education of the masses, thus repudiating the 'downward
filtration theory', at least on paper.

It systematised the hierarchy from vernacular primary
schools in villages at bottom, followed by Anglo -
Vernacular High Schools and an affiliated college at the
district level, and affiliating universities in the presidency
towns of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. Statement 3 is not
correct.



It laid stress on female and vocational, education , and on
teachers' training .

It laid down that the education imparted in government
institutions should be secular.

It recommended a system of grants - in -aid to encourage
private enterprise . Statement 1 is correct.

The Despatch recommended the establishment of
universities in the three Presidency towns of Calcutta,
Bombay and Madras. The universities were to be modelled
after the London University and thesewere to have a senate
comprising of a Chancellor, a Vice -Chancellor, and fellows
who were nominated by the Government. Statement 2 is
correct.

The Universities would confer degrees to the successful
candidates after passing the examinations, (of Scienceor Arts
Streams) conducted by the Senate. The universities were to
organize departments not only of English but also of Arabic,
Sanskrit and Persian,aswell as law and civil engineering.



Q.25 With reference to educational institutions during

colonial rule in India, consider the following pairs :

(2018)

Institution Founder

1) Sanskrit College at Benaras- William Jones

2) Calcutta Madarsa - Warren Hastings

3) Fort William College - Arthur Wellesley

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2

b) 2 only

c) 1 and 3

d) 3 only



Answer b)

Pair 1 is not correctly matched In 1791, Jonathan Duncan
started the Sanskrit College at Benares.

Pair 2 is correctly matched - Calcutta Madrasa was
established by Warren Hastings in 1781 for the study of
Muslim law and related subjects.

Pair 3 is not correctly matched Fort William College was
set up by Lord Richard Wellesley in 1800 for training of
civil servants of the Company in languages and customs
of Indians.



Q.26 Wellesley established the Fort William College at

Calcutta because (2020)

a) he was asked by the Board of Directors at London to do so

b) he wanted to revive interest in oriental learning in India

c) he wanted to provide William Carey and his associates

with employment

d) he wanted to train British civilians for administrative

purpose in India



Answer d)

Fort William College was established on 18August 1800by
Lord Richard Wellesley (d. 1837), Governor General of
Bengal, in order to provide instruction in the vernacular
languages of India to the civil and military officials of the
East India Company.
It was named after King William III of England . The
purposes were multi folded : fostering of Indian languages
and making the British officials to be familiar with the
local languages, etc. so that their administrative work
would become easier as it involved interaction with the
Indian natives.
The college, however, could not continue for long due to
fear among the members of the Court of Directors that
such a training programme might shift the loyalties of the
civil servants from London to Calcutta and ultimately
resulted into its closure in 1802.



Development of Education in British India

Year Event Description

1781 Calcutta 
Madrasa

Established by Warren Hastings to promote 
Islamic studies.

1791 Sanskrit 
College

Established by Jonathan Duncan at Benaras to 
promote Sanskrit learning.

1800 Fort William 
College

Established by Lord Richard Wellesley for 
training civil servants.

1813 Charter Act 
of 1813

Directed the East India Company to spend one 
lakh rupees annually to promote modern 
sciences and encourage learned Indians.



Year Event Description

1835 Macaulay 
Minute

Settled the row in favour of Anglicists, promoting 

Western sciences and literature through English 

medium while neglecting mass education 
(proposed downward filtration theory).

1854 Woods 
Despatch

Known as the 'Magna Carta of English Education 

in India.' Recommended government responsibility 

for education, English as the medium for higher 

studies, and vernaculars for school-level 
education.

1857 Universities 
Established

Universities were set up at Calcutta, Bombay, and 
Madras.

Development of Education in British India



British Administrative Policies



Q.27 Which one of the following statements does not

apply to the system of Subsidiary Alliance introduced

by Lord Wellesley? (2018)

a) To maintain a large standing army at other's expense

b) To keep India safefrom Napoleonic danger

c) To securea fixed income for the Company

d) To establish British paramountcy over the Indian

States
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a) To maintain a large standing army at other's expense

b) To keep India safefrom Napoleonic danger

c) To securea fixed income for the Company
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The Company forced the statesinto aòsubsidiaryallianceó.

Provisions Under Subsidiary Alliance: 

The Indian states were made to surrender their foreign 
relation to the Company and their negotiations with other 
Indian states were also to be negotiated through the 
Company.

The states were expected to maintain a British army 
stationed within their own state. The state was required to 
pay a tribute to the Company for the maintenance of this 
army or cede a part of their territory for the upkeep of the 
army.

A British Resident was to be posted at the court of the Indian 
state.

The Indian states were debarred from employing any 
European in its service without the consultation of the 
Company.

The Company agreed not to intervene in the internal affairs 
of the complying Indian states.



The Company promised to protect the Indian states from any 
sort of internal and external threats.

In case of any conflict the Indian states had to agree to the 
decision of the Company.

The Indian states would have to acknowledge the Company 
as the òParamount Poweró.

The states that accepted the Subsidiary Alliance were 

Nizam of Hyderabad (1798 and 1800), Mysore (1799), Tanjore 
(1799), Awadh (1801), Peshwa (1801), Bhonsle (1803), Sindhia 
(1804), Surat, The Rajput States of Jodhpur, Jaipur, Macheri, 
Bundi, Bharatpur (1818) Holkar (last Maratha confederacy to 
accept subsidiary alliance in 1818).



Napoleonic invasion of Egypt in the summer of 1798
offered Wellesly a useful tool to soften London's resistance
to expansion, although he never believed for a moment that
there was any danger of a French invasion of British India
either over land from Egypt or a naval attack round the Cape
of Good Hope. However, to assuageLondon's concerns he
evolved the policy of 'Subsidiary Alliance', which would only
establish control over the internal affairs of an Indian state,
without incurring any direct imperial liability .

There was no component of fixed income under this
system.



Indian National Movement (1885 ð1905)



Q.28 With reference to the period of colonial rule in
India, òHomeChargesóformed an important part of
drain of wealth from India . Which of the following
funds constituted òHomeChargesó?(2011)

1. Funds used to support the India Office in London .

2. Funds used to pay salaries and pensions of British
personnel engaged in India .

3. Funds used for waging wars outside India by the
British .

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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wealth from India . Which of the following funds
constituted òHomeChargesó?

1. Funds used to support the India Office in London .

2. Funds used to pay salaries and pensions of British
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3. Funds used for waging wars outside India by the British .
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Home Charges refer to the expenditure incurred in 
England by the Secretary of State on behalf of India.

The main constituents were:
Dividend to the shareholders of the East India 
Company.
Interest on Public Debt raised abroad.
Expenses on India Office establishment in London.
Pensions and furloughs payments of British officers in 
the Civil and Military departments in India.
Payments to the British war office.
Store purchases in England.



Q.29 Who of the following was/were economic critic/critics
of colonialism in India? (2015)

1) Dadabhai Naoroji

2) G. Subramania Iyer

3) R.C. Dutt

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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Dadabhai Naoroji, R. C. Dutt, Ranade, Gokhale, G. Subramania Iyer, 

were among those who grounded Indian nationalism firmly on the 

foundation of anti -imperialism by highlighting economic critique of 

colonialism. 

Dadabhai Naoroji (Poverty and UnBritish Rule in India), MG 

Ranade, Romesh Chandra Dutt (ôEconomic History of Indiaõ), 

G.Subramania Iyer (ôSome Economic Aspects of British Rule in 

Indiaõ ).



Q.30 What was the purpose with which Sir William
Wedderburn and W.S. Caine had set up the Indian
Parliamentary Committee in 1893? (2011)

a) To agitate for Indian political reforms in the House of
Commons

b) To campaign for the entry of Indians into the Imperial
Judiciary

c) To facilitate a discussion on IndiaõsIndependence in the
British Parliament

d) To agitate for the entry of eminent Indians into the British
Parliament
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a) To agitate for Indian political reforms in the House of
Commons

b) To campaign for the entry of Indians into the Imperial
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c) To facilitate a discussion on IndiaõsIndependence in the
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Q.31 During Indian freedom struggle, the National Social
Conference was formed . What was the reason for its
formation? (2012)

a) Different social reform groups or organizations of Bengal
region united to form a single body to discuss the issues
of larger interest and to prepare appropriate
petitions/representations to the government .

b) Indian National Congress did not want to included social
reforms in its deliberations and decided to form a separate
body for such a purpose.

c) Behramji Malabari and M.G. Ranade decided to bring
together all the social reform groups of the country under
one organization .

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is
correct in this context.
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Q.32The Ilbert Bill controversy was related to the (2013)

a) Imposition of certain restrictions to carry arms by the
Indians

b) Imposition of restrictions on newspapers and magazines
published in Indian languages

c) Removal of disqualifications imposed on the Indian
magistrates with regard to the trial of the Europeans

d) Removal of a duty on imported cotton cloth
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Q.33 Which one of the following movements has

contributed to a split in the Indian National

Congress resulting in the emergence of 'moderates'

and 'extremists'? (2015)

a) Swadeshi Movement

b) Quit India Movement

c) Non-Cooperation Movement

d) Civil DisobedienceMovement



Answer a)
Surat split of 1907 was the result of differences from Bengal 
partition protest strategy. 
The Extremists wanted the 1907 session to be held in Nagpur 
(Central Provinces) with Tilak or Lajpat Rai as the president 
along with a reiteration of the swadeshi, boycott and national 
education resolutions.
The Moderates wanted the session at Surat in order to exclude 
Tilak from the presidency , since a leader from the host province 
could not be session president (Surat being in Tilakõs home 
province of Bombay). Instead, they wanted Rashbehari Ghosh 
as the president and sought to drop the resolutions on swadeshi, 
boycott and national education. Both sides adopted rigid 
positions, leaving no room for compromise.
The split became inevitable, and the Congress was now 
dominated by the Moderates who lost no time in reiterating 
Congressõ commitment to the goal of self-government within the 
British Empire and to the use of constitutional methods only to 
achieve this goal.



Q.34 With reference to Swadeshi Movement consider the

following statements: (2019)

1) It contributed to the revival of the indigenous artisan crafts

and industries .

2) The National Council of Education was established as a

part of Swadeshi Movement .

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



Answer c)

The Swadeshi Movement had its genesis in the anti -partition
movement which was started to oppose the British decision to
partition Bengal.
The Swadeshi Movement was the great emphasis given to self -
reliance or ôAtmasaktiõas a necessarypart of the struggle against the
Government. One of the major planks of the programme of self -
reliance was Swadeshi or national education.
The swadeshi spirit found expression in the establishment of
swadeshi textile mills, soap and match factories, tanneries, banks,
insurance companies, shops, etc

In August 1906, the National Council of Education was established .
The Council defined its objectives in this way. . .ôtoorganize a system
of Education Literary ; Scientific and Technical ñ on National lines
and under National control from the primary to the university level.
The most important aspect of the movement was a focus on self -
reliance or Atma -shakti which led to the development of indigenous
industries .



Q.35 The ôSwadeshiõand ôBoycottõwere adopted

as methods of struggle for the first time during the

(2016)

a) agitation against the Partition of Bengal

b) Home Rule Movement

c) Non-Cooperation Movement

d) visit of the Simon Commission to India
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Q.36 Consider the following statements:(2023) 

Statement-1:

7th August is declared asthe National Handloom Day.

Statement-II :

It was in 1905that the Swadeshi Movement was launched on the sameday.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II is the correct
explanation for Statement-I

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II is not the
correct explanation for Statement-I

c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is incorrect

d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II is correct
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Q.37 What was the main reason for the split in the

Indian National Congress at Surat in 1907? (2016)

a) Introduction of communalism into Indian politics

by Lord Minto .

b)Extremistsõlack of faith in the capacity of the

moderates to negotiate with the British

Government.

c) Foundation of Muslim League.

d) Aurobindo Ghoshõsinability to the elected as the

President of the Indian National Congress.
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Q.38 The Partition of Bengal made by Lord Curzon in 1905
lasted until (2014)

a) The First World War when Indian troops were needed by
the British and the partition was ended.

b) King George V abrogated CurzonõsAct as the Royal
Durbar in Delhi in 1911

c) Gandhiji launched his Civil Disobedience Movement .

d) The Partition of India in 1947 when East Bengal became
EastPakistan.
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Revolutionary Nationalism



Q.39The Ghadr (Ghadar) was a (2014)

a) revolutionary association of Indians with headquarters at
SanFrancisco.

b) nationalist organization operating from Singapore.

c) militant organisation with headquarters at Berlin

d) Communist movement for Indiaõsfreedom with head-
quarters at Tashkent.
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Ghadar Party

The Ghadar Party was a revolutionary group founded by Indians in the United 
States with the aim of securing Indiaõs independence from British rule.

Taraknath Das , a prominent Indian in the USA, established the Indian 
Independence League in California in 1907 and later began publishing the paper 
Free Hindustan.

In 1913, Sohan Singh Bhakna founded the Hind Association of America , which 
started the weekly publication Ghadar in English, Urdu, Marathi, and Gurmukhi.

