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soura
Typewriter
Most answers stay highly relevant to the questions, with apt inclusion of sociological thinkers and examples. They reflect a clear understanding of core concepts. Minor improvement can be made by avoiding overlapping points to ensure maximum impact.

soura
Typewriter
The structure of your answers is strong and impressive. Logical flow, appropriate use of subheadings, and bullet points ensure clarity and readability.but in questions like 2 and 4 content is not upto the mark

soura
Typewriter
The overall presentation is clean and organized with neat spacing and diagrams. However, the word limit is being exceeded, which is a negative aspect. Practice shorter, crisp answers to improve readability and meet mains exam requirements.

soura
Typewriter
The content is okay, but it can be better if you add names of thinkers and real examples. Try to give clear and strong points instead of general ideas. 

soura
Typewriter
overall answers are good. All the best, Keep Writing !
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Sociology Mains Test Series

Test 2 (Chapter 4)

Question 1. Outline the key ideas of G.H. Mead along with their limitations. How are Mead's
theories relevant in understanding Indian society? (20 Marks)

Question 2. Why does Marx consider class conflict essential for bringing about social change? (10

Marks)

Question 3. Merton viewed bureaucrats as bound by rituals and procedures, but in today’s dynamic
governance landscape, a rebellious mindset is preferred. Discuss. (20 Marks)

Question 4. To what extent does Durkheim’s theory of Division of Labour hold significance in
modern times? (10 Marks)

Question 5. Compare the perspectives of Parsons and Weber on the concept of soci
Marks)

al action. (10

(10 Marker Questions shall be answered in not more than 150 words
20 Marker Questions shall be answers in not more than 250 words)
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Question 1. Outline the key ideas of G.H. Mead along with their limitations. How are Mead's
theories relevant in understanding Indian society? (20 Marks)
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decent intro

soura
Line

soura
Typewriter
need to write arguments in less words 

soura
Typewriter
good point

soura
Typewriter
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soura
Typewriter
these arguments are relevant but need to write in less words

soura
Typewriter
no need to explain these stage in detail . just briefly mention them

soura
Typewriter
relevant 
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soura
Typewriter
this is relevant but need to write in less words

soura
Typewriter
good arguments 

soura
Typewriter
Overemphasis on micro-level

Idealistic view of socialization	

Less attention to conflict and power

Lack of empirical testing	
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Typewriter
decent 

soura
Typewriter
"Generalized other" can explain how caste values get internalized through daily interactions and rituals.

soura
Typewriter
Role-taking helps explain how children learn respect for elders, gender roles, and caste norms within joint families.

soura
Line

soura
Typewriter
relevant arguments 

soura
Typewriter
Despite criticism, Mead's theory remains relevant today, especially in understanding social media and influencer culture, where identity, role-playing, and symbolic interaction shape how individuals present and perceive themselves.

soura
Typewriter
overall decent answer. keep an eye on the word limit
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soura
Typewriter
in the intro define class

soura
Typewriter
Karl Marx defined class based on a person’s relationship to the means of production — that is, whether they own productive resources (like land, factories, tools) or only sell their labour.

soura
Typewriter
this case 1 and case 2 approach not needed

soura
Typewriter
mention words like - economic base (forces and relations of production) determines the superstructure (institutions, values, laws)

soura
Typewriter
can mention various classes involved in various stages and how social change happened during early primitive socieities, feudalism etc.  

soura
Typewriter
3
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soura
Typewriter
As the working class becomes conscious of its exploitation—a stage called class consciousness—they begin to organise, resist, and challenge the existing capitalist system. 

soura
Typewriter
try to understand the demand of question in better manner

soura
Typewriter
criticism part missing 

soura
Typewriter
read model answer

soura
Typewriter
Overemphasis on economy, neglects culture – Gramsci



Revolutionary change rarely happens as predicted – Aron



Class solidarity often replaced by identity – Giddens
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Question 3. Merton viewed bureaucrats as bound by rituals and procedures, but in today’s
dynamic governance landscape, a rebellious mindset is preferred. Discuss. (20 Marks)
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soura
Typewriter
Talk about institutionalised means and cultural goals

soura
Typewriter
good diagram

soura
Typewriter
good points

soura
Typewriter
10.5
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soura
Typewriter
can merge certain arguments. overall decent points 

soura
Typewriter
decent points and good explanation
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soura
Typewriter
but bureaucrats were formulating pilicy earlier also

soura
Typewriter
Today’s bureaucrats are expected to be change agents—willing to challenge outdated systems, propose new goals (transparency, inclusivity), and adopt new means (e-governance, decentralization, participatory models).This aligns with Merton’s rebellion category— rejecting both old goals and means to build new, progressive frameworks.
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soura
Typewriter
Before writing conclusion , need to mention criticism of the theory 

soura
Typewriter
Merton reduces bureaucratic deviance to strain between goals and means, ignoring agency, personality, and values of individuals.

soura
Typewriter
Alvin Gouldner highlighted power and hierarchy shaping bureaucratic behavior.

soura
Typewriter
Merton ignores bureaucratic strengths emphasized by Weber's ideal type.

soura
Typewriter
decent conclusion 
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soura
Typewriter
explain what is division of labour

soura
Typewriter
need to mention what is mechanical and organic solidarity 

soura
Typewriter
decent point

soura
Typewriter
Functional interdependence: Modern society runs on deeply specialised, mutual roles.

Bureaucratic systems need structured division of labour.

Restitutive law sustains modern contractual social order

soura
Typewriter
Fr smartphones like the iPhone, design may occur in California, parts manufactured in South Korea or Taiwan, and assembly in China

soura
Typewriter
The international team behind the COVID-19 vaccines included virologists, engineers, logisticians, and supply chain experts from multiple nations

soura
Typewriter
4
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soura
Typewriter
need concrete examples 

soura
Line

soura
Typewriter
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Marx: Ignores class conflict in work division structure.

Weber: Overlooks power and authority in labour roles.

Gouldner: Assumes harmony; neglects organisational internal conflicts.

Feminists: Ignores gendered labour division and inequality.
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In conclusion can add some contemporary example to show how theory is still relevant 
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Weber introduced the concept to emphasize subjective meaning behind individual actions, Parsons built on it to develop a systematic framework of how actions are structured and integrated within society.
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| Aspect  		          Weber                                               Parsons 

         		                                                            

Definition    	         meaning by individual    			guided by social norms       

Method      	       Interpretive, verstehen      			Structural-functional,

Action type  	      Four types based on motivation 	        Value-oriented role-based behaviour

Unit of analysis     Individual and subjective intent 	        Status-role within social structure    

Social order           Shared meanings guide behaviour          Norms ensure system stability          

View of society     Multiple realities, actor-centred           Integrated, value-consensus system     

Criticism               Ignores structure, too individualist          Ignores agency, too deterministic      
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Weber focuses on individuals and their subjective intentions as the foundation of social explanation. arsons analyzes status-roles within the social system as core components of structured social behavior.
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