This paper promoted revolutionary ideas and inspired the name of the Ghadar 
Party.

Lala Hardayal emerged as a key leader in the Ghadar movement, establishing a 
central committee with headquarters at the Yugantar Ashram in San Francisco.

The Ghadar Party also had notable figures such as Bhai Parmanand and Ram 
Chandra, and the publication Ghadar consistently encouraged armed struggle and 
revolt against British rule.

Revolutionaries Raja Mahendra Pratap and Barkatullah supported the Ghadar 
Party from abroad and, with the help of Germany and Russia, attempted to set up a 
provisional government of India in Kabul.



Q.40Consider the following freedom fighters : (2022)

1. Barindra Kumar Ghosh

2. JogeshChandra Chatterjee

3. RashBehari Bose

Who of the above was/were actively associated with the
Ghadar Party?

a) 1 and 2

b) 2 only

c) 1 and 3

d) 3 only
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Hindustan Republican Association/Army or HRA (later renamed
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association or HSRA). The HRA was
founded in October 1924 in Kanpur by Ramprasad Bismil, Jogesh
Chandra Chatterjee and Sachin Sanyal.

The first revolutionary groups in Bengal were organized in 1902 in
Midnapore (under Jnanendranath Basu) and in Calcutta (the Anushilan
Samiti founded by Promotha Mitter, and including Jatindranath
Banerjee,Barindra Kumar Ghosh and others.)

Rash Behari Bose was one of the most prominent leaders of the Indian
National Movement, especially during the extremist phase. He was
one of the masterminds behind the Delhi conspiracy case,participated
in the Ghadar movement, and established the Indian Independence
league while in Japan.



Questions on Indian National Struggle under 
Gandhiji



Q.41 Which one of the following is a very significant aspect

of the Champaran Satyagraha?(2018)

a) Active all-India participation of lawyers, students and

women in the National Movement

b) Active involvement of Dalit and Tribal communities of

India in the National Movement

c) Joining of peasantunrest to India's National Movement

d) Drastic decreasein the cultivation of plantation crops and

commercial crops
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ÅChamparan Satyagraha of 1917opened a new phase in the
national movement by joining it to the great struggle of the
Indian peasantry for bread and land. It was the first peasant
movement to have garnered nationwide attention . The
Champaran Satyagraha yoked the peasant unrest to the
freedom struggle. Subsequently, Gandhiõslocalised
movements in Ahmedabad (for mill workers) and Kheda
(where he supported distressed peasants)were, in a sense,
the training grounds for the massive nationwide protests
after the landmark year of 1919 all of which eventually
contributed to the liberation of India from the inglorious
British rule.



Q. 42 What was the reason for Mahatma Gandhi to organize
a satyagraha on behalf of the peasantsof Kheda? (2011)

1. The Administration did not suspend the land revenue
collection in spite of a drought .

2. The Administration proposed to introduce Permanent
Settlement in Gujarat.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.42 What was the reason for Mahatma Gandhi to organize
a satyagraha on behalf of the peasantsof Kheda?

1. The Administration did not suspend the land revenue
collection in spite of a drought

2. The Administration proposed to introduce Permanent
Settlement in Gujarat.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.43The Rowlatt Act aimed at (2012)

a) Compulsory economic support to war efforts

b) Imprisonment without trial and summary procedures for
trial

c) Suppression of the Khilafat Movement .

d) Imposition of restrictions on freedom of the press.
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Q.44 With reference to Rowlatt Satyagraha, which of the
following statements is/are correct? (2015)

1) The Rowlatt Act was based on the recommendations of
the 'Sedition Committeeõ.

2) In Rowlatt Satyagraha,Gandhiji tried to utilize the Home
Rule League.

3) Demonstrations against the arrival of Simon Commission
coincided with Rowlatt Satyagraha.

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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3) Demonstrations against the arrival of Simon Commission
coincided with Rowlatt Satyagraha.

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



ÅStatement1 and 2 are correct. The events between May 1916
to January 1919 give us the background of the
establishment of the SatyagrahaSabhain Bombay under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi . The newly started Home
League was the leading force in all these events, which
prepared the ground for the April Satyagraha. The
Satyagraha Sabha was organised with Mr . Gandhi as
President, Mr . Horniman as Vice-President, and the leading
Home Rulers on the Committee.

ÅSimon Commission was dispatched to India in 1928 way
after Rowlett Satyagraha.



Q.45 With reference to the British colonial rule in India,

consider the following statements: (2019)

1) Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental in the abolition of the

system ofôindenturedlabourõ.

2) In Lord ChelmsfordõsWar Conferenceõ,Mahatma Gandhi did

not support the resolution on recruiting Indians for World

War.

3) Consequent upon the breaking of Salt Law by Indian people,

the Indian National Congress was declared illegal by the

colonial rulers.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 1 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.45 With reference to the British colonial rule in India,
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2) In Lord ChelmsfordõsWar Conferenceõ,Mahatma Gandhi did
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War.

3) Consequent upon the breaking of Salt Law by Indian people,

the Indian National Congress was declared illegal by the

colonial rulers.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 1 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



ÅMahatma Gandhi was instrumental in the abolition of the
system of ôindenturedlabourõin South Africa . Moderates

supported the First World War. Hence statement 2 is not
correct. Congress was declared illegal by British
government after the launch of second phase of Civil
Disobedience Movement . It was not a factor that favoured
in launching of second phase of Civil Disobedience
Movement .



Q.46 In 1920, which of the following changed its name to

"Swarajya Sabha"?(2018)

a) All India Home Rule League

b) Hindu Mahasabha

c) South Indian Liberal Federation

d) The Servantsof India Society



Q.46 In 1920, which of the following changed its name to

"Swarajya Sabha"?

a) All India Home Rule League

b) Hindu Mahasabha

c) South Indian Liberal Federation

d) The Servantsof India Society



ÅGandhi had become the president of the All India Home
Rule League in 1920. Its name was changed to 'Swaraj
Sabhaõ.



Q.47 The people of India agitated against the arrival of
Simon Commission because(2013)

a) Indians never wanted the review of the working of the
Act of 1919

b) Simon Commission recommended the abolition of
Dyarchy (Diarchy) in the Provinces

c) There was no Indian member in the Simon Commission

d) The Simon Commission suggested the partition of the
country
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a) Indians never wanted the review of the working of the
Act of 1919

b) Simon Commission recommended the abolition of
Dyarchyh (Diarchy) in the Provinces
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Q.48 With reference to the period of Indian freedom
struggle, which of the following was/were recommended
by the Nehru report? (2011)

1. Complete Independence for India .

2. Joint electoratesfor reservation of seatsfor minorities

3. Provision of fundamental right for the people of India in
the constitution .

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.48 With reference to the period of Indian freedom
struggle, which of the following was/were recommended
by the Nehru report?

1. Complete Independence for India .

2. Joint electoratesfor reservation of seatsfor minorities

3. Provision of fundamental right for the people of India in
the constitution .

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



As an answer to Lord Birkenheadõs challenge, an All -Parties 
Conference met in February 1928 and appointed a 
subcommittee under the chairmanship of Motilal Nehru to 
draft a constitution. This was the first major attempt by the 
Indians to draft a constitutional framework for the country.

The committee included Tej Bahadur Sapru, Subhas Chandra 
Bose, M.S. Aney, Mangal Singh, Ali Imam, Shuaib Qureshi, 
and G.R. Pradhan as its members. The report was finalized by 
August 1928.

The recommendations of the Nehru Committee were 
unanimous except in one respectñwhile the majority favored 
the òdominion statusó as the basis of the Constitution, a 
section of it wanted òcomplete independenceóas the basis, 
with the majority section giving the latter section liberty of 
action.

Main Recommendations: The Nehru Report confined itself to 
British India, as it envisaged the future link -up of British India 
with the princely states on a federal basis.



For the dominion it recommended: Dominion status on 
lines of self -governing dominions as the form of 
government desired by Indians (much to the chagrin of 
younger, militant sectionsñNehru being prominent among 
them).

Rejection of separate electorates which had been the basis of 
constitutional reforms so far; instead, a demand for joint 
electorates with reservation of seats for Muslims at the 
Centre and in provinces where they were in minority (and 
not in those where Muslims were in majority, such as Punjab 
and Bengal) in proportion to the Muslim population there 
with right to contest additional seats.

Linguistic provinces

Nineteen fundamental rights including equal rights for 
women, right to form unions, and universal adult suffrage.

Responsible government at the Centre and in provinces



The Indian Parliament at the Centre to consist of a 500-member 
House of Representatives elected on the basis of adult suffrage, 
a 200-member Senate to be elected by provincial councils; the 
House of Representatives to have a tenure of 5 years and the 
Senate, one of 7 years; the central government to be headed by 
a governor general, appointed by the British government but 
paid out of Indian revenues, who would act on the advice of 
the central executive council responsible to the Parliament.

Provincial councils to have a 5-year tenure, headed by a 
governor acting on the advice of the provincial executive 
council.

Full protection of the cultural and religious interests of 
Muslims

Complete dissociation of State from religion . 



Q.49 Who of the following organized a march on the

Tanjore coast to break the Salt Law in April 1930?

a) V.O. Chidambaram Pillai

b) C. Rajagopalachari 

c) K. Kamaraj 

d) Annie Besant 



Q.49 Who of the following organized a march on the

Tanjore coast to break the Salt Law in April 1930? (2015)

a) V.O. Chidambaram Pillai 

b) C. Rajagopalachari

c) K. Kamaraj 

d) Annie Besant 



Satyagraha at Different Places

C. Rajagopalachari organized salt march 

from Tiruchirapalli (Trichinopoly) to 

Vedaranniyam

District salt marches were organised

in east and west Godavari, Krishna and 

Guntur.

Salt satyagraha under 
Gopabandhu Chaudhuri

K. Kelappan, 

organized salt 

march from 

Calicut to 

Poyannur

Successful student strike 

against the Cunningham 

Circular .

No 

Chowkidara

Tax

Raid on dharasana 
Salt works by 
Sarojini Naidu, 
Imam Sahib and 
Manilal, 
No Tax Movement

Maharashtra

, Karnataka, 

Central 

Provinces 

defiance of 

forest laws

Rani Gaidinliu fought against 
the Britishers very bravely

Politicisation of 
Afghans by Khan 
Abdul Gaffar 
Khan, Khudai 
Khidmatgars (Red 
Shirts), Pukhtoon 
in Pushto



Q.50 The Gandhi -Irwin Pact included which of the following?

(2020)

1) Invitation to Congress to participate in the Round Table

Conference

2) Withdrawal of Ordinances promulgated in connection with the

Civil Disobedience Movement

3) Acceptance of Gandhiji's suggestion for enquiry into police

excesses.

4) Release of only those prisoners who were not charged with

violence.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

a) 1 only

b) 1, 2 and 4 only

c) 3 only

d) 2, 3 and 4 only
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1) Invitation to Congress to participate in the Round Table

Conference

2) Withdrawal of Ordinances promulgated in connection with

the Civil DisobedienceMovement

3) Acceptance of Gandhiji's suggestion for enquiry into police

excesses.

4) Releaseof only those prisoners who were not charged with

violence.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

a) 1 only

b) 1, 2 and 4 only

c) 3 only

d) 2, 3 and 4 only



5 March 1931, the Gandhi -Irwin Pact was signed by Gandhiji on
behalf of the Congressand by Lord Irwin on behalf of the Government.

The pact placed the Congress on an equal footing with the
Government. The terms of the agreement included

immediate releaseof all political prisoners not convicted of violence;

remission of all fines not yet collected;

return of all lands not yet sold to third parties;

lenient treatment to those government servants who had resigned;

right to make salt in coastal villages for personal consumption (not for
sale);

right to peaceful and non - aggressivepicketing .

withdrawal of emergency ordinances.



The viceroy, however, turned down two of Gandhi's demands:

public inquiry into police excesses,and

commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades' death sentenceto
life sentence.

Gandhi on behalf of the Congressagreed:

to suspend the civil disobedience movement.

to participate in the next Round Table Conference.



Q.51 Mahatma Gandhi underlook fast unto death in 1932,
mainly because(2012)

a) Round Table Conference failed to satisfy Indian political
aspirations.

b) Congressand Muslim League had differences of opinion .

c) RamsayMacdonald announced the Communal Award .

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is
correct in this context
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a) Round Table Conference failed to satisfy Indian political
aspirations.

b) Congressand Muslim League had differences of opinion .

c) Ramsay Macdonald announced the Communal Award .

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is
correct in this context



Final Phase of  National 
Movement and 
Achievement



Q.52 The Congress ministries resigned in the seven
provinces in 1939, because: (2012)

a) The Congress could not form ministries in the other four
provinces.

b) Emergence of a ôleftwingõin the Congress made the
working of the ministries impossible.

c) There were widespread communal disturbances in their
provinces.

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is
correct
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provinces in 1939, because:

a) The Congress could not form ministries in the other four
provinces.

b) Emergence of a ôleftwingõin the Congress made the
working of the ministries impossible.

c) There were widespread communal disturbances in their
provinces.

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is
correct



Q.53 Which one of the following observations is not true
about the Quit India Movement of 1942? (2011)

a) It was a non-violent movement

b) It was led by Mahatma Gandhi

c) It was a spontaneous movement

d) It did not attract the labour classin general



Q. Which one of the following observations is not true
about the Quit India Movement of 1942?

a) It was a non-violent movement

b) It was led by Mahatma Gandhi

c) It was a spontaneous movement

d) It did not attract the labour classin general



Workers went on strike in Ahmedabad, Bombay, 
Jamshedpur,Ahmednagar and Poona.

Extent of Mass Participation. The participation was on many 
levels.

ǒ Youth, especially the students of schools and colleges, 
remained in the forefront.

ǒ Women, especially school and college girls, actively 
participated, and included Aruna Asaf Ali, Sucheta Kripalani 
and Usha Mehta.

ǒ Workers went on strikes and faced repression.
ǒ Peasants of all strata were at the heart of the movement.
ǒ Even some zamindars participated. These peasants 

concentrated their offensive on symbols of authority and there 
was complete absence of anti-zamindar violence.

ǒ Government officials, especially those belonging to lower 
levels in police and administration, participated resulting in 
erosion of government loyalty.



ǒ Muslims helped by giving shelter to underground activists. There 
were no communal clashes during the movement.

ǒ The Communists did not join the movement; in the wake of Russia 
(where the communists were in power) being attacked by Nazi 
Germany, the communists began to support the British war against 
Germany and the ôImperialist Warõ became the ôPeopleõs Warõ.

ǒ The Muslim League opposed the movement, fearing that if the 
British left India at that time, the minorities would be oppressed by 
the Hindus.

ǒ The Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the movement.
ǒ The Princely states showed a low-key response.



Q.54 With reference to Indian freedom struggle, Usha
Mehta is well -known for (2011)

a) Running the secret Congress Radio in the wake of Quit
India Movement

b) Participating in the secondround Table Conference

c) Leading a contingent of Indian National Army

d) Assisting in the formation of Interim Government under
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
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India Movement

b) Participating in the secondround Table Conference

c) Leading a contingent of Indian National Army

d) Assisting in the formation of Interim Government under
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru



Q.55 Quit India Movement was launched in response to
(2013)

a) Cabinet Mission Plan

b) Cripps Proposals

c) Simon Commission Report

d) Wavell Plan



Q. Quit India Movement was launched in response to

a) Cabinet Mission Plan

b) Cripps Proposals

c) Simon Commission Report

d) Wavell Plan



The Cripps Mission Proposal , which included terms like
establishment of Dominion, establishment of a Constituent
Assembly and right of the Provinces to make separate
constitutions, these would be, however, granted after the
cessation of the Second World War, So failed to satisfy
Indian Nationalists .
According to the Congress this Declaration only offered
India a promise that was to be fulfilled in the future .

Commenting on this Gandhi said; "It is a post dated
chequeon a crashing bank and in CWC meeting at Wardha
July 1942acceptedthe idea of Struggle



Q.56 With reference to the Cabinet Mission, which of the

following statements is/are correct? (2015)

1) It recommended a federal government .

2) It enlarged the powers of the Indian courts.

3) It provided for more Indians in the ICS.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3

c) 1 and 3

d) None



Q.56 With reference to the Cabinet Mission, which of the

following statements is/are correct?

1) It recommended a federal government .

2) It enlarged the powers of the Indian courts.

3) It provided for more Indians in the ICS.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3

c) 1 and 3

d) None



Cabinet Mission

On 19 February 1946, British Prime 
Minister, Clement Attlee in the House of 
Commons announced the decision to 
dispatch the Cabinet mission.

The Cabinet Mission to India consisted of 
three British Cabinet member-Lord 
Pethick Lawrence, the Secretary of State 
for India; Sir Stafford Cripps, President 
of the Board of Trade and A. V. 
Alexander, First Lord of the Admiralty. 
Mission was headed by Lord Pethick 
Lawrence.



Cabinet Mission

The mission was sent to India to negotiate with the 
political leaders for setting up of a national 
government and to set into motion a machinery for 
transfer of power.

Mission reached Delhi on March 24th, 1946. The 
Mission held talks with the leaders of all prominent 
political parties. The Congress and the Muslim 
League were, however, given main considerations.

As the Congress and League remained divided on 
the issue of the unity or partition of India, the 
mission put forward its own plan for the solution 
of the constitutional problem in May 1946.



Cabinet Mission

Cabinet Mission was convinced that Pakistan 
was not viable and that the minorities 
autonomy must somehow be safeguarded 
within the framework of a united India. Hence, 
Rejection of the demand for a full -fledged 
Pakistan 

Grouping of Provincial Assembly

The existing provincial assemblies were 
proposed to be grouped into three sections, 
which would meet separately to decide on 
group constitutions.



Cabinet Mission

Grouping of Provincial Assembly

Sections A comprising Madras, Bombay, Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, C.P. and Orissa (Hindu 
Majority Provinces)

Section B consisting of Punjab, NWFP and 
Sind (Muslim Majority Provinces)

Section C comprising Bengal and Assam 
(Muslim Majority Provinces)



Cabinet Mission

Grouping of Provincial Assembly

After the first general elections a province could come 
out of a group. After ten years a province could call for a 
reconsideration of the group or union constitution.

Constituent Assembly

The constituent assembly was to be a 389 member body 
with provincial assemblies sending 292, chief 
commissioner provinces sending 4 and princely states 
sending 93 members.

The representatives of British Indian Provinces were to 
be elected by each Provincial Legislative Assembly 
community wise, through proportional representation.



Cabinet Mission

Constituent Assembly

In the constituent assembly, members from groups 
A, B and C were to sit separately to decide the 
constitution for provinces and if possible, for the 
groups also. Then the whole constituent assembly 
(all three sections A, B and C combined) would sit 
together to formulate the union constitution.

Federation

The cabinet mission plan envisaged a federal 
structure for India. Three tier executive and 
legislature was proposed at provincial, section and 
union levels.

The mission proposed a common centre which 
would control defence, communication and 
external affairs.



Cabinet Mission

Federation

Provinces were to have full autonomy and all 
residuary powers should vest in the Provinces.

Princely states

Princely states were no longer to be under 
paramountcy of the British crown. They would be 
free to enter into an agreement with successor 
governments or the British government.

Pending the completion of the work of 
constitution -making, the Cabinet Mission proposed 
to set up an Interim Government of 14 members 
representing major political parties. 



Reactions to Cabinet Mission Plan

The Congress and League interpreted the Mission 
Plan in their own way, both seeing it as a 
confirmation of their stand.

The Mission Plan was ambivalent on whether 
grouping was compulsory or optional.

To Congress, the Missionõs Plan was against Pakistan 
(as grouping optional); that the Leagueõs veto was 
gone and that one Constituent Assembly was 
envisaged. The League believed that the basis of 
Pakistan was implied in the Missionõs plan by virtue 
of the compulsory grouping.

Congress also wanted that a province need not wait 
till the first elections to leave a group, it should have 
the option not to join it in the first place.



Reactions to Cabinet Mission Plan

Congress was also critical of the absence of 
any provision for the elected members from 
the princely states in the proposed 
Constituent Assembly.

League wanted provinces to have the right 
to question the union constitution now, not 
wait for ten years.

The League also wanted the grouping to be 
compulsory, with Sections B and C 
developing into strong entities with the right 
to secede from the Union in the future.



Q.57 The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after

the Second World War (2016)

a) India should be granted complete independence

b) India should be partitioned into two before granting

independence

c) India should be made a republic with the condition that

shewill join the Commonwealth

d) India should be given Dominion status



Q.) The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after the

Second World War

a) India should be granted complete independence

b) India should be partitioned into two before granting

independence

c) India should be made a republic with the condition that

shewill join the Commonwealth

d) India should be given Dominion status



Q.58 With reference to the proposals of Cripps Mission,
consider the following statements: (2022)

1. The Constituent Assembly would have members
nominated by the Provincial Assemblies as well as the
Princely States.

2. Any Province, which is not prepared to accept the new
Constitution would have the right to sign a separate
agreement with Britain regarding its future status.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Constitution would have the right to sign a separate
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The main proposals of the mission were asfollows :

An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up;
it would be free to decide its relations with the
Commonwealth .

After the end of the war, a Constituent Assembly would be
convened to frame a new constitution .

Members of this assembly would be partly elected by the
provincial assembliesthrough proportional representation
and partly nominated by the princes. Hence statement 1 is
not correct.



The British government would accept the new constitution
subject to two conditions :

any province not willing to join the Union could have a
separate constitution and form a separate Union, and the
new constitution - making body and the British
government would negotiate a treaty to effect the transfer
of power and to safeguard racial and religious minorities .
Hence statement 2 is correct.

In the meantime, defence of India would remain in British
hands and the governor -generalõspowers would remain
intact.



Q.59 With reference to 8th August, 1942 in Indian history,

which one of the following statements is correct?

(2021/2022)

a) The Quit India Resolution was adopted by the AICC .

b) The Viceroy's Executive Council was expanded to include

more Indians.

c) The Congressministries resigned in sevenprovinces.

d) Cripps proposed an Indian Union with full Dominion

Statusonce the SecondWorld War was over.



Q. With reference to 8th August, 1942 in Indian history,

which one of the following statements is correct?

(2021/2022)

a) The Quit India Resolution was adopted by the AICC .

b) The Viceroy's Executive Council was expanded to include

more Indians.

c) The Congressministries resigned in sevenprovinces.

d) Cripps proposed an Indian Union with full Dominion

Statusonce the SecondWorld War was over.



In July 1942, the Congress Working Committee met at Wardha and
resolved that it would authorise Gandhi to take charge of the non-
violent mass movement. The resolution generally referred to as the
ôQuitIndiaõresolution . Proposed by Jawaharlal Nehru and seconded
by Sardar Patel, it was to be approved by the All India Congress
Committee meeting in Bombay in August . The Quit India Resolution
was ratified at the Congress meeting at Gowalia Tank, Bombay, on
August 8, 1942.

Hence option (a) is the correct answer.



Q.60 With reference to Indian freedom struggle, consider

the following events: (2017)

1) Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy

2) Quit Indian Movement launched

3) SecondRound Table Conference

What is the correct chronological sequence of the above

events?

a) 1-2-3

b) 2-1-3

c) 3-2-1

d) 3-1-2
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Second Round Table Conference took place on 7th September
1931.

The Quit India Movement , also known as the August Movement
was a Civil Disobedience Movement launched by Gandhi JI on 8th
August 1942.

Royal Indian Navy (RIN) mutiny was a rebellion launched on
February 18, 1946, by seamenon the HMIS Talwar . Hence correct
chronological sequenceof the above events are 3-2-1



Q.61 In the context of Colonial India, Shah Nawaz Khan,

Prem Kumar Sehgal and Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon are

remembered as (2021)

a) leaders of Swadeshi and Boycott Movement

b) members of the Interim Government in 1946

c) members of the Drafting Committee in the Constituent

Assembly

d) officers of the Indian National Army



Q.) In the context of Colonial India, Shah Nawaz Khan,

Prem Kumar Sehgal and Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon are

remembered as (2021)

a) leaders of Swadeshi and Boycott Movement

b) members of the Interim Government in 1946

c) members of the Drafting Committee in the Constituent

Assembly

d) officers of the Indian National Army



The British had initially decided to hold public trials of
several hundreds of INA prisoners besides dismissing them
from service and detaining without trial around 7,000 of
them. They compounded the folly by holding the first trial at
the Red Fort in Delhi in November 1945and putting on dock
together three INA members - a Hindu, Prem Kumar Sehgal,
a Muslim, Shah Nawaz Khan, and a Sikh, Gurbaksh Singh
Dhillon .

Hence option (d) is the correct answer.



Q.62 Who was the Provisional President of the
Constituent Assembly before Dr. Rajendra
Prasad took over ? (2024)

a) C. Rajagopalachari
b) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
c) T.T. Krishnamachari 
d) Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha



Explanation : 

The first meeting of the Constituent Assembly of India took place in 
Constitution Hall, New Delhi, on 9th of December 1946.

J. B. Kripalani proposed the name of Dr. Sachidanand Sinha for the post of 
provisional president of the Constituent Assembly. And thus, following the 
French practice of electing the oldest member of the assembly to the role.

Later, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the President of the Assembly.

Both H.C. Mukherjee and V.T. Krishnamachari were elected as the Vice-
Presidents of the Assembly.

Answer Ɲd)





Questions on Post Indian Independence



Q.63 Who among the following were the founders of the

"Hind Mazdoor Sabha" established in 1948? (2018)

a) B. Krishna Pillai, E.M.S. Namboodiripad and K.C. George 

b) Jayaprakash Narayan, Deen Dayal Upadhyay and M.N. 

Roy 

c) C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer, K. Kamaraj and 

VeeresalingamPantulu 

d) Ashok Mehta, T.S. Ramanujan and G.G. Mehta



Q.) Who among the following were the founders of the

"Hind Mazdoor Sabha" established in 1948?
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ÅThe Hind Mazdoor Sabha(HMS) is a National Trade Union Centre
in India .
ÅIt was founded in Hawrah on 24.12.1948by Socialist, Forward Bloc

follower and independent unionists .
ÅIts founders included Basawan Singh (Sinha), Ashok Mehta, R.S.

Ruikar, Mani Benkara, ShibnathBenerajee, R.K. Khedgikar, T.S.
Ramanujam, VS. Mathur, G.G. Mehta. Mr . R.S. Ruikar was elected
president and Ashok Mehta as its General Secretary.
ÅThe HMS absorbed the Royists Indian Federation of Labour and the

Socialist Hind Mazdoor Panchayat.
ÅThe Hind Mazdoor Sabhawas intended to be a third force in Indian

trade unionism, balancing between INTUC on one side and AITUC
on the other.
ÅINTUC was discarded because it was believed to be under the

control of the government and AITUC was rejected becauseit was
controlled by the Communist Party.
ÅThe independence of trade unions from the Government, the

employers and political parties is the basic feature of HMS.



Q.64Consider the following events: (2018)

1) The first democratically elected communist party

government formed in a Statein India .

2) India's then largest bank, 'Imperial Bank of India', was

renamed 'StateBank ofIndiaõ.

3) Air India was nationalised and becamethe national carrier.

4) Goa becamea part of independent India .

Which of the following is the correct chronological sequence

of the above events?

a) 4 - 1 - 2ð3

b) 3 - 2 - 1 - 4

c) 4 - 2 - 1ð3

d) 3 - 1 - 2 - 4



Q.) Consider the following events:

1) The first democratically elected communist party

government formed in a Statein India .

2) India's then largest bank, 'Imperial Bank of India', was

renamed 'StateBank ofIndiaõ.

3) Air India was nationalised and becamethe national carrier.

4) Goa becamea part of independent India .

Which of the following is the correct chronological sequence

of the above events?

a) 4 - 1 - 2ð3

b) 3 - 2 - 1 - 4

c) 4 - 2 - 1ð3

d) 3 - 1 - 2 - 4



Å01-08-1953 Air India nationalised and becomes Indiaõs
national carrier 01-07-1955.
ÅIndiaõslargest bank Imperial Bank of India renamed as

StateBank of India 05-04-1957.
ÅFirst democratically elected Communist Party government

outside Europe gets to power in Kerala with CPI leader
EMS Namboodiripad asthe Chief Minister .
Å19-12-1961Goa is officially ceded to India after 400years of

Portuguese rule.



Left Movement/Working Class 
Movement



Q.65The Trade Disputes Act of 1929provided for (2017)

a) the participation of workers in the management of

industries .

b)arbitrary powers to the management to quell industrial

disputes.

c)an intervention by the British Court in the event of a trade

dispute.

d)a system of tribunals and a ban on strikes.



Q.) The Trade Disputes Act of 1929provided for

a) the participation of workers in the management of

industries .

b)arbitrary powers to the management to quell industrial

disputes.

c)an intervention by the British Court in the event of a trade

dispute.

d)a system of tribunals and a ban on strikes .



Trade Disputes Act (TDA), 1929 made 
compulsory the appointment of 
Courts of Inquiry and Consultation 
Boards for settling industrial 
disputes;
made illegal the strikes in public 
utility services like posts, railways, 
water and electricity, unless each 
individual worker planning to go on 
strike gave an advance notice of one 
month to the administration; 
forbade trade union activity of 
coercive or purely political nature 
and even sympathetic strikes

The Trade Union Act, 1926:

The act recognised trade 
unions as legal 
associations.
It laid down conditions for 
registration and regulation 
of trade union activities.
It secured civil and 
criminal immunity for 
trade unions from 
prosecution for legitimate 
activities, but also put 
some restrictions on their 
political activities.



Q.66 Consider the following statements: (2017)

1) The Factories Act, 1881was passed with a view to fix the

wages of industrial workers and to allow the workers to

form trade unions.

2) N. M. Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the labour

movement in British India .

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.) Consider the following statements:

1) The Factories Act, 1881was passed with a view to fix the

wages of industrial workers and to allow the workers to

form trade unions.

2) N. M. Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the labour

movement in British India .

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



The Factory Act of 1881 wasthe first British attempt to improve the working 
conditions of labourers. It was adopted in 1881 during Lord Ripon's 
reign. The act was a result of pressure from British textile capitalists in 
Lancashire and Manchester on the Indian colonial state.The act's main 
points include:

Children under the age of 7 cannot be employed in factories

Children between the ages of 7 and 12 cannot work more than 9 hours a day 
and must be given a one-hour break

Hazardous machinery must be properly fenced off

Workers cannot be employed in two factories on the same day

Workers cannot be engaged in certain dangerous work

The act only applies to factories that use mechanical power and employ at 
least 100 workers.

The Factory Act of 1881 marked a new beginning in India's industrial era and 
was perhaps a strong factor in the working -class movement in Bombay in the 
20th century.

N.M Lokhande ðDeenbandhu, Bombay Mill and Millhands association



Committees and Commissions



Q.67 The object of the Butler Committee of 1927 was to

(2017)

a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central and Provincial

Governments.

b) Define the powers of the Secretaryof Statefor India .

c) Impose censorship on national press.

d) Improve the relationship between the Government of India

and the Indian States.



Q.) The object of the Butler Committee of 1927was to

a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central and Provincial

Governments.

b) Define the powers of the Secretaryof Statefor India .

c) Impose censorship on national press.

d) Improve the relationship between the Government of

India and the Indian States.



Butler Committee of 1927:
The object of the Butler Committee of 1927 was to improve the relationship 
between the Government of India and the Indian States.
Butler Committee of 1927 was also known as the Indian states committee.
The committee submitted its report in 1929.

Important Recommendations:
The Committee advises that the Viceroy should represent the Crown in all 
dealings with the States. This proposed change is comparable with the new 
Imperial arrangement by which the Governor -General of a Dominion is High 
Commissioner for the Dominion's Protectorates.
It says that paramountcy must remain supreme.
It says that British paramountcy preserves the princely state .
The Committee sympathize with the fear of the Native Princes that their States 
might pass without their consent under a new Government in British India 
responsible to an Indian Legislature, and they plainly express the opinion that no 
such transference should be made without the consent of the Princes.
It also says that the state should not be transferred without their own 
agreement.



Q.68The Radcliffe Committee was appointed to (2014)

a) solve the problem of minorities in India

b) given effect to the Independence Bill

c) delimit the boundaries between India and Pakistan

d) enquire into the riots in EastBengal.



Q. The Radcliffe Committee was appointed to

a) solve the problem of minorities in India

b) given effect to the Independence Bill

c) delimit the boundaries between India and Pakistan

d) enquire into the riots in EastBengal.



Key Commissions and Their Significance
Commission Year Viceroy Significance/Importance

Campbell 
Commission

1866 Sir John 
Lawrence

Investigate Odisha Famine 

(1865ï1866); blamed 

government machinery; 
suggested relief measures.

Strachey 
Commission

1880 Lord 
Lytton

Famine Code, 1883.

Lyall 
Commission

1886 Lord Elgin 
II

Development of irrigation 
facilities.

MacDonnell 
Commission

1900 Lord 
Curzon

Official machinery must work 

year-round to control food 
scarcity.



Key Commissions and Their Significance
Commission Year Viceroy Significance/Importance

Charles Wood 
Despatch

1854 Lord 
Dalhousie

Magna Carta of English 
Education in India.

Hunter 
Commission

1882 Lord 
Ripon

Assess state of education 

in India with focus on 

primary education and 
suggest improvements.

Raleigh 
Commission

1902 Lord 
Curzon

Inquire into condition and 

prospects of universities in 

India; recommend 
improvements.



Commission/ 
Committee

Year Viceroy
Subject / 
Significance

Sadler Commission 1917 Lord Chelmsford Education

Hartog 
Commission

1929 Lord Irwin Education

Mansfield 
Commission

1886 Lord Dufferin Currency

Fowler 
Commission

1898 Lord Elgin II Currency

Babington Smith 
Commission

1919 Lord Chelmsford Currency

Hilton Young 
Commission

1939 Lord Linlithgow Currency



Commission/ 
Committee

Year Viceroy
Subject /
Significance

Welby 
Commission

1895

Royal 

Commission on 

the administration 

of expenditure in 
India

Scott -Moncrieff 
Commission

1901 Lord Curzon Irrigation

Fraser 
Commission

1902 Lord Curzon Police Reforms



Commission 
/Committee

Year Viceroy
Subject / 
Significance

Muddiman 
Committee

1924 Lord Reading

To examine the 

working of Diarchy of 

the Montague-
Chelmsford reforms

Butler Commission 1927 Lord Irwin
Indian States relation 
with British Crown

Whitley Commission 1929 Lord Irwin Labour

Sapru Commission 1935 Lord Linlithgow Unemployment

Chatfield 
Commission

1939 Lord Linlithgow Army

Floud Commission 1940 Lord Linlithgow Tenancy in Bengal



Personality Based MCQs



Q.69Consider the following statements: (2012)

The most effective contribution made by Dadabhai Naoroji
to the causeof Indian National Movement was that he

1. Exposed the economic exploitation of India by the British .

2. Interpreted the ancient Indian texts and restored the self-
confidence of Indians.

3. Stressed the need for eradication of all the social evils
before anything else.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. Consider the following statements:

The most effective contribution made by Dadabhai Naoroji
to the causeof Indian National Movement was that he

1. Exposed the economic exploitation of India by the British .

2. Interpreted the ancient Indian texts and restored the self-
confidence of Indians.

3. Stressed the need for eradication of all the socialevils
before anything else.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Key Points:

In 1895 he became a member of the royal commission on 
India expenditure.

In 1893 he helped to form an Indian Parliamentary 
Committee to attend to Indian interests;



Q.70Annie Besant was (2013)

1. Responsiblefor starting the Home Rule Movement

2. The founder of the Theosophical Society

3. Once the President of the Indian National Congress

Select the correct statement/statements using the codes
given below .

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.70Annie Besant was

1. Responsiblefor starting the Home Rule Movement

2. The founder of the Theosophical Society

3. Once the President of the Indian National Congress

Select the correct statement/statements using the codes
given below .

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Madame H.P. Blavatsky and Colonel M.S. Olcott, who
was inspired by Indian thought and culture founded the
Theosophical Society in New York City in 1875.

Annie Besant
Shehad come to India in 1893.
She laid the foundation of the Central Hindu College in
Benaras in 1898 where both Hindu religion and Western
scientific subjectswere taught .
The college became the nucleus for the formation of
BenarasHindu University in 1916.
Sheset up her All -India Home Rule League in September
1916 in Madras and covered the rest of India (including
Bombay city) .
It had GeorgeArundale asthe organising secretary.
Besides Arundale, the main work was done by B.W.
Wadia and C.P. Ramaswamy Aiyar .
Annie Besant became the first woman president of the
Indian National Congress(INC) In December1917.



Q.71 Which of the following parties were established by
Dr . B.R. Ambedkar? (2012)

1. The Peasantsand Workers Party of India .

2. All India Scheduled CastesFederation.

3. The Independent Labour Party.

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following parties were established by Dr .
B.R. Ambedkar?

1. The Peasantsand Workers Party of India .

2. All India Scheduled CastesFederation.

3. The Independent Labour Party.

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha was the first organization formed 
by Dr. Ambedkar in 1924.

Ambedkar formed the Independent Labour Party (ILP) in 
August, 1936, which participated in the provincial elections of 
Bombay and won 13 seats out of 15 seats reserved for 
scheduled castes. Independent Labour Party was transformed 
by Ambedkar as the All India Scheduled Castes Federation in 
1942. It was a political party which participated in the general 
elections of 1946 but was completely defeated.

In July 1942, Ambedkar was appointed the member of 
Executive Council of Viceroy as a Labour member. He resigned 
from this post in May 1946.

In July 1942, Ambedkar was appointed the member of 
Executive Council of Viceroy as a Labour member. He resigned 
from this post in May 1946.



Some of his famous books include-The Untouchable: Who are 
They and Why They Have Become Untouchables; Buddha and 
His Dhamma; ôThe Rise and Fall of Hindu Womenô, 
ôEmancipation of Untouchablesõ, ôThe Evolution of Provincial 
Finance in British Indiaõ; ôPakistan or Partition of Indiaô, 
ôThoughts on Linguistic Statesõ, etc.

The Peasants and Workers Party of India was founded in 1947. 
The party was founded in Maharashtra by Tulsidas Jadhav, 
Keshavrao Jedhe, and others.



Q.72 He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Shivaji

and Shrikrishna ; stayed in America for some time ; and was

also elected to the Central Assembly . He was (2018)

a) Aurobindo Ghosh

b) Bipin Chandra Pal

c) Lala Lajpat Rai

d) Motilal Nehru



Q.) He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Shivaji

and Shrikrishna ; stayed in America for some time ; and was

also elected to the Central Assembly . He was

a) Aurobindo Ghosh

b) Bipin Chandra Pal

c) Lala Lajpat Rai

d) Motilal Nehru



Lala Lajpat Rai was gifted with a perceptive mind, he was a prolific
writer and authored several works like ðòUnhappy Indiaó,òYoung
India : An Interpretationó,òHistoryof Arya Samajó,òEnglandõs
Debt toIndiaóand a series of popular biographies .

His biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, and Shivaji were published
in 1896and those of Dayanand and Shri Krishna in 1898.

His purpose in selecting Mazzini and Garibaldi was to infuse
patriotic sentiment in the youth of Punjab , who had no accessto
books in English.

He wanted his countrymen to become acquainted with the teachings
of Italian leaders who had so impressed his own mind .

He travelled to the US in 1907 and noted sociological similarities
between the notion of 'colour -caste'there and within castesin India .

He joined the Swaraj Party in 1926 and was elected as its Deputy
Leader in the Central Legislative Assembly .

He later resigned from the Swaraj Party in August 1926.



Q.73 The Vital -Vidhvansak, the first monthly journal to

have the untouchable people as its target audience was

published by (2020)

a) Gopal BabaWalangkar

b) Jyotiba Phule

c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

d) Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar



Q.) The Vital -Vidhvansak, the first monthly journal to have

the untouchable people as its target audience was

published by

a) Gopal Baba Walangkar

b) Jyotiba Phule

c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

d) Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar



ÅGopal Baba Walangkar, also known as Gopal Krishna, (ca.
1840-1900) is an early example of an activist working to
release the untouchable people of India from their historic
socio-economic oppression, and is generally considered to
be the pioneer of that movement. He developed a racial
theory to explain the oppression and also published the first
journal targeted at the untouchable people. Walangkar
claimed that "high -caste people from the south were
'AustralianðSemitic non-Aryans' and African negroes, that
Chitpavan Brahmans were 'Barbary Jews', and that the
high-casteMarathas' forebearswere'Turksõó.

ÅIn 1888, Walangkar began publishing the monthly journal
titled Vital -Vidhvansak (Destroyer of Brahmanical or
Ceremonial Pollution), which was the first to have the
untouchable people as its target audience.



Q.74 Who among the following is associated with 'Song

from Prison', a translation of ancient Indian religious lyrics

in English? (2021)

a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak

b) Jawaharlal Nehru

c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

d) Sarojini Naidu



Q.) Who among the following is associated with 'Song from

Prison', a translation of ancient Indian religious lyrics in

English?

a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak

b) Jawaharlal Nehru

c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

d) Sarojini Naidu



Songs from Prison' is a book of translation from Sanskrit hymns and
lyrics, from the Upanishads and other scriptures. Mahatma Gandhi made
thesetranslations during his incarceration in Yeravada Prison in 1930.

Hence option (c) is the correct answer.



Q.75 With reference to Madanapalle of Andhra Pradesh,

which one of the following statements is correct? (2021)

a) Pingali Venkayya designed the tricolour Indian National

Flag here.

b) Pattabhi Sitaramaiah led the Quit India Movement of

Andhra region from here.

c) Rabindranath Tagore translated the National Anthem from

Bengali to English here.

d) Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott set up headquarters

of Theosophical Society first here.



Q.) With reference to Madanapalle of Andhra Pradesh,

which one of the following statements is correct? (2021)

a) Pingali Venkayya designed the tricolour Indian National

Flag here.

b) Pattabhi Sitaramaiah led the Quit India Movement of

Andhra region from here.

c) Rabindranath Tagore translated the National Anthem

from Bengali to English here.

d) Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott set up headquarters

of Theosophical Society first here.



The song Jana-gana-mana, composed originally in Bangla by
Rabindranath Tagore, was adopted in its Hindi version by the
Constituent Assembly as the National Anthem of India on January 24,
1950.

It was first sung on December 27, 1911 at the Calcutta Sessionof the
Indian National Congress.

The complete song consistsof five stanzas.

It was at Madanapalle (Chittoor), in February 1919, that Tagore
translated his Bengali poem ôJanaGana Manaõinto English as
ôMorningSongofIndiaõ.

It was given tune by Margaret Cousins.





Organisations/Associations/ 
Political Parties



Q.76 With reference to Indian National Movement,

consider the following pairs : (2019)

Person Position held

1) Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru : President, All India Liberal

Federation

2) K. C. Neogy : Member, The Constituent Assembly

3) P. C. Joshi: General Secretary,Communist Party of India

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. With reference to Indian National Movement,

consider the following pairs :

Person Position held

1) Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru : President, All India Liberal

Federation

2) K. C. Neogy : Member, The Constituent Assembly

3) P. C. Joshi: General Secretary,Communist Party of India

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Tej Bahadur Sapru was a prominent Indian freedom fighter, lawyer
and politician . When the Montagu report of 1918 was made public,
there was a divide in the Congressover it . The moderates welcomed it
while the extremists opposed it . This led to a schism in the Congress
with moderate leaders forming the "Indian National Liberal
Federation" in 1919. The party (INLF) was founded by Surendra
Nath Banarjea and some of its prominent leaders were Tej Bahadur
Sapru, V. S. Srinivasa Sastri and M . R. Jayakar.

KC Neogy, was an Indian politician from West Bengal. He was a
member of the Constituent Assembly of India , member of the first
Cabinet of independent India and the Chairman of the first Finance
Commission of India .

Puran Chand Joshi, one of the early leaders of the communist
movement in India . He was the first general secretary of the
Communist Party of India from 1935ð47.

Hence all the pairs given are correctly matched.



Q.77Consider the following pairs : (2017)

1) Radhakanta Deb ðFirst President of the British Indian

Association.

2) Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty ðFounder of the Madras

Mahajana Sabha.

3) Surendranath Banerjee ð Founder of the Indian

Association.

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) Consider the following pairs :

1) Radhakanta Deb ðFirst President of the British Indian

Association.

2) Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty ðFounder of the Madras

Mahajana Sabha.

3) Surendranath Banerjee ð Founder of the Indian

Association.

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



The British Indian Association was established on 31 October 1851. The first
committee of the associationwas composed of:

Raja Radhakanta Deb ðPresident, Raja Kalikrishna Deb ðVice-President,
Debendranath Tagore ðsecretary, Digambar Mitra ðAsst Secretary. In May
1884, M. Veeraraghavachariar, G. Subramania Iyer and P. Anandacharlu
established the Madras Mahajana Sabha.

Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty was an Indian merchant, Indian independence
activist and political activist who founded the Madras Native Association.

Indian Association was the first declared Nationalist Organization founded in
British India by Surendranath Banerjeeand Anand Mohan Bosein 1876.

The Madras Mahajana Sabhawas established in 1884 by M.
Veeraraghavachariar, G. Subramania Iyer, and P. Ananda Charlu after
discussionsat the Adyar Theosophical Societyconference.

Under the leadership of its first president, P. Rangaiah Naidu, the Sabha
addressed national issuesand advocated for Indiaõsindependence from British
rule.



Organization Description

Bangabhasha 

Prakasika Sabha, 

1836 

By associates of Raja Rammohan Roy

Landholdersô 

Society/ 

Zamindari 

association, 1837

Founder: Dwarkanath Tagore

Place: Kolkata

Other members: Radhakant Deb

Objectives: It was an association of landholders of Bengal, 

Bihar and Orissa, and its principal objective was to guard its 

class interests.

Membership: Also extended to non-official Britishers engaged in 

trade and commerce in Bengal.

Beginning of organised political activity

It was the first to adopt the path of constitutional 

demonstration for the fulfilment of its objectives.

At times, the Landholders Society cooperated with the British 

India Society founded by William Adam in London .

Political Associations in Bengal



Organization Description

Bengal British 

India Society, 

1843

Place: Calcutta

Aims/objectives: To promote good citizenship qualities 

in   the Indian people , raise public awareness about the 

state of governance , and work toward their realisation 

through peaceful and legal means consistent with loyalty to 

the person and government of the 

reigning sovereign in England .

British Indian 

Association 

(2 + 3), Oct, 

1851

Place: Calcutta

Its President and Secretary were Raja Radhakant Deb 

and Debendranath Tagore, respectively.

Its membership was kept exclusive to Indians.

Objectives :

(i) establishment of a separate legislature of a popular

character;

(ii) separation of executive from judicial functions;

(iii) reduction in salaries of higher officers ; and



Organization Description

British Indian 

Association (2 

+ 3)

(iv) abolition of salt duty, abkari and stamp duties.

These were partially accepted when the Charter Act of

1853 provided for the addition of six members to the

governor -generalôs council for legislative purposes.

Indian League, 

1875 

- Founder:  Sisir Kumar Ghosh

- Promote Nationalism , Encourage Political education among 

the masses.

- Ghosh himself was a noted journalist and a founder of Amrita 

Bazar Patrika (A noted Bengali Newspaper).



Organization Description

Indian 

Association, 

1876

Founders : Surendranath Banerjee and Ananda 

Mohan Bose in 1876. 

Indian Association was the first avowed nationalist 

organization founded in British India.

The objectives of this Association were ñpromoting by 

every legitimate means the political, intellectual and 

material advancement of the peopleò.

- Create a strong public opinion on political questions

- Unify Indian people on a common political programme

It opposed the reduction in maximum age limit 

for Indian Civil Service candidates in 1877.

The organization advocated for concurrent civil 

service examinations in both England and India , as 

well as

the Indianization of higher administrative positions.

The Indian National Association spearheaded an 

effort to repeal the repressive Arms Act and 

the Vernacular Press Act.



Organization Description

Madras Native 

Organization 

(MNA), 1852

Place: Chennai

Founder: Gajula Lakshminarasu Chetty.

The first Indian political association to be formed in 

the Madras presidency.

It was the political centre of the presidency's landed 

gentry, who had grievances against Company rule.

Factors that led to the establishment of the organization:

Ẅ The impending discussion in the British Parliament regarding 

Company rule in India provided the impetus for MNA's 

formation.

Ẅ Dissatisfied with the Company administration, the MNA 

petitioned the British Parliament to end the Company regime 

following the passage of the Charter Act of 1853.



Organization Description

Madras Native 

Organization 

(MNA), 1852

This was followed by a visit from H.D. 

Seymour, Chairman of the Indian Reform Society, 

leading to the formation of the Torture Commission 

in 1854.

Dissolution of the organization: The MNA was 

dissolved in 1867. 

Madras 

Mahajana 

Sabha, 1884 

It was established by M. Veeraraghavachariar, S. 

Ramaswami Mudaliar, and P. Anandacharlu, G. 

Subramaniya Aiyar



Q.78Consider the following pairs : (2019)

Movement/Organization Leader

1) All India Anti - Untouchability League : Mahatma Gandhi

2) All India Kisan Sabha: Swami SahajanandSaraswati

3) Self -RespectMovement : E. V. Ramaswami Naicker

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) Consider the following pairs :

Movement/Organization Leader

1) All India Anti - Untouchability League : Mahatma Gandhi

2) All India Kisan Sabha: Swami SahajanandSaraswati

3) Self -RespectMovement : E. V. Ramaswami Naicker

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



In order to better organize the campaign for the amelioration
of the untouchables' condition, Gandhi set up a new body in
October 1932. It was first named the All India Anti -
Untouchability League and later renamed the Harijan
Sevak Sangh. Gandhi started publishing a weekly journal
called "Harijan" on 11 February 1933 from Yerwada Jail
during British rule. Hence pair 1 is correctly matched.

All India Kisan Congress Sabha, 1936 was founded in
Lucknow in April 1936with Swami Sahjanand Saraswati as
the President and N.G. Ranga as the general secretary.
Hence,pair 2 is correctly matched.

E. V. Ramaswami Naicker organized the "Self Respect
Movement" , designed as Dravidian Uplift, seeking to expose
Brahminical tyranny and the deceptive methods by which
they controlled all spheres of Hindu life . Hence, pair 3 is
correctly matched.



Q.79 With reference to Congress Socialist Party, consider
the following statements : (2015)

1) It advocated the boycott of British goods and evasion of
taxes.

2) It wanted to establish the dictatorship of proletariat .

3) It advocated separate electorate for minorities and
oppressedclasses.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 3 only

c) 1, 2 and 3

d) None



Q.

With reference to Congress Socialist Party, consider the
following statements :

1) It advocated the boycott of British goods and evasion of
taxes.

2) It wanted to establish the dictatorship of proletariat .

3) It advocated separate electorate for minorities and
oppressedclasses.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 3 only

c) 1, 2 and 3

d) None



The Congress Socialist Party (CSP) was formed at Bombay in October 
1934 under the leadership of Jayaprakash Narayan, Acharya Narendra 
Dev and Minoo Masani.

Important features of their socialist work were : consistent and 
militant anti -imperialism, anti -landlordism, the organization of 
workers and peasants in trade unions and kisan sabhas, the 
acceptance of a socialist vision of independent India and of the 
socialist programme of the economic and social transformation of 
society.



Important Sessions of INC



Q.80Consider the following statements : (2015)

1) The first woman President of the Indian National 

Congress was Sarojini Naidu. 

2) The first Muslim President of the Indian National

Congresswas Badruddin Tyabji.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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1) The first woman President of the Indian National

Congresswas Sarojini Naidu .

2) The first Muslim President of the Indian National

Congresswas Badruddin Tyabji.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



Sarojini Naidu was first Indian woman president while
Annie Besantwas first woman president.

Badruddin Tyabji was the first Muslim President of the
3rd sessionof Indian National Congress that was held in
Madras in 1887.



Q.81 The Lahore Session of the Indian National Congress
(1929) is very important in history, because(2012)

1. The Congress passed a resolution demanding complete
independence.

2. The rift between the extremists and moderates was
resolved in that Session.

3. A resolution was passedrejecting the two -nation theory in
that Session

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3

c) 1 and 3

d) None of the above
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Q.82 The 1929 Session of Indian National Congress is on
significance in the history of the Freedom Movement
becausethe (2014)

a) attainment of Self-Government was declared as the
objective of the Congress.

b) Attainment of Poorna Swaraj was adopted as the goal of
the Congress.

c) Non-Cooperation Movement was launched.

d) Decision to participate in the Round Table Conference in
London was taken.
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a) attainment of Self-Government was declared as the
objective of the Congress.

b) Attainment of Poorna Swaraj was adopted as the goal of
the Congress.

c) Non-Cooperation Movement was launched.

d) Decision to participate in the Round Table Conference in
London was taken.





Questions on Socio-Religious Movement in 
India



Q.83 Which of the following statements is/are correct
regarding Brahmo Samaj? (2012)

1. It opposed idolatry .

2. It denied the need for a priestly class for interpreting the
religious texts.

3. It popularized the doctrine that the Vedas are infallible .

Select the correct answer using the codesgiven below :

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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3. It popularized the doctrine that the Vedas are infallible .
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Q.84Satya Shodhak Samaj organized (2016)

a) a movement for upliftment of tribals in Bihar

b) a temple-entry movement in Gujarat

c) an anti-castemovement in Maharashtra

d) a peasantmovement in Punjab



Q.) Satya Shodhak Samaj organized (2016)

a) a movement for upliftment of tribals in Bihar

b) a temple-entry movement in Gujarat

c) an anti -castemovement in Maharashtra

d) a peasantmovement in Punjab



ÅIn Poona, Jyotirao Phoole, though a Mali by caste and of
comparatively little education started the association called
the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 for asserting the worth of
man irrespective of caste.

ÅHe demanded representation of all classesof the Hindus in
all the local bodies, in services and institutions and also
established a primary school for the so-called untouchables
in Poona.



Q.85Consider the following : (2016)

1) Calcutta Unitarian Committee

2) Tabernacleof New Dispensation

3) Indian Reform Association

Keshab Chandra Sen is associatedwith the establishment of

which of the above?

a) 1 and 3 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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1) Calcutta Unitarian Committee

2) Tabernacleof New Dispensation

3) Indian Reform Association

Keshab Chandra Sen is associatedwith the establishment of

which of the above?

a) 1 and 3 only
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Raja Ram Mohan Roy along with Dwarka Nath Tagore and William
Adam established Calcutta Unitarian committee and 1823.

Keshubh Chandra was not associatedwith it .

Keshab Chandra Sen was a social reformer from Bengal. In 1856 he
becamea member of the Brahmo Samaj.

On 24th January 1868, Keshub laid the foundation stone of his new
church, the Brahmo Samaj of India Tabernacle of New Dispensation
and the newly constructed chapel was consecrated on 22nd August
1869.

He was also part of the Indian reform association.

Its objective also included to create public opinion against 
child marriage, get Brahmo form of marriage legalized, 
promote the status of women.

The Indian reform association strived to legalize Brahmo 
marriage and to fix the minimum age of marriage



Q.86 Who among the following was associated as Secretary

with Hindu Female School which later came to be known as

Bethune Female School? (2021)

a) Annie Besant

b) Debendranath Tagore

c) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

d) Sarojini Naidu
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with Hindu Female School which later came to be known as

Bethune Female School? (2021)

a) Annie Besant

b) Debendranath Tagore

c) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

d) Sarojini Naidu



With encouragement from and participation of like-
minded social reformers like Ramgopal Ghosh, Raja
Dakshinaranjan Mukherjee and Pandit Madan Mohan
Tarkalankar, Bethune established Kolkata's first school for
girls in 1849 called the Hindu Female School. Bethune
passedaway in 1851.

In 1856, the Government took charge of the Hindu Female
School, later renamed as Bethune School. The Managing
Committee of the school was then formed and Pandit
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, the celebrated social reformer
and a relentless supporter of women's emancipation was
made the Secretary.



Q.87 In the context of Indian history, the Rakhmabai case of 
1884 revolved around

1. womenõs right to gain education

2. age of consent

3. restitution of conjugal rights

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3
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Dr. Rakhmabai Bhikaji was a pioneer in the field of medicine and womenõs 
rights in the 19th century.

Her efforts to be granted the right to choose was instrumental in raising the age 
of consent for women in 1891. She went on to study in the London school of 
Medicine for Women in 1889. When she came back to India to work in a hospital 
in 1894, she became Indiaõs first practicing lady doctor.

Rakhmabai got married at 11 -years of age to the 19-year old Dadaji Bhikaji. As 
was convention at the time, she stayed at her parents house, this was the time she 
spent in educating herself under the guidance of her stepfather.

When Rakhmabai was still in school, her husband, Dadaji, insisted that 
Rakhmabai come and live with him in his house. Rakhmabai, not one to 
blindly follow convention, refused.

Dadaji soon filed a petition in the court of law. Early in 1884, one of Indiaõs 
most influential and publicized trials began.

Rukhmabai asked ôfreedomõ from her nonconsensual marriage, seeking a legal 
divorce. Her stand gave rise to a nation -wide debate over infant and non -
consensual marriage.



The legal and social controversies provoked by the case revolved round notions 
of colonial law, marriage and conjugality, and the prospect of state 
intervention. For the first time, the social orthodoxy, which had so far resisted 
state intervention in ôfamilyõ and ôreligionõ, appealed to colonial law to discipline 
the disobedient wife.

Behramji Malabari and Pandita Ramabai came to her defense and formed the 
Rakhmabai Defense Committee. The case spanned 4 years until Dadaji was 
òcompensatedó in 1888, outside of court. 



Questions on major revolts in 
British India



Q.88 Which amongst the following provided a common
factor for tribal insurrection in India in the 19th century?
(2011)

a) Introduction of a new system of land revenue and
taxation of tribal products

b) Influence of foreign religious missionaries in tribal areas

c) Rise of a large number of money lenders, traders and
revenue farmers asmiddlemen in tribal areas

d) The complete disruption of the old agrarian order of the
tribal communities
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taxation of tribal products

b) Influence of foreign religious missionaries in tribal areas

c) Rise of a large number of money lenders, traders and
revenue farmers asmiddlemen in tribal areas

d) The complete disruption of the old agrarian order of the
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In the 19th century , tribal insurrections in India were caused by a combination of economic exploitation, 

loss of traditional rights, and cultural disruption. But the common and overarching factor behind these 

uprisings was:

The complete disruption of the old agrarian order of the tribal communities.

This included:

ƍ Loss of control over forests and land (due to British forest laws and land revenue systems)

ƍ Introduction of private property and revenue demands, replacing communal land ownership

ǒ Influx of moneylenders , traders, and zamindars who exploited tribal populations

ǒ Missionary activity that disrupted traditional belief systems

ƍ Forced labor, bonded debt, and displacement due to plantation and mining activities

All other options listed contributed individually to the uprisings in different contexts (e.g., Santhal 

rebellion, Munda Ulgulan), but the core issue was the structural dismantling of tribal societies and 

economies.



Q.89 The demand for the Tebhaga Peasant Movement in
Bengal was for (2013)

a) the reduction of the share of the landlords from one-half
of the crop to one-third

b) the grant of ownership of land to peasants as they were
the actual cultivators of the land.

c) the uprooting of Zamindari system and the end of
serfdom

d) writing off all peasantdebts



Q. The demand for the Tebhaga Peasant Movement in
Bengal was for

a) the reduction of the share of the landlords from one-half
of the crop to one-third

b) the grant of ownership of land to peasants as they were
the actual cultivators of the land.

c) the uprooting of Zamindari system and the end of
serfdom

d) writing off all peasantdebts



The Tebhaga movement was a militant campaign initiated in
Bengal by the Kisan Sabha (peasants front of Communist
Party of India) in 1946. At that time share-cropping peasants
(essentially, tenants) had to give half of their harvest to the
owners of the land.

The demand of the Tebhaga (sharing by thirds) movement
was to reduce the sharegiven to landlords to one third .

It was a direct result of the Floud Commission's
recommendations and the existing grievancesof peasants.



Q.90 After the Santhal Uprising subsided, what was/were

the measure/measures taken by the colonial government?

(2018)

1) The territories called 'Santhal Paraganas'were created.

2) It became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to a non-

Santhal.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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ÅStatement 1 is correct. It was after the Santhal Revolt (1855-
56) that the Santhal Pargana was created, carving out 5,500
square miles from the districts of Bhagalpur and Birbhum .
The colonial state hoped that by creating a new territory for
the Santhals and imposing some special laws within it, the
Santhalscould be conciliated.

ÅStatement 2 is correct. To protect economic basis of Santhal
society, special regulations governed transfer of land. It
became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to a non -
Santhal.



Q.91 With reference to the history of India, "Ulgulan" or the

Great Tumult is the description of which of the following

events? (2020)

a) The Revolt of 1857

b) The Mappila Rebellion of 1921

c) The Indigo Revolt of 1859ð60

d) Birsa Munda's Revolt of 1899-1900
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Great Tumult is the description of which of the following

events?

a) The Revolt of 1857

b) The Mappila Rebellion of 1921

c) The Indigo Revolt of 1859ð60

d) Birsa Munda's Revolt of 1899-1900



ÅMunda Rebellion is one of the prominent 19th century tribal
rebellions in the subcontinent. Birsa Munda led this
movement in the region south of Ranchi in 1899 -1900. the
ulgulan, meaning 'Great Tumult', sought to establish Munda
Raj and independence. The Mundas traditionally enjoyed a
preferential rent rate as the khuntkattidar or the original
clearer of the forest. But in course of the 19th century they had
seen this khuntkatti land system being eroded by the
jagirdars and thikadars coming as merchants and
moneylenders.

ÅThe government attempted to redress the grievances of the
Mundas through the survey and settlement operations of
1902 -10. The Chhotanagpur Tenancy Act of 1908 provided
some recognition to their khuntkatti rights and banned beth
begari. Chhotanagpur tribals won a degree of legal protection
for their land rights .





Miscellaneous



Q.92 With reference to the history of India, consider the

following pairs : (2020)

1) Aurang - In -charge of treasury of the State

2) Banian -Indian agent of the East India Company

3) Mirasidar - Designated revenue payer to the State

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) With reference to the history of India, consider the

following pairs :

1) Aurang - In -charge of treasury of the State

2) Banian -Indian agent of the East India Company

3) Mirasidar - Designated revenue payer to the State

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
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Aurang ðA Persian term for a warehouse ða place where goods are
collected before being sold; also refers to a workshop . Hence pair 1 is
not correctly matched Banian: In the 18th and 19th centuries, European
merchants opened and deepened trade routes throughout Asia, Africa,
and Latin America. However, in thesemarkets they faced considerable
challengesdue to linguistic and cultural barriers. This led to difficulties
in integrating into indigenous commercial and political systems,which
restricted their operations. The use of intermediaries with expertise of
the local markets and languagesrapidly proliferated .
In South -East Asia, this was known as theôcompradorõsystem, whilst
in the Anglo -Indian trade individuals carrying out these functions
were known as ôbaniansõ. These intermediaries fulfilled various
internal and external roles for trading companies including, managing
treasury functions, securing credit, and acting as brokers in the local
markets. A contemporary described the banian as an individual, òBy
whom the English gentlemen in general conduct all their business. He
is interpreter, head book -keeper, head secretary, head broker, the
supplier of cash and cash -keeper, and in general also secret -keeper.
Hence pair 2 is correctly matched.



Mirasidars : Under the ryotwari settlement system, the government
recognized mirasidars as the sole proprietors of land, dismissing
tenants' rights completely . Only in villages where no mirasidar system
existed were those villagers holding permanent occupancy rights
recognized as landholders responsible for the payment of land
revenue.



Q.93 With reference to Indian history, which of the 

following statements is/are correct?

1. The Nizamat of Arcot emerged out of Hyderabad State.

2. The Mysore Kingdom emerged out of Vijayanagara 

Empire.

3. Rohilkhand Kingdom was formed out of the territories 

occupied by Ahmad Shah Durrani.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

a) 1 and 2

b) 2 only

c) 2 and 3

d) 3 only
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Q.94 Which among the following events happened earliest?

(2018)

a) Swami dayanand established Arya Samaj.

b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan.

c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath .

d) Satyendranath Tagore becamethe first Indian to succeedin

the Indian Civil ServicesExamination.



Q.) Which among the following events happened earliest?

a) Swami dayanand established Arya Samaj.

b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan .

c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath .

d) Satyendranath Tagore becamethe first Indian to succeedin

the Indian Civil ServicesExamination.



Swami Dayanand established Arya Samajð1875.

Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan - 1858-59.

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath ð1882.

Satyendranath Tagore becamethe first Indian to succeedin the Indian
Civil ServicesExamination ð1863.



Q.95 Mahatma Gandhi said that some of his deepest 
convictions were reflected in a book titled, òUnto this 
Last" and the book transformed his life. What was 
the message from the book that transformed 
Mahatma Gandhi? (2011)
a. Uplifting the oppressed and poor is the moral 
responsibility of an educated man 
b. The good of individual is contained in the good of 
all 
c.The life of celibacy and spiritual pursuit are essential 
for a noble life 
d. All the statements A, B and C are correct in this 
contex



ANCIENT HISTORY + 
ART & CULTURE  



Questions on 
Indus Valley Civilization and 

Aryan/Vedic Age



Q.1 Regarding the Indus Valley Civilization, consider the
following statements: (2011)

1. It was predominantly a secular civilization and the
religious element, though present, did not dominate the
scene.

2. During this period, cotton was used for manufacturing
textiles in India .

Which of the statementsgiven above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Q.2 Which of the following characterizes/characterize the
people of Indus Civilization? (2013)

1. They possessedgreat palacesand temples.

2. They worshipped both male and female deities.

3. They employed horse-drawn chariots in warfare.

Selectthe correct statement/statements using the codesgiven
below:

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 only

c) 1, 2 and 3

d) None of the statementsgiven above is correct
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Q.3 With reference to the difference between the culture of Rigvedic

Aryans and Indus Valley people, which of the following statements is/are

correct?(2017)

1) Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail and helmet in warfare whereas

the people of Indus Valley Civilization did not leave any evidence of

using them.

2) Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper whereas Indus Valley

people knew only copper and iron .

3) Rigvedic Aryans had domesticated the horse whereas there is no

evidence of Indus Valley people having aware of this animal .

Selectthe correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q.4 Which one of the following ancient towns is well -known

for its elaborate system of water harvesting and management

by building a series of dams and channelizing water into

connected reservoirs? (2021)

a) Dholavira

b) Kalibangan

c) Rakhigarhi

d) Ropar
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Q.5 Which one of the following is not a Harappan site ?

(a) Chanhudaro

(b) Kot Diji

(c) Sohgaura

(d) Desalpur



Q.5 Which one of the following is not a Harappan site?

(a) Chanhudaro

(b) Kot Diji

(c) Sohgaura (Grain storage depots ( koshẠhƑgƑras) 
established at Sahodara for the purpose of famine relief 
(nivƑpana), during Maurya Period)

(d) Desalpur





Harappan Site Special Features

Harappa 

(on Ravi River)

Daya Ram 

Sahni in 1921

Å 0st Indus site to be discovered

Å Two rows of six granaries

Å The largest number of wheat grains

Å Red sandstone torso of nude male

Å Evidence of Coffin burial

Mohenjo -Daro 

(Indus river) 

(mounds of 

Dead)

R.D Banerjee 

in 1922

Å 1nd Indus site to be discovered

Å Great granary (the largest building)

Å Pasupati seals

Å Bronze dancing girl

Å Steatite image of bearded men said to be the priest
Å 2 cylindrical seals of Mesopotamia

Å Great Bath

Å Hordes of Skeletons found on stairs (indicating 

warfare)

Å Multi -pillar assembly hall s



Harappan 

Site
Special Features

Mohenjo -

Daro (Indus 

river) 

(mounds of 

Dead)

R.D 

Banerjee in 
0811

Å Mohenjo -Daro has no cemeteries and 5 

tragic sites

Å A piece of woven cotton

Bronze mirror , needle, saw, and the Bronze 

statue of the bull



Harappan Site Special Features

Lothal 

(Bhogava 

River, 

Gujarat) (also 

means 

ómounds of 

deadô like 

Mohenjo -

Daro)

S. R.Rao in 
0842

Å Artificial dockyard (worldôs 1st tidal port)

Å Evidence of double burial (male and female)

Å Cultivation of rice (at Lothal and Rangpur)

Å Beadmakerôs shop(also exported)

Å Terracotta model of boats

Å Ivory scale

Å Known for cotton trade (Manchester of 

Harappan Civilization)

Å Circular button seal (also called Persian Gulf 

seal)

Å Two terracotta models of Egyptian Mummies

(shows trade relation with Nile valley civilization)

Å Painted story on Earthen jar resembling story 

of cunning fox in Panchtantra

Å Sacrificial Altar (at Lothal and Kalibagan)-



Harappan Site Special Features

Dholavira

'Khadir bet 

island in the 

Kutch Desert 

Wildlife)

R.S Bisht in 1985

Å Dholavira has been named as the UNESCO World 

Heritage Site (Indiaôs 40th )

Å The town is divided into three parts (Upper, Middle, 

and lower). It was a walled city with heavy fortification

Å An important center of maritime trad e (Dholavira

declined with the decline of Mesopotamian civilization, 

showing the integration of the Trade economy)

Å Inscription of 10 alphabet signboard

Å Megalith burial

Å Warehousing settlement

Å Gold rings (also at Mandi and Daimabad)

Å Shows all three phases of Harappan culture

Å Located on Tropic of Cancer

Å Use of Sandstone and bricks

Å Evidence of dams, irrigation, water reservoir, water 

harvesting system and embankments



Harappan 

Site
Special Features

Rakhigarhi 

(on Ghaggar 

ïHakra river, 

Haryana)

Å Largest IVC site in India ( also claimed to be largest 

IVC site)

Å Evidence of Domestication of Dog

Å Manufacturing center of terracotta (Idly shaped 

terracotta)

Å Painted potteries in large numbers (show rich and 

dominant people lived)

Å Recent findings show Rakhigarhi doesnôt have the 

last phase of IVC ( earlier it was known to have all 

three phases of IVC)

Å DNA finding of Skeletal remains of a woman

Å Rakhigarhiôs sudden demise can be explained by 

the drying up of the Saraswati in 2000 BC



Harappan Site Special Features

Chanhudaro 

(on left bank of 

Indus river) N.G 

Majumdar in 
0820

Å No Citadel (only IVC city)

Å Evidence of spindle whorls , indicating cotton 

spinning and weaving (Lancashire of IVC)

Å Known as a craft production center , especially for 

bead-making , metalwork , and shell bangles. The 

largest number of copper tools found.

Kalibangan (on 

Ghaggar river, 

RJ) (means 

óBlack 

Banglesô)

Ghose in 1953

Å Wells found in every house

Å Evidence of mixed cropping

Å The earliest ploughed field in India

Å Fire altars (shows cult of sacrifice)

Bhirrana 

(Haryana)
Now considered to be Oldest discovered IVC site
dating back to64// BCE (earlier Mehargarh (Pak)

was considered to be Oldest )



Early Harappan Civilisation



VRopar (on Sutlej river) - evidence of Dog burial with 

Human

VBanawali (Ghaggar river) - evidence of largest Barley 

grain, radial street, clay model of plough

VKot Diji (Indus) - Pre-Harappan site, largest stone 

tools

VSurkotada - evidence of Pot burial

VAlamgirpur (Hindon river) - late Harappan culture

VSutkagendor (Dasht River)

VManda (Chenab river, J&K)

VRangpur (Madar river, Guj) - yellow and grey colour 

pot of pre -Harappan people found

VAlladinho (Indus river)

VAmri (Indus River) - Pre-Harappan Site



Q.6 The religion of early Vedic Aryans was primarily of
(2012)

a) Bhakti

b) Image worship and Yajnas

c) Worship of nature and Yajnas

d) Worship of nature and Bhakti
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Q.7 The national motto of India, ôSatyamevaJayateõinscribed
below the Emblem of India is taken from (2014)

a) Katha Upanishad

b) Chandogya Upanishad

c) Aitareya Upanishad

d) Mundaka Upanishad



Q. The national motto of India, ôSatyamevaJayateõinscribed
below the Emblem of India is taken from (2014)

a) Katha Upanishad (Yajurveda)

b) Chandogya Upanishad (Samaveda)

c) Aitareya Upanishad (Rigveda)

d) Mundaka Upanishad (Atharvaveda)





Q.8 The ñdharmaò and ñritaò depict a central idea of the ancient Vedic 

civilization of India. In this context, consider the following statements: 

(2011)

1. Dharma was a conception of obligations and of the discharge of 

oneôs duties to oneself and to others.

2. Rita was the fundamental moral law governing the functioning of the 

universe and all it contained. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.9 Consider the following statements: (UPSC Prelims 2024)

1. There are no parables in Upanishads.

2. Upanishads were composed earlier than the Puranas.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.10Consider the following pairs:

Historical place : Well - known for

1) Burzahom : Rock - cut shrines

2) Chandraketugarh : Terracotta art

3) Ganeshwar : Copper artefacts

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

(2021)

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2

c) 3 only

d) 2 and 3
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(Source: V.K. Jain, Prehistory and Protohistory of India, 2006)



Neolithic Period - Sites

Geographical Location - almost all the regions of Indian 
subcontinent

Important sites
North -western region - Mehrgarh(Baluchistan) - Earliest 
site neolithic site 7000 BCE, overlapping with Mesolithic 
period.
Found here evidence of houses built by Neolithic people, 
built of sun -dried bricks, divided into small rooms.
Evidence of cultivation of crops like wheat, barley and 
cotton were discovered from here too
Kashmir Valley ðBurzahom ((Dwelling pits - circular and 
rectangular) and Gufkral
Belan Valley - Koldihwa and Mahagara(Found here both 
stone and bone Neolithic tools, pottery, other artefacts, 
floral and faunal remains



Neolithic Period - Sites

Chirand, Bihar

Eastern India - Important sites include Kuchai and Golbai 
Sasan in Odisha; Pandu RajarDhibi, Bharatpur and Mahisdal in 
West Bengal; and Barudih in Jharkhand.

Daojali Hading, Assam, Garo Hills 

Some important sites in South India are

Sanganakallu, Brahmagiri, Maski, Piklihal, Hallur in 
Karnataka;

Utnur, Nagarjunakonda, Budihal in Andhra Pradesh;

and Paiyampalli in Tamil Nadu



Questions on 
Buddhism



Q.11 Lord Buddhaõsimage is sometimes shown with the
hand gesture calledôBhumisparshaMudraõ. It symbolizes.
(2012)

a) Buddhaõscalling of the Earth to watch over Mara and
to prevent Mara from disturbing his meditation .

b) Buddhaõscalling of the Earth to witness his purity and
chastity despite the temptations of Mara.

c) Buddhaõsreminder to his followers that they all arise
from the Earth and finally dissolve into the Earth, and
thus this life is transitory .

d) Both the statements (a) and (b) are correct in this
context.



Q. Lord Buddhaõsimage is sometimes shown with the hand
gesture calledôBhumisparshaMudraõ. It symbolizes (2012)

a) Buddhaõscalling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to
prevent Mara from disturbing his meditation .

b) Buddhaõscalling of the Earth to witness his purity and
chastity despite the temptations of Mara.

c) Buddhaõsreminder to his followers that they all arise
from the Earth and finally dissolve into the Earth, and
thus this life is transitory .

d) Both the statements(a) and (b) are correct in this context.



Bhumisparsha Mudra

Å Literally, Bhumisparsha translates intoótouching the earthô. It is

more commonly known as theóearth witness ô.

Å This mudra, formed with all five fingers of the right hand

extended to touch the ground, symbolizes the Buddhaôs

enlightenment under the Bodhi tree, when he summoned

the earth goddess, Sthavara, to bear witness to his

attainment of enlightenment .

Å It is in this posture that Sakyamuni overcame the obstructions

of Mara while meditating .

Mudras in Buddhism



Dharmachakra Mudra -means óWheel of 

Dharmaô

ÅSymbolises one of the most important

moments in the life of Buddha, the occasion

when he preached to his companions the

first sermon after his Enlightenment in

the Deer Park at Sarnath.

Å It thus denotes the setting into motion of

the Wheel of the teaching of the Dharma .

Mudras in Buddhism



Varada Mudra 

ÅThis mudra symbolizes charity, compassion,

and boon -granting .

Å It is the mudra of the accomplishment of the

wish to devote oneself to human salvation .

ÅThe five extended fingers in this mudra

symbolize the following five perfections-

Generosity, Morality, Patience, Effort,

Meditative concentration .

Mudras in Buddhism



Q.12 SomeBuddhist rock-cut cavesare called Chaityas, while
the others are called Viharas. What is the difference between
the two? (2013)

a) Vihara is a place of worship, while Chaitya is the dwelling
place of the monks

b) Chaitya is a place of worship, while Vihara is the dwelling
place of the monks

c) Chaitya is the stupa at the far end of the cave, while
Vihara is the hall axial to it

d) There is no material difference between the two
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Q.13 Which one of the following describesbest the concept of
Nirvana in Buddhism? (2013)

a) The extinction of the flame of desire

b) The complete annihilation of self

c) A state of bliss and rest

d) A mental stagebeyond all comprehension



Q. Which one of the following describes best the concept of
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Q.14 Which of the following Kingdoms were associatedwith
the life of the Buddha ? (2014) (2015)

1. Avanti

2. Gandhara

3. Kosala

4. Magadha

Selectthe correct answer using the code given below.

a) 1, 2 and 3

b) 2 and 4

c) 3 and 4 only

d) 1, 3 and 4
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Kingdoms associated with Buddha



Q.15 With reference to the religious history of India, consider

the following statements: (2017)

1) Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the sectsof Jainism.

2) Sarvastivadin held that the constituents of phenomena

were not wholly momentary, but existed forever in a latent

form .

Which of the statementsgiven above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



Theravada 
Buddhism

Sthaviravada Sarvastivada

Vaibhasika Sautrantika

Vibhajjavada Sammitiya

Sarvastivadins (They who say ñAll isò), had the view that the constituents of 

phenomena (dharmas) were not wholly momentary, but existed forever 

in a latent form.
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Q.16 With reference to the religious history of India, consider
the following statements: (2016)

1) The concept of Bodhisattva is central to Hinayana sect of
Buddhism .

2) Bodhisattva is a compassionate one on his way to
enlightenment .

3) Bodhisattva delays achieving his own salvation to help all
sentinent beings on their path to it .

Which of the statementsgiven above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 2 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q.17 Which reference to Indian history, who among the

following is a future Buddha, yet to come to save the world?

(2018)

a) Avalokiteshvara

b) Lokesvara

c) Maitreya

d) Padmapani



Q.) Which reference to Indian history, who among the

following is a future Buddha, yet to come to save the world?

(2018)

a) Avalokiteshvara

b) Lokesvara

c) Maitreya

a) Padmapani



ÅManjushri - Bodhisattva of wisdom and insight.

ÅAvalokiteshvara / Padmapani / Lokesvara -

Bodhisattva of infinite compassion.

ÅVajrapani - Bodhisattva that represents power and 

forceful energy.

ÅMaitreya - Bodhisattva who has not lived yet, 

future Buddha.

ÅKshitgarbha - Bodhisattva destined to save the 

souls of all beings between Buddhaôs death and 

the age of Maitreya.

Great Bodhisattvas



Q.18Consider the following statements: (2019)

1) Deification of the Buddha

2) Treading the path of Bodhisattvas

3) Image worship and rituals

Which of the above is/are the feature/features of Mahayana

Buddhism?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) Consider the following statements: (2019)

1) Deification of the Buddha

2) Trading the path of Bodhisattvas

3) Image worship and rituals

Which of the above is/are the feature/features of Mahayana

Buddhism?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.19 With reference to the cultural history of India, which

one of the following is the correct description of the term

paramitas? (2020)

a) The earliest Dharmashastra texts written in aphoristic

(sutra) style

b) Philosophical schools that did not accept the authority of

Vedas

c) Perfections whose attainment led to the Bodhisattva path

d) Powerful merchant guilds of early Medieval South India
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of the following is the correct description of the term

paramitas? (2020)
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(sutra) style
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Generosity (Dana 

paramita)

Willingness to give to others what they need, whether that be time, 

possessions or skills. Willingness to give without regret and with joy, and 

to give without expectation of reward.

Morality (Sila paramita)

Following the Dhamma (or Dharma) in all aspects, but not without 

thinking. Working the Dhamma into oneôs daily life with intelligence and 

understanding.

Patience (Ksanti 

paramita)

Also translated as ótoleranceô or óenduranceô. Being patient with others, 

enduring hardship and accepting the truth of lifeôs unsatisfactoriness (or 

dukkha).

Energy (Virya paramita) Dedication to attaining Buddhahood.

Meditation (Dhyana 

paramita)

Meditation is the foundation of wisdom. Inner focus and calm are 

essential for the deep understanding required for Buddhahood.

Wisdom (Prajna 

paramita)

Wisdom consists of understanding that all of existence is 

emptiness (sunyata). This idea is the foundation of all of the 

paramitas. Wisdom, which means awareness of sunyata, is 

achieved through the previous five paramitas.



Q.20 With reference to the religious history of India, consider

the following statements: (2020)

1) Sthaviravadins belong to Mahayana Buddhism .

2) Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of Mahasanghika sect

of Buddhism .

3) The deification of Buddha by Mahasanghikas fostered the

Mahayana Buddhism .

Which of the statementsgiven above is/are Correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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Theravada 
Buddhism

Sthaviravada Sarvastivada

Vaibhasika Sautrantika

Vibhajjavada Sammitiya

Sarvastivadins (They who say ñAll isò), had the view that the constituents of 

phenomena (dharmas) were not wholly momentary, but existed forever 

in a latent form.



Hinayana

Hinayana is the orthodox, conservative

school of Buddhism emphasizing on strict

personal discipline.

It is known as the 'lesser vehicle' as 

lesser

amount of people can reach enlightenment 

through it.

It does not believe in idol worship.

It was patronized by Asoka.

Hinayana scholars used Pali as a medium 

of propagation.

Mahayana

Mahayana is the liberal school of Buddhism 

which interprets Buddhaôs teachings logically.

It is known as the 'greater vehicle' as it promises 

spiritual liberation to a large number of people.

This sect believes in Idol Worship.

It was patronized by Kanishka.

Mahayana scholars used Sanskrit as a medium 

of propagation.

Lokottarvadin whose philosophy was based on the concept of Lokottara 

Buddha or Supernatural Buddha. Hence, The Lokottaravadin sect was an 

offshoot of the Mahasanghika sect of Buddhism.



Q.21 With reference to the cultural history of India, consider

the following pairs: (2020)

1) Parivrajaka : Renunciant and Wanderer

2) Shramana: Priest with a high status

3) Upasaka : Lay follower of Buddhism

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 1 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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ThewordParivrajakameans"roamingascetic".A
wanderingreligiousmendicant.Althoughthistermoccurs
intheearlyBrahmanictraditionoftheUpanisӤhads,itis
alsoapplicabletoBuddhistandJainmonks,aswellasto
HindusanyƑsins.ThePƑliequivalentisparibbƑjaka.

Shramanasdidnotregardthebrahmansasbeingofthe
higheststatus.Shramanasincludedavarietyofascetics,as
wellasthemonksandlayfollowersofvarioussects-
Buddhist,Jaina,Ajivikaandothers.

Monksrenouncedsocialobligationstotakeonan
alternativelife.Theylivedinmonasteriesnearvillagesand
townssothattheycoulddrawonthesupportofthelay
community,namely,thosewhowereBuddhistsorJainas
butwerenotinitiatedintorenunciatorygroups.Lay
followerswerereferredtoasupasakaandupasika.



Q.22 With referenceto Buddhist history, tradition and culture
in India, consider the following pairs: (2014)

Which of the above pairs given is/are correctly matched ?

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

Famous Shrine Location

1. Tabo monastery and

temple complex

Spiti Valley

2. Lhotsava Lhakhang Zanskar Valley

3. Alchi Temple Complex Ladakh



Q. With reference to Buddhist history, tradition and culture
in India, consider the following pairs:

Which of the above pairs given is/are correctly matched ?

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

a) 1, 2 and 3

Famous Shrine Location

1. Tabo monastery and

temple complex

Spiti Valley

2. Lhotsava Lhakhang Zanskar Valley

3. Alchi Temple Complex Ladakh



The village of Nako, at about 13,000 feet (3,900 m), in
Kinnaur in Himachal Pradesh has an early temple
complex.

The main temple is called the Lhotsava Lakhang, or the
temple of the great translator Rinchen Zangpo.

Enclosed between the Greater Himalaya and the Zaskar,
Nako is located at the eastend of Kinnaur Valley.



Q.23 With reference to the Ancient India, Gautama 
Buddha was generally known by which of the 
following epithets? (2024)
1. Nayaputta
2. Shakyamuni
3. Tathagata
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) None of the above are epithets of Gautama Buddha



Q.24 Sanghabhuti, an India Buddhist monk who 

travelled to China at the end of the fourth century AD 

was the author of a commentary on:

a) Prajnaparamita Sutra
b) Visuddhimagga
c) Sarvastivada Vinaya
d) Lalitavistara



Sanghabhuti was one of the first Kashmiri scholars to reach China 
in 381CE. He translated a large number of Buddhist scriptures into 
Chinese. The most important work among them contains detailed 
annotations about the Vinaya Pitaka of the Sarvastivada School.

Lalitavistara, in Sanskrit Lalit is a Lotus. Lalitvistara is a Sanskrit 
text that deals with the biography of Buddha. It tells the story of 
Gautama Buddha from the time of his descent from Tushita until his 
first sermon and is regarded as one of the most reveredMahayanic 
writings .

Visuddhimagga (path of Purification) by Buddhaghosha (5 th

Century CE). It is a comprehensive summary of 
older Sinhala commentaries on Theravada teachings and practices.



The Prajnaparamita Sutras are among the oldest of the Mahayana Sutras 
and are the foundation of Mahayana Buddhist philosophy. These 
venerable texts are found in both theChinese CanonandTibetan 
Canonof Buddhist scriptures.

Prajnaparamita means "perfection of wisdom"and the sutras counted as 
Prajnaparamita Sutras presentthe perfection of wisdom as the realization 
or direct experience ofsunyata(emptiness).

The several sutras of the Prajnaparamita Sutras vary from very long to 
very short and are often named according to the number of lines it takes 
to write them.

The longest is the Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita Sutra,composed of 
100,000 lines.The most well known of the wisdom sutras are 
theDiamond Sutra.





Questions on Jainism



Q. 25 "Souls are not only the property of animal and plant life, but 
also of rocks, running water and many other natural objects not 
looked on as living by other religious sects.ò (2023)

The above statement reflects one of the core beliefs of which
one of the following religious sectsof ancient India?

a) Buddhism

b) Jainism

c) Shaivism

d) Vaishnavism



Q.26 The Jain philosophy holds that the world is created and
maintained by (2011)

a) Universal Law

b) Universal Truth

c) Universal Faith

d) Universal Soul



Q.27 With reference to the history of ancient India, which of
the following was/were common to both Buddhism and
Jainism?(2012)

1. Avoidance of extremities of penanceand enjoyment.

2. Indifference to the authority of the Vedas.

3. Denial of efficacy of rituals .

Selectthe correct answer using the codesgiven below:

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.28 Which of the following statements is/are applicable to
Jaindoctrine? (2013)

1. The surest way of annihilating Karma is to practice
penance.

2. Every object, even the smallest particle has a soul.

3. Karma is the bane of the soul and must be ended.

Selectthe correct answer using the codesgiven below:

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3



Doctrines of Jainism

The idea of God: He believed that the world was not created by any 

supreme creator. The world functions according to an eternal law of 

decay and development. But recognises god and place them below 

the Tirthankaras.

View on Vedas: Rejected the authority of the Vedas and objected to 

Vedic rituals and the supremacy of the Brahmanas.

They believe in the transmigration of the soul.

According to Jainism, man is the creator of his own destiny , and 

he could attain ómokshaô by pursuing a life of purity, virtue, and 

renunciation.



Doctrines of Jainism

The most Important idea in Jainism Is that the entire world is 

animated: even stones, rocks and water have life. Non-lnjury 

to living beings, especially to humans, animals, plants 

and insects, is central to Jaina philosophy. In fact the 

principle of ahimsa, emphasised within Jainism, has left Its 

mark on Indian thinking as a whole.

According to Jaina teachings, the cycle of birth and rebirth 

is shaped through karma. 

Asceticism and penance are required to free oneself from 

the cycle of karma. This can be achieved only by renouncing 

the world; therefore, monastic existence is a necessary 

condition of salvation . 



Doctrines of Jainism

Jainism's religious philosophy teaches that there are nine truths or 

realities (Nav -tattva) , which are as follows:

1. Jiva ( Soul )

2. Ajiva ( Pudgala ïMatter )

3. Punya ( Merit )

4. Paap ( Sin )

5. Asrava ( Influx of Karma into Soul)

6. Samvara ( refers to the stopping, controlling, or ceasing of the inflow 

of karmic matter into the soul )

7. Bandha is the union of jiva and pudgala (matter) .

8. Nirjara (shedding the karmic matter)

9. Moksha (liberation)



Doctrines of Jainism

Anekantavada,thefundamentaldoctrineofJainism
emphasisesthattheultimatetruthandrealityis
complex,andhasmultipleaspects.Hencethereexists
non-absolutism,thatmeansnosingle,specific
statementcandescribethenatureofexistenceandthe
absolutetruth

PhilosophyofSyadvada:Itisthedoctrinethatall
judgmentsareconditional,holdinggoodonlyin
certainconditions, circumstances,or senses,
expressedbythewordsyad(òmaybeó).